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INTRODUCTION. 



1 HE Translator of " The History of An- 
tar" being out of England, it is not in the 
Editor's power to give to the reader much 
preliminary information on the contents 
or nature of the Epic Tale, which is now 
for the first time in part submitted to the 
European Public. 

Antar is no imaginary personage. He 
■was the son of an Arab Prince of the 
tribe of Abs, by a black woman, whom 
his father had made captive in a predatory 
excursion : and he raised himself by the- 
heroic qualities which be displayed from 
his eafliest youth, and by his extraordi- 
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nary genms for poetry, from the state of 
slavery in which he was born, to the con- 
fidence of his king, and to a preemiDence 
above all the Chiefs of Arabia. He flourish- 
ed during the close of the sixth, and the 
early part of the seventh century, of the 
Christian £era; there is, consequently, little 
or no allusion to the customs or institu- 
tions of Islamism throughout the work ; 
though the Hero is frequently designated 
as . " He by whom God organized the 
earth anil the world for the appearance of 
the Lord of slaves." 

The following Romance, as it may be 
called, was first put together, probably 
from traditionary tales current at the 
time, by Osmay, one of the eminent scho- 
lars, who adorned the courts of Haroun-al- 
Raschid, and of his two learned succes- 
sors, AI-Amyn, and AI-Mamoun ; and it 
still continues to be the principal source 
whence the story-tellei-s of the coflFee- 
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houses in Egypt, Syria, an<lArabia, draw 
their most interesticg tales: but, notwith- 
standing, its general circulation in the 
Levant, the name of Antar Is hitherto 
only known to us in Europe, as that of 
the Author of one of the seven poems, sus- 
pended in the temple of Mecca, and from 
that circumstance called. The Moaltakat. 

The Author of this poem, and the Hero 
of our history, are identified, as well by the 
similar names which occur ; in both ; as by 
the insertion of the poem itself in the body 
of the history, when, after much persecu- 
tion and opposition, Antar at length suc- 
ceeds in suspending the poem within the 
Holy Sanetuarj' which surrounds the 
Kaaba. 

There is reason to believe that this is 
the first attempt to transpose into an 
European language, a real Arabian story, 
depicting th« original manners of the 
Arabs of the desert, uncomipted by the 
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IV tUTRODUCTION. 

artificial and refined customs of tbe neigh-' 
bouring cities in Syria, Egypt, andPei-sia. 

The characteristics of the real Arabs 
or Bedowins are here presented in their 
native simplicity. An eager desire for the 
property of their neighbour; an uncon- 
querable fondness for strife and battle ; 
a singular combination of profuse hos- 
pitality, with narrow economy — quick per- 
ception — deep cunning — great personal 
courage, a keen sense of honour, respect 
for their women, and a warm admirattoa 
and ready use of the poetical beauties of 
their unrivalled language. 

The supposition of the learned oriental- 
ist Mons. Langl^s, that the Thousand and 
One Nights were originally composed in 
the Pehlevi, or the old Persian, and from 
that language translated into Arabic, ap- 
pears still more probable, when we observe 
the rich and gorgeous descriptions of the 
works of art and nature which abound 
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in them, their enchanted palaces — their 
sultans and viziers, and all the attendant 
iiiagnificence of acourt ; tbeir genii and ma- 
gicians — their want of individual charac- 
ter in the leading personages; — and when 

. we contrast with those details the simple 
manners of the Kings and Chieftains of the 
desert, pourtrayed in this Romance ; their 
rude tents ; the tamiliarity with which they 
live amongst each other, controuled only 
by the rules of patriarchal authority; 

i. the almost total absence of supernatural 
agents ; and above all, the striking dis- 
tinctions of character, which mark the 
whole progress of the story. In this work 
indeed. The Subordination of the warriors 
and others, whether of high or low rank, 
to the irresistible Antar; in undaunted 
courage; in active prowess; in intellectual 
acquirements ; in public spirit ; in the 
ardour of his love ; in the excellence of his 
poetry ; and in acts of private generoMty 
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and benevoleoce, is strictly consistent witfii 
the best rules which the Critics have de- 
rived from the Homeric writings, for the 
conduct of the Heroic poem. ' 

In an adherence to these rules indeed, 
the early European writers of Romantic 
Adventures, who followed the age of Char- 
lemagne, and to whom, perhaps, Antar was 
better known than to their successors, did 
not follow the steps of their prototype. But 
whether he really deserve that appellation, 
that is, whether from the frequent inter- 
course between the Eastern and Western 
kingdoms of the Roman world, in the 
8th, 9th and 10th centuries, our Romance 
writers imbibed their taste for the adven- 
tures of Chivalry from this singular Tale, 
is a question, to the solution of which we 
may look forward, when the whole of it 
shall be before the public. It may be ob- 
served, however, that little more was want- 
ing in order to compose the Romances of 
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the middle age, than to engraft on the 
war, love, and courtesy of the Arabs, the 
splendid and soft luxuries of the other 
countries of the East, the witchcraft of 
Africa, the religious fervour of the South 
of Europe, and the gloomy superstitions of 
the North. 

The Editor abstains firom adding any 
further observations at present upon this 
subject. It had been his intention to request 
the indulgence of the reader for the orien- 
tal phraseology which frequently occurs in 
the following pages ; but he prefers leaving 
the public to form their own opinion, how 
far the Translator has rightly judged, in 
presenting a literal translation of his ori- 
^nal, by which the Arabic idioms might 
be best preserved, rather than (by giving 
to it a strictly English dress, and thereby 
destroying its native freshness,) to have 
been led into an indulgence of ornament, 
which would have been equally remote 
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from the nice refinement of the languages 
of Europe^ and from the copious simplicity 
of that of the desert. 



LIFE AND ADVENTURES 



ANTAR. 



CHAPTER I. 

Jbhuael, sod of Abraham, waa the father of 
AdnaD, who bad a son called Maad ; and Maad 
was tb^father of Nizar, whose four sons, Rebeeafa, 
Medher, "Ayad, and Annaar, reigned over the Arabs 
in great glory for many years, and their descendants 
continued to flourish and multiply till they amounted 
to twentj tfumsand borsemen, when disturbances 
arising among them, they separated and migrated 
from the valley of M^cca and the holy sanctuary, 
and many o! them settled in a spot called Ibreem- 
oob-mootemim, which was the furthermost point of 
Hijaz, and the first in the land of Yemen. And 
they had a king called Rebeeah, a man much 
respected and feared, and he was of the tribe of 



Medher, a fair-raced people ; and he had five sons, 
the eldest was called Nayil, the second, Taweed, 
the third, Mohelhil, the fourth, Medher, and the 
fifth, Adee; and their father was a stout and intre- 
pid warrior, he conquered the whole country by his 
bravery, and ruled over the wilds and the deserts. 
Again the Arabs disagreed amongst themselves 
and dispersed, and every division had its chief and 
its leader. They carried away their property and 
their camels, and among them was Harith, son of 
Obad the Yashkirite, with the tribe of Yashkir, 
and the chief Dibyan with the tribe of Dibyan, and 
the chief Abd Shems with his tribe, and Jazeemah 
with the tribe of Abs and Adnan, and Bahiej 
with the tribe of Ghiftan ; and it was Jazeemah, 
King of the tribe of Abs and Adnan that attacked 
Rebeeah, and having slain him, appointed Mohelhil 
to succeed his father. But on the death of Mohelhil 
all his cousins went away with their property and 
camels, afraid of the surrounding Arabs, and settled 
with the tribe of Abs and Adnan, and their chief 
Jazeemah ; and among all the Arabs there was i)o 
government better regulated than his, for he was 
experienced in all afiairs, and had ten sons )vho were, 
all hardy lions, bold, endued with great bodily 
strength, and in war they were unrivalled; they 
courted battles and plunged into slaughter, and their 
reputation was spread among the Arabs, and among 
them were Amroo and Jancah, and Asyed and Zo- 









heir, and the rest of the ten brothers. But Amroo 
was the eldest, and King Jazeemah hoped that 
Amroo would reign at his death. But one day 
AnyxK) went to the lake Zatool Irsad, early in the 
morning, and with him was a slave called Nizah ; 
and Amroo had round his neck a chain of gold 
studded with jewels and diamonds ; and when he 
came to the lake he stripped off his clothes, and 
took off the string of jewels from his neck, and thei^ 
going down into the lake left them all with his slave. 
When he sprang into the water and plunged in, 
his body disappeared, and was borne away. 

The slave perceiving that his master remained too 
long under water, felt assured that his breath was 
extinct; so he ran away to Jazeemah, and told him of 
this dreadful catastrophe. He was in the deepest 
grief, and he dashed his fist against his face for the 
lofiJs of his son Amroo. Over {he whole tribe the 
4lismay was general, the affliction was universal, 
and the lamentations deep. Many days and nights 
they remained in this state, when at last King Jazee- 
mah,' wishing to relieve his mind from his anguish, 
went out to the chase, and whilst he was thus 
occupied, lo! there appeared a fawn, which he 
eagerly pursued ; but as it launched into the waste 
in full flight, he could not catch it. Still he hoped 
to succeed ; but at last it entered a forest abounding 
in trees, and waters, and thickets, and Jazeemah 
jitill pursued it. And whilst he was struggling 



through the branches, behold a man quite naked 
stood before him ! He fled away in terror, fancying 
that it was a dsemon ; O King ! exclaimed the man, 
he not afraid, for I am thy son Amroo ! If thou 
art my son, cried the King, follow me and quit this 
epot. Jazeemah issued from the forest, and the 
man coming up with him, he gazed ut him, and 
lo ! he was his son ! He was greatly rejoiced, and 
running up to him, O my son, said he, what has 
happened to thee ! who brought thee to this place? 
and thou art naked ! So he explained all that had 
occurred to him, and the cause of his being snatched 
away from the lake was a dienion, who bore him to 
this place. His father joyed in seeing him, and 
clothed him in some of his own garments, and re- 
turned with him to his tribe and companions, and 
unbounded was the delight and satisfaction at tl 
return of Amroo. Acclamations were loud, and 
time passed happily away, and they forgot the eviU! 
of fortune. 

All the Arabs took refuge with King Jazeemab, 
and paid him ta:<es and tribute, and there wag not 
one but obeyed him and submitted, save a si 
Queen, who was called Robab. And thi» Qi 
was very powerful, and had numerou.s armies and 
slaves. She had subdued the heroes, and' humbled 
the bravest, and her tribe, was the most intrepid 
of the Arabs, and they were called the tribe of 
Reejan. And when they heard that King Jazeemah 



was become powerful and had extended liis influ- 
ence, and that tlie Arabs oave h.lm tribute in cattle 
and camels; We, said they, will not give any one 
even a rope's end, and whoever demand goods of 
us, notliing will we give them but blows and battle. 

Upon hearing this, Jazeemah assembled his 
armies and warriors, and the Arabs came to him 
from all the vallies and the waters, and he marched 
away with them in quest of the tribe of Reeyan, and 
their Queen Robab, that he might send down 
destruction and torments upon them, and leave their 
property to be pillaged by the Arabs. Now when 
the tribe of Reeyan saw those armies that were ad- 
vancing upon them, they set up a loud shout, and 
they thronged in haste from all quarters, and the ' 
mountains trembled at the uproar. This tribe was 
exceedingly numerous, and moreover^ they had been 
joined by a great multitude who came to them and 
setded round them, to be under the protection of 
that tribe and their Queen Robab; so great was her 
r^utation, and so far famed her name. 

And when the armies arrived and were all 
established about her, they waited in anxious 
expectation of the event. So the Queen summoned 
one of her tribe, a man of great consequence, and 
said to him — I wish thou wouldst go to these ad- 
vancing people, and see what they are resolved to 
do, what place they come fiom^ and what they want. 
He man went away; and when he came up with the 
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troops, they stopped. Whither in such haste P ihey 
cried ; speak ere thou art a lost man ! Arabs, said 
he, I am come as a messenger to ye ; I want to see 
your chief. Tell me what is your object ; who are 
you ? how are you .called ? We are the noble tribe 
of Abs, said they ; and we are come to devastate 
your lands, and plunder your property, and capture 
your wives and famities. Arab Chiefs, he replied, 
shew Uie your King, lead me to him, that I speak 
with him about the object of this expedition. They 
accordingly introduced him to the King, and he 
kissed the ground before him. Jazeemah asked 
what he wanted, and what brought him there. So 
he told him that Robab had sent him. O King ! 
he continued, what has brought thee forth from thy 
country ? What is the cause of thy departure from 
home? He then informed him that he was come to 
slay the people, and to plunder their property 
Mighty King ! said the other, may God for ever 
confirm thee in thy possessions I Why wouldst thou 
act thus towards us ? On account of your refractory 
conduct towards me, said Jazeemah, and the lan- 
guage I have heard; for all the Arabs have 
submitted to my rule, and obeyed my call, and give 
me tribute and taxes, all but you, ye cowards ! and 
I have heard of your base designs. But I must 
assail you without further preparation, and I shall 
command the^ armies, numerous as the locusts, to 
assault you, and to grind you like grain, and to 



ride you like lions. Return then to her who sent 
thee, and tell her what I have said to thee. 

So the messenger returned with this answer ; and 
when he reached Robab, he communicated all he 
had heard to her. Away back to him, said she, 
and tell him to-morrow morning to sally forth into 
the plain, and to meet me in the field of battle 
before these horsemen. If he subdues me, I will 
submit to him and pay him tribute ; but if I van- 
quish him, I will grant him his life, and take his 
ransom, and by this means we shall spare the lives of 
the people, and be released from war and carnage, 
and then return home to our country. 

The messenger retvuned to King Jazeemah, and 
informed him of the conditions Rob^b had proposed: 
He agreed, and consented, and immediately he 
came down to the field, and he was like a furious 
lion ; he galloped and charged before the warriors, 
and rushed in to the scene of blows and thrusts. 
Que^en Robab dashed down on him, mounted on a 
raven-coloured steed, strong-sinewed. She charged 
with him over the plain till the horsemen were 
amazed. Then they began the storm and bluster, 
the sport and exertion, the give and take, the strug- 
gle and the wrestle, and every eye gazed intently 
on them, and every neck was stretched out at 
them. Just then passed between them two match- 
less spear-thrusts. King Jazeemah^s was the first, 
so roused was he by the terrors and calamities that 



threatened him. But when Robab beheld the spear- 
thrust coming upon her, and that death was in it, 
she bent herself forward till her breast touched the 
horse, and the well-aimed thrust passed without, 
effect. She then replaced herself on her saddle, and. 
dashed furiously at him, and attacked him : she 
struck him with horror, and drove the spear through 
hb chcsl, and forced out the point sparkling at his. 
back. He tottered from his horse, and his senses 
were annihilated. Then the Arabs assailed one 
another, and the earth shook beneath them. Blows 
fell right and wrong, necks were hewn off, and 
hoary beards were stained with blood. The strug- 
gle was intense ; and all the iVrabs in those vallies 
were in universal commotion, hke so many Genii. 

Soon fled the tribe of Abs and Adnan and all 
their allies, and sought their homes and abodes in 
fear of death and annihilation; neither did they 
halt in their flight and rout till they reached their 
own camp; and when they learnt the extent of their 
misfortune, and how many kings and chiefs had 
been shun, the lamentations were general, Calami- 
ties struck them all; they threw down their tents 
and pavilions ; and thus they continued seven days 
and nights, when EngAmroo seated himself on the 
throne of his father, and the Arabs came to con- 
dole with him, and congratulated him on his king- 
dom. But he lived only a short time, and when 
he died his brother Zoheir succeeded him, and' 




reigned in glory and power. His authority wa» 
universally acknowledged, and the Arabian tribes, 
far and near, obeyed and feared him. His subjects 
were happy under his dominion, on account of his 
great influence, and chiefs hastened to testify their 
allegiance. As soon as he was established on his 
throne he resolved on taking his rev^ge, and for 
thb purpose he assembled his armies and auxiliaries, 
and demanded the presence of all the Arabian 
princes. 

In a short time his troops were all pr^|>ared, and 
immediately he set out on his expedition against 
the hostile tribe of Reeyan and their Queen Robab. 
He stopped not till he entered their country. As 
soon as the Princess was informed of this invasion, 
she caUed together her adherents, who came from 
all parts and from the mountains ; but they feared 
foat their families, and their wives, and their cattle 
and camels. They marched eagerly to the conflict, 
and delayed not a moment till they attacked the 
tribe of Abs : they rushed forwards with the inten- 
tion to destroy them. The two tribes soon engaged. 
Fierce was the combat and loud the clamour on all 
sides. The battle raged ; dreadful were the blows 
of the sabre, and frequent the rush of darts and 
javelins; numbers were wounded; every warrior 
stood flrm ; but the cowards fled : patient were the 
noble hearted, but the weak sought safety in flight. 
Many drank the bitter poison of death. King 
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Zoheir encountered the queen of Reeyan on the 
field of battle, whilst she was encoura^g her 
troops The King furiously assaulted her, and 
exclaimed, " Revenge for King Jazeemah." He 
then hurled his lance and struck her on the chest, 
and forced out the weapon between her shoulders, 
and again cried out — O by the noble Arabs ! Their 
only reply was a loud scream, and the battle still 
continued. But when the tribe of Reeyan saw the 
Princess dead, and perceived their attempts were 
frustrated, they were alarmed. Then rushed for- 
ward the tribe of Abs, and attacked them with 
renewed violence. The Reeyanians were routed, 
and fled towards their habitations; — ^the Absians 
pursued them, and spread desolation among them ; 
slew them with their swords, and dispersed them 
amongst their wilds and deserts, until they reached 
their country, where they took possession of their 
tents and plundered their property. Zoheir re- 
turned home and rejoiced in the execution of his 
vengeance. He divided the wealth and lands of 
all that belonged to his enemies' among his own 
people, and all the spoil was given to the rich and 
poor, to his slaves and his chiefs. Many of the 
hostile leaders were put to death : all the Arabs far 
and near were terrified at the extent of his domi- 
nion, and the power of his arm. 

At this period the Caaba and the holy Mecca 
were visited, as at this day. Numerous were the 
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pilgrims at the shrine of Abraham. Sacred were the 
months of pilgrimage ; and had a man even kiQed 
his father at that period, his crime was never men- 
tioned. Zoheir, after he had accomplished these 
glorious deeds, wished to make a pilgrimage; 
which he executed, attended by all the chiefs of 
his tribe. His admiration was great in performing 
the ceremony of walking round the Caaba, and in 
kissing the sacred stone. On his return home, he 
was anxious to erect a building similar to the sacred 
altar, whither pilgrims should resort, where tra- 
vellers might be entertained, and the hungry fed, 
and the fearful be in security ; in whose precincts 
no beasts of prey should be chased ; no blood 
should be shed ; and a transgressor of my law shall 
be instantly put to death with this sword, he ex- / 
claimed. These sentiments he expressed to his 
tribe assembled in council. All were in dismay at 
this resolution, but no one dared to disapprove or 
make any answer. But an old Shiekh, who had 
passed all his days in perusing ancient chronicles, 
and was well ac(}uainted with all the sayings of the 
wise men, who acknowledged the unity of God, the 
maker of the heavens and the earth, ventured forth, 
and expostulated with Zoheir, telling him the Caaba 
was the mansion of the blessed Abraham, and were 
he to presume to imitate it, a cruel death wovli 
avenge the insult; and thus he addi-essed him: — 
" O great King, Son of noble chiefs ? hold and 
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" listen to my words, and renounce the habits of 
" the ignobly bom. Mount not the horse of 
" Outrage, lor it will not rescue thee from the 
" messengers of Death : and soon mayest thou ex- 
"pect him, should'st thou erect in the desert a 
" mansion hke the sacred shrine of the Caaba 
" ahouldat thou establish similar rites and ceremonies 
" and resemblances to Menah and Zengein and the 
" temple. Away, away, their land is the land of a 
" tribe superior to all mankind ; and from them shall 
" appear a noted man, die prophet of God, the torch 
" of darkness, whose faith shall extend east and west 
" with the death bearing-sword of a noble warrior. 
" Away with what thou hast s^d, for thy God is emit 
"of vengeance." 

The King was not easily dissuaded, but at last 
gave way to the argument of the Chief, and no 
longer persisted in his resolution : he was moreover 
induced to re^gn his plan in compliance with all his 
Chiefs, who seconded the word of the Shiekh. In 
this situation remained King Zoheir for some years; 
when he became anxious to marry, and to take a 
wife eminent for her beauty, and elegance of form, 
and of a noble family. He made all enquiries on 
the subject, and at last heai-d there was an Arab, 
strong and miglity in arms, and a famous horseman, 
ctlled Amroo, son of Shedeed, and he had a daugh 
ter whose name was Temadhur, whose equal was to 
be found nather in the plains nor in the cities. Her 
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father was a serere num, asd would let no one 
address lier, ssyii^ his daii^ter would not marry. 
When Zohdr heard this, he longed for her as a 
thirsty man wishes to have water. He pictured to 
himsdf her perfections, before he had ascertained 
her wcrth by enquiries. However^ he did not send 
to demand her in marriage^ but made her fiitbcr 
some handsome presents, and evinced the greatest 
fendnessfer him, making him one of his particular 
. companians, and thus gained his affections. He then 
persuaded him to come and settle in his country^ 
expiesang his great love for him; and thus he 
nev^ ate or drank hot in his society. 

The excess of his pasaon increased daily, to sudi 
a d^ree, that he reserved to assemble a party of his 
followers called the tribe of Ghorab^ and instruct 
them to attack the fimnly of Amroo^ and pkioler 
his jKoperty, but not to kill ainr one^ or do any 
personal injury. So by this stratagem he expected 
to discover Temadhur among his prisoners, and thm 
have an opp o rtu nity of speaking to her. Thetribeof 
Crhcnrabwereacoofdingly ordered on this expeditioo, 
and instantly they set out, in number five hundred. 
Without (hfficolty they seized the jaxtpetty, took 
Amroo prisoner with his wife and family, and 
plundered his camels and cattle, but refrained from 
slaying any one. Wh^i the King heard what had 
happoied, he mounted his hone in order to bdioU 
what he anxiously desired. Hefound them in dismay. 



expecting asustance from the tribe of Abs. The 
family were lookinjf at their flocks disperBed sbcMit, 
but Temadhur was standing at the d(«r of the tent, 
blooming an the dawning sun, and her forehead bright 
as its rays, and her cheeks were red as the pinny, 
her hair dishevelied, black as night. When Zoheir 
saw this, his passion greatly increased ; he cried 
out, and instantly his people rushed forward and 
furiously attacked the tribe of Ghorab : the women 
fled, but Zoheir ordered Rebia, son of Jead, to hide 
TemedJiur under her veil, which was accordingly 
done. 

Thirty prisoners were ser.ured belonging to the 
tribe of Ghorab ; they and their property were de- 
livered up ; and when quiet was restored, the King 
ordered a magnificent feast to be pre[»ared, tli:it he 
might make merry with his tribe and followers. They 
and the fatherof Temadhur soon assembled together, 
and in less than an hour grief was converted into 
joy; the wine was plentifully distributed, and the 
uproar was great. The King soon became intoxica- 
ted, and launched out into violent praise of Amroo 
the son of Shedeed ; and he ceased not to entol and 
laud his deeds till the tears came into his eves, and 
the wine disordered his senses. Then Amroo got 
on his legs and addressed Zoheir: — O mighty and 
magnanimous King, I am your slave. My tongue 
fwls in description of your virtues. God lias given 
me BOtbing that I prize butmy daughter Temadhur, 
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from whom I have kept all suitors. I request of ye, 
assembled Chiefs, that he may accept her as his 
handmaiden. 

As soon as Zoheir heard this, he rejoiced and was 
glad ; and the Absians answered, and we too will 
beg Eing Zoheir to accept her, and to cause the 
daughters of noble chiefs to wait on her. As soon 
as Zoheir heard these words, he leaped up, and 
taking the old man by the hand, most earnestly 
entreated him to consent. He richly clothed him, 
and made him handsome presents, and then said, 
She shall be, O Chief, equal to the most elevated 
in rank, and highest in dignity. The marriage 
canopy was instantly pitched, and there was no 
further demur. The damsels advanced conducting 
the concealed treasure. Her approach was at that 
moment sweeter to him than sleep to the wearied 
eyelids, and he beheld in her the stem of a tall reed, 
and the rose of the soul. They were immediately 
united ; on the second day Zoheir arose and thanked 
his fortune, irritated as he had been. He made 
presents, and distributed the gold and silver, and he 
made Amroo's people remain with him, that he 
might treat them for seven days, when he made the 
marriage-feast, slaughtering camels and sheep. 

The King^s surprise and delight made him so 
vain and conceited, that at last he imparted to his 
wife the stratagem by which he had obtained her 
without a dower or settlement. When she heard 



this, her soul revolted at the act. She was a shrewd 
sensible woman, but she said nothing to him about it 
all the next day ; when intoxicated, he wished to caress 
her, she repulsed him, and turning away from him, 
Bwd — Are you not ashamed of what you have 
done ? Do you pretend to liberality and generoaty, 
and thus seize the daughters of brave men by force, 
and refuse them a dower? 

These words irritated the Chief greatly, and he 
answered, I have not been so avaricious ; I had 
recourse to this violent act, because your father 
yielded not to my proposals, and repulsed all sui- 
tors from you. I had therefore no other means of 
dealing with him but by this outrage; and you 
know, that had your father accepted my proposals 
for marriage at first, then you would have seen what 
I would have given you, and the dower I would 
have presented. You have confessed the deed, she 
replied, and you have won me by force ; this is the 
work of violence: but we are indeed more cunning 
than you. 

As soon as Zoheir heard these words he was 
greatly enraged, and his anger exceeded all bounds: 
he rose from his bed and exclaimed, Where have 
you seen any folly in me.' and where, as you say, 
are you more sagacious than I am ? Be not angry, 
O King, said she ; know that he who speaks too 
freely will often have a bitter reply, and he wh( 
contemptuously treats women, will get into difficul- 
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lies. Know then that I am the sister of that woman 
you beheld, so beautiful and fair ; you have not 
succeeded with her, and have not obtained posses- 
sion of her charms. She is more beautiful than the 
sun and moon. I am not worthy to be her hand- 
maid. I do not possess a particle of her charms. 
On the face of the earth there is not her equal : 
amongst the daughters of Arabia there is not her 
like. By your show of liberality you deceived my 
father ; he gave me to you ; but my aster's name is 
Temadhur, at the sight of whom every beholder is 
amazed, and every heart is in raptures. But I am 
called Khidaa ; and between her and me there is a 
vast distance, both in beauty and disposition ; but 
it is now too late : had you not done this, I would 
not have informed you of what has passed. 

The pleasing dream fled. How can I believe you? 
said the King. If, said she, you wish to prove my 
words, you have only to order some old woman to 
go and look jit my sister behind her veil, and then 
the truth and mistake will be evident. No human 
being can behold your sister, added he, but a mer- 
chant,' or a blacksmith, or an astrologer, or a 
perfumer. You are tight, she replied, for the 
daughters of Arabia value the goods of a 
merchant, a blacksmith, an astrologer, and a per- 
fumer. Then, said the King, there is no intelli- 
gence like the eyes, and no sight like the hearing 
of the ears. I am mjrself an Arab, and I must 
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undertake the business myaelf. I will execute all 
that is necessary, and will go to your li'juse in the 
form of a perfumer. 

He slept till the day dawned, when he said to his 
attendants, If any one should demand admittance 
to me to-morrow, say You cannot enter to day. He 
undressed himself and took off his royal robes, and 
habited himself as a poor man, and took with him 
some perfumes and drugs ; for he was greatly vexed 
at what had passed. He departed from his tent, his 
loins ^rt round, and bis feet naked, and when he 
was at some distance he quickened his pace. 

But his wife Temadhur, as soon as the King was 
gone, also rose, and threw off her veil, and putting 
on the cloak of her husband, dressed herself 
man, and leaving the tent, sought the tent of her 
family. When she reached it, she sent for her 
mother, and her father, and her brothers, and told 
them all she had heard from the King her husband. 
When her father and brothers heard this, they were 
greatly surprised at her cunning and her disguise. 
She kissed her father, and s^d to him. Do you and 
my brothers withdraw instantly and conceal your- 
selves close at hand; and when King Zoheir 
arrives and comes towards us, with his cloak-bag 
over his shoulders, we will let him in and detain 
him ; do you also rush in, and instandy lay hold of 
him, keep him fast, and do not let him go until 
he makes good the marriage dower ; or we shall, 
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be a scandal among the Arabs. And if he abuses 
you for this, tell him it is a return for his acts 
towards us, and the disgraces his stratagem has 
brought on your daughter. On this, they retired, 
armed themselves with swords, and lay concealed. 
Temadhur took off her man's attire, and put on the 
robes of a secluded female, and drew her veil ovef 
her eyes, and blackened her eyelids with antimony, 
and sat down, expecting Zoheir would arrive, conver- 
sing in the mean time with her mother. 

Zoheir soon appeared from amongst the tents, 
and his eyes were like the eyes of a fox. Temad- 
hur's mother cried out. Enter, merchant ; have you 
any perfumes that will suit my daughter? He 
entered, and throwing down his cloak-bag off his 
shoulders, and looking towards his wife, sfdd. Are 
the perfumes for this damsel ? Yes, said she. He was 
much confounded, but asked her name. She said, 
Temadhur. He then asked. Have you any other 
daughter ? Yes, said she, her sister, whose name is 
Ehidaa^ but when King Zoheir demanded her in 
marriage, we did not consent to it, and so gave him 
her sister. He knows nothing about it, but we 
hope to marry her to one of the noblest chiefs. 

The light became darkness in his eyes. He 
thought within lumself, verily I will carry off this 
damsel, and her father and brothers shall die with 
rage. . And when he wished that they would choose 
some of his drugs, that he might return, the father 
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and brothers rushed upon him like lions, seized 
him, and bound him hand and foot, His wife sto 
before him, and threw off her veil, and rejoicing 'm, 
her heart, O King, s^d she, what think you of youR 
situation and your artifieea ? Who of us is the moslll 
cunning ? 

The King was in despair, and considered himseU 
as dead ; but when be saw his wife, his life : 
spirits revived. Well, said he, what do you intend 
by this ? Your disgrace for your acts towards u^ 
replied she, and your boast in having got possession 
of me by fraud and deceit; and we swear by Gocb 
and Abraham, we will not let you go, neither shal 
you see me yield to you, or listen to you, or obey 
you, until you grant me a favour, and swear by the 
Holy Zemzen that you will give to my father and 
brethren your protection, and confirm my marriage 
with a grant of camels and other beasts. Do this 
"mmediately, or you shall for ever remain in durance. 

When Zoheir heard what she stud, he smiled a 
what she liad done, and was ashamed of his own 
deeds. I will give you, said he, five hundred camels ; 
so now let me go. It is not enough for one hour 
that I have been your wife, Siud she. I will more- 
over, continued he, add five hundred high priced 
camels. That, swd she, will be even little for s 
single day. If, O Temadhur, cried Zoheir, 
must reckon up every hour of each night, and each I 
day, and buy them as at a market, you will take J 



from me all my property, both my he-camels and 
Ehe-camel$. Upon that she smiled, and let him loose, 
and they settled the business between ihem, vix. 
that he should give them a thousand he and she- 
camels, twenty horses, fifty male slaves, and fifty fe- 
male. To this he swore by the God of the holy 
shrine of Zemzem and Mekam. They then went 
to dinner, and he remained with them nntil dark, 
when he returned with his wife, her lather and 
brothers in company until they came to his tent; 
there they separated, King Zoheir retiring to his 
wife ; and as his love for her greatly increased by 
reason of her conduct, he gave her vast possessions ; 
but no one knew what hai.1 happened to him, and 
things remained in this state until she brought forth 
(en sons, all like lions ; of whom were Shas, ICeseer, 
Cais, Nakshel, Malik, Nooful, Haiilh, Khidash, 
Warcah, Gaiidll, and afterwards one daughter, 
who was Moot?jeredali . 

And it was a custom among the Arabs, that when 
a woman biBught forth ten male children, she 
should be called Moonejeba, i. e. ennobled, and her 
namebe published amongst the Arabs; and they used 
to say that the wife of such a one is ennobled. Now 
Mootejeredah, the daughter of King Zoheir, was 
the beauty of the age, and in wit and sense surpas- 
sed all the daughters of Arabia. And Fatima, the 
daughter of Hewseb, was also a Moonejeba, the 
wife of Zeead, the son of Atxiallah, and she also 
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brought forth ten sons ; they were called Rebia, 
Amarali, Ans, Hafiz, Talib, Ghalib, Dinrak, 
Amroo, and Zitak. Thus the children of Zoheir, 
unci Carad, and Zeead, became the chiefs of the 
tribe of Abs, and their noble leaders, particularly 
the family of Carad, who consisted of Shedad, 
Malek, and Zakhmet-ool Jewad, who were all illus- 
trious warriors. King Zoheir was established in his 
dominions, and all the Arabs and Kings of the age 
obeyed him, and sent him presents from every 
quarter. And the tribe of Abs passed their time 
in plundering and killing the chieftains, till all 
Arabia was overawed by their power, and aU the 
dwellers of the deserts feared them. 

Now the narrators of this History, Asmael, and 
Zohcinah, and Aboo Obeidah state, that ten horse- 
men of the family of Carad quitted the country to 
seek their fortunes, and among them was Shedad 
the son of Carad, and he was called the Knight of 
Jirwet, for his mare was called Jirwet, whose like 
was unknown. Kings negotiated with him for her, 
but he would* not part with her, and would accept 
of no offer or bribe for her ; and thus he used to 
talk of her in his verses : 

" Seek not to purchase my horse, for Jirwet is not 
to be bought or borrowed. I am a strong castle 
on her back, and in her bounds is glory and great- 
" ness. I would not part with her were strings of 
*^ camels to come to me with their shepherds follow 







" ing them. She flies with the wind vithout wings, 
" and tears up the waste and the desert I will keep 
" her for the day of calamities, and she will- rescue 
" me when the battle-dust rises." 

The party Bet out from the land of Shuerebah; 
the ten were all refuted warriors and famed horse- 
men; they were all clothed in iron armour and 
brilliant cuirasses ; their object was to obtain horses 
and camels. They continued their journey till 
they entered the country of Cahtan : they lay con- 
cealed idl day, and only travelled by night At 
length they reached the mountams of Aja and 
Selma ; and there, between two bills, they discovered 
a wealthy tribe, possessed of considerable property 
jind great riches; they were called the tribe of 
Jezeela. Numerous were their tents, and tbeir 
dwellings, and their warlike weapons, &c, and the 
camp was like the boisterous sea dashing its waves, 
so numerous were their slaves, and attendants, and 
th^ hrarses of various colours. It was a tribe under 
no uiprehenuon from the changes of fortune. 

And when the Absiana perc«ved thor vast wealth 
and prosperous situation, they feared to attack them, 
so they accordingly quitted them and made for their 
pasture ground, where they perceived a thousand 
camels grazing, there b^ng much grass in that spot, 
and with them was a black woman, who was watch- 
ing them. She was uncommonly beautiful and well- 
shaped; her appearance was elegant and striking: 
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and with her were two children, looking after die 
camels and rftning about. As soon ^ the Absians 
saw the camels, they attacked them, and hunted 
them like hares with their spears, then drove them 
away, together with the woman and children ; yet 
keeping in the rear, ready to attack whoever might 
overtake them ; and they had not gone far ere the 
people came after them, crying out. Whither would 
flight secure you, you wretches ? here are we in 
pursuit of you. Verily your feet have borne you to 
your ruin and destruction. Upon this the Absians 
fixed their spears, and gave the reins to their horses, 
and met their assailants, pouncing down on them 
like falcons. They stood firm of soul, and plied 
their lances among them: blood flowed, and the 
horsemen were stretched on the earth, where they 
left them as carrion for the wild beasts of the desert. 
The tribe of Jezeelah fled, unable to resist the foe, 
and retreated to their own country, their heroes 
being slain and their property captured. 

The Absians drove away the camels and cattle^ 
and returning home, they halted by the side of a 
stream, in order to divide the property. But the 
woman who was carried ofi^ with the camels had 
made a great impression on the heart of Shedad, 
and he longed for her in his soul ; her form was 
delicate, her eye inspired love, her smile was 
enchanting, and her gestures graceful. As the poet 
has said, ^^ In blackness there is some virtue, if you 
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" observe its beauty well, thy eyes do not regard the 
" white or red. Were it not for the black of the mole 
*^ on a fair cheek, how would lovers feel the value 
of its brilliancy. Were not musk black, it would 
not be precious. Were it not for the black of 
night, the dawn would not rise. Were it not for 
the black of the eye, where would be its beauty ? 
^^ and thus it is, that the black ambergris has the 
" purest fragrance.'' He therefore took the woman, 
and gave them the booty, that they might renounce 
her. So he kept her to himself. 

This woman's name was Zebeeba, and the two 
children were her's; the eldest was called Jereer, 
and the youngest Shiboob. He remained with the 
woman in the field, and the children tended the 
flocks. Shedad visited her morning and evening ; 
and thus matters continued till she became pregnant; 
and when her time came, she brought forth a boy, black 
and swarthy like an elephant, flat nosed, blear eyed, 
harsh featured, shaggy haired ; the comers of his 
lips hanging down, and the inner angles of his eyes 
bloated ; strong boned, long footed ; he was like a 
fragment of a cloud, his ears immensely long, and 
with eyes whence flashed sparks of fire. His shape, 
limbs, form, and make resembled Shedad ; and She- 
dad was overjoyed at seeing him, and called him 
Antar, and for many days he continued to gaze on 
him with delight. But when Zebeeba wished to 
wean him, he grumbled and growled exceedingly, 




e corneES ot liis eyes became Fiery 
he appeared like a mass of crimson blood ; and this 
was hia conditioD till he was weaned. And he grew 
up, and his name became kno^vn ; but those 
had accompanied Shedad in the expedition, having 
heard of him, all wanted to clium him as theirs. 
So they aU assembled and hastened to him, each 
ima^ning he belonged to him, and gave him his 
name; till at last ihey disputed about him, and 
almost drew their swords, and would have fought, 
had not respect for King Zoheir prevented them. 
The circumstance soon reached the King, who 
ordered them to his presence ; and it happened oq 
that day that he had many guests with him at 
dinner ; and whilst they were sitting down, Shedad 
and hia companions came and kissed the ground 
in the presence of the King. He asked them what 
had happened, and what was the cause of the 
c|uarrel. They then informed him, and related all 
that had passed between Shedad and the 
their excursion ; how lie had taken her to himselfj 
and had given them the plunder ; how she bare him 
a son, whose shape and appearance resembled a 
negro, and how they now all clwrncd the child as 
their slave, because he was very stout and strong. 
When Zoheir heard this adventure he was greatly 
surprised, and he said to Shedad, I wish you would 
jtfoducc the young slave that is the object of con- 
tention, that I may sec him. Upon that, Shedad 
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departed and brought Antar before him ; and the 
King beheld him, and \o ! he was Uke a lion when 
he roars. As soon as he saw him he gave a loud 
scream, and threw a piece of meat at him ; but a dog 
that was there got before him, and snatched up the 
meat like a hawk, and ran away. But Antar fol- 
lowed him till he came up with him ; he was great- 
ly enraged, and seized hold of him with all his 
strength. He wrenched open his jaws, and tore 
them in twain even to the shoulders, and snatched 
the meat out of his mouth. When the King saw 
this, he was astonished, and the Arab chiefs that 
were present were amazed ; and exclaimed, what in- 
genuity, what power, strength, and ability ! O my 
friends, said King Zoheir, contend no more about 
such a wretch as this ! but if it is absolutely neces- 
sary that this business should be decided, I must 
refer you to the Cadi Bashar, son of Codha'ah the 
Fazarean, let him give sentence on this point, and 
settle to whom this slave belongs. Tell him the 
story, for he is the Cadi of the Arabs. 

When they heard King Zoheir's remarks, they 
instantly withdrew their hands from their swords, 
and ifiounting their. horses, went before the Cadi, 
to whom they explained what had happened. In 
fine, the Cadi decided that the child should be the 
property of Shedad ; for he was their leader, and 
no one but him had any connexion with the woman. 
You agreed to the partition, said he, and he affixed 




e to htm ; you have therefore 
woman, and you took your share of the spoil and 
plunder ; besides, the child resembles Shedad. 
Contend and be at variance no more, but return is 
peace and quietness. Thus, as soon as the Arab 
chiefs heard the Cadi's sentence, they yielded ; and 
when they reached their homes, they passed their 
in friendship and comfort. Soon after, Shedad made A 
separate house for Zebeeba and her children, and be 
gave her whatever she wanted, and consigneil over to 
her charge her two children, and also gave her particu* 
lar injunction about her youngest son called Antar. 
Now Antar was becoming a big boy, and grew^ 
up, and used to accompany his mother to the pas- 
tures, and he watched the catde ; and tliis he conti-* 
oued to do till he increased in stature. He used to 
walk and run about to harden himself, till at length 
his muscles were strengthened, his frame altogeth* 
more robust, and his bones more hrui and solid, and 
his speech correct. He then began to tyrannize 
over boys of the same age, arid beat his brothers ; 
and when he returned from the pastures he amusec^ 
himself with the servants and women, and he would 
eat nothing but what he hked; and wlftwver 
offended him he would thrash with a stick ; till he 
tortured him, and all the tribe were his enemies. 
He used to employ himself in tending the fiocks, 
and as he conducted them, he wandered about the 
deserts and plains, and loved Eolitude and retirement. 
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His days were passed in roaming about the moun- 
tains sides, sometimes riding upon the dogs, by which 
he acquired courage and intrepidity ; and thus he 
went on till he attained his tenth year. One day he 
was wandering over the deserts with the flocks, and 
when the sun was burning hot, he left his people 
and climbed up a tree and took shelter from the 
heat, whilst the flocks grazed, and he watched them; 
when lo ! a wolf started from behind the trees, and 
dispersed them. But Antar seeing how the animal 
had dispersed the herds, he descended and ran after 
him till he overtook him, and struck him with his 
staff between the eyes ; he made the oil of his brains 
Jfly out from between his ears, and slew him ; he then 
cut off his head and his legs, and returned growling 
like an angfiy lion. And so thou wouldst devour 
Antar^s flocks ? cried he, addressing himself to the 
dead wolf; but thou dost not know that he is a 
savage Uon. He put the head and legs into the scrip 
he had with him ; leaving the carcase, he returned 
to the flocks, and thus spoke.— 

" Oh thou wolf, eager for death, I have left thee 
** wallowing in dust, and spoiled of life, thoii wouldst 
" have the run of my flocks, but t have left thee 
*^ dyed with blood — thou wouldst disperse my sheep, 
^^ and thou knowest I am a lion that never fears. 
" This is the way I treat thee, thou dog of the desert. 
*' Hast ever before seen battle and wars P'' 

About evening Antar reached his dwelling ; his 



mother took tlie basket from him, and there slie 
saw the wolTs head and legs. She was quite a 
founded, but said notliing. She presented tliei 
Shedod, wlio only desired her not to let him strajV: 
about. Do thou and he mind the cattle, and go not 
far into the wilds, lest some foe meet thee. Zebeeba 
promised obedience to the words of her lord, and 
the next day she departed with her three children 
to the pastures, whither they drove the herds to 
graze among the plains and the lulls. Sut Antar 
rode about the country on the horses, and obtained 
strength and agility by the exercise ; he drove them 
over the steeps, hurling his reed spear at the trunks 
of the trees; and his mother concealed these ci 
stances from his faiJier, fearing he woidd beat him 
or kill him. It was thus he became bold and hardy j 
his limbs were robust, his bodily powers increased, 
and his mind was improved by courage and intre- 
pidity. And when a camel would stray away, he 
would cry out and make it stop, and he would 
struggle with and subdue the mightiest of the herds;' 
and when he seized one by the tail, he tore it off; 
and when they resisted him, he would strike ther 
on the back of the head, or tear open their mouths ;' 
and thus he continued his feats till aU the servants 
were afr^d of him, and every one far and near 
dreaded him. 

Now King Zoheir had two hundred slaves thatJ 
tended his herds of he and she-camels, and ail his 
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sons had the same. Shas was the eldest of lus »oii);, 
and heir to his poBsessioDS, and Shas had a ilave 
whose name was Daji, and he was a great bully. 
Shas was very fond of htm on account of his vast 
bodily strength ; and there waa not a slave but 
feared him and trembled before him : Antar how- 
ever made no account of him, and did not care for 
him. One ^y the poor men, and widows, luid 
orphans met together and were driving th«r camels 
and their flocks to drink, and were all standing by 
the water (dde. Daji came up and stopped them all, 
and took possession of the water for his master's 
cattle. Just then an old woman belonging to 
the tribe of Abs came up to him, and accosted 
him in a suppliant manner, saying. Be so good, 
master Paji, as to let my catde drink ; th^ are 
all the pr(q)erty I possess, and I live hy their 
milk. Pity my flock and cover my nakedness ; have 
compas^on on me and grant my request, and let 
them drink. But he paid no attenlioQ to her demand, 
and abused her. She Vas greatly distressed and 
shrunk back. Hien came another old woman and 
addressed him, master Daji, I am a poor weak 
old woman, as you see ; time has dealt hardly with 
me, it has aimed its arrows at me ; and its duly and 
nightly calamities have destroyed all my men. I 
have lost my children and my husband, and ^nce 
then I have been in great distress ; these sheep arc 
all I possess ; let them drink, for I live on the 



milk they produce. Pity my forlorn state ; I havi 
DO ODe to tend them, therefore grant my request 
and be so kind as to let them drink. 

As soon as Daji heard these words, and percdve^ 
the crowd of women and men, !iis pride increased 
and his obstinacy was not to be moved, but b^ 
struck the woman on the stomach, and threw hef 
down on her back, and uncovered liec nakednes^ 
whilst all the slaves laughed at her. When Antar 
perceived what had occurred, his pagan pride played 
throughout all his Urabs, and he could not endure 
the Mght. He ran up to tlie slave, and calling out 
to him, You bastard, said he, what mean you bji 
this disgusting action ? Do you dare to violate i 
Arab woman ? May God destroy your limbs, aoA 
all that consented to this act. 

When the slave heard what Antar said, he 
abnost fainted from indignation ; he met him, and 
struck him a blow over the face tliat neariy knocked 
out his eyes. Antar waited till he had recovered fromf 
the blow, and bis senses returned ; he then ran at> 
[he slave, and seizing him by one of the legs, threw 
him oil hifl back. He tlirust one hand under hi» 
thighs, and with the other he grasped his neck, and 
raising him by the force of his arm, he dashed him 
ag^nst the ground. And his length and breadth 
were all one mass. When the deed was done his 
fury was unbounded, and he roared aloud even a 
alion. And when the slaves perceived the fate (^ 



Daji, they shrieked out to Anfar, saying, You have 
slain the slave of Prince Shas ! What man on earth 
can now protect you ? They attacked him with 
staves and stones, but he resisted them all ; he 
rushed with a loud yell upon theai, and proved him- 
self a hardy warrior, aad dealt among them with his 
stick as a hero with his sword. 

Now among the sons of Zoheir there was one 
whose name was Malik, and because he was of a 
mild and gentle disposition, he was beloved of men 
and women ; and his father Zoheir adored him for 
the sweetness of his temper, and gendeness of 
his conduct. It ao happened that on this day he 
went out with a numerous train to hunt, and pas- 
sing that way he heard some confused cries, and 
perceived a great dust. On approaching the [dace, 
he observed a number of slaves surrounding one 
man, whom he discovered to be Antar ; the blood 
streamed from all parts of his body from the blows 
they struck him with sticks and stones ; yet he was 
determined to die sooner than give way. When the 
Prince saw this, his eyes fiUed with tears, and in pity 
he cried out, God prosper thee for a noble slave ; 
how hard are thy blows, how vast thy powa: ! and 
then, addressing the slaves, he said, Accursed be 
your fathers, and your abandoned mothers ! Do you 
not fear the punishment and condemnation of eveiy 
one far and near .' Why have you collected in such 
numbers, and all conspired against one poor fellow, 




and thus to vent your fury on one much younger tlian 
yourselves? Away, or I will destroyyou all, both high? 
and low, with this sword. He then went to Antar, ttf 
leam what was the matfpr,and hp heard him gruwlii^ 
like a furious lion, and repeating these verses. 

" O my soul ! strive not to fly, thou cans'i 
" escape when death seeks thee; death is predestined^ 
" it will come in some shape or other. Endure t 
" with the patience of one nobly born. Fly not fraai 
" the fears of death, or thou wilt remain scorned 
"among tlie Arab chiefs." 

The Prince desired Antar to explain the bu»nee 
which he did, and told him all that had happened 
between Daji and the old woman ; how he had strud 
her, and thrown her on her back ; how he 
uncovered her person, and made the people laugh a 
her. I then came up to prevent him ; he struck d 
in the eye and nearly killed me; but I seized him witJ 
my hand, and dashed him against the ground, 
broke his bones, and then his slaves attacked me 
and wanted to seize me in revefige; but I though 
proper to defend myself: had you not arrived ] 
should have been killed. 

When Prince Malik heard this, his admiratia 
of Antar increased, and he was convinced he v 
liero, and that there was not such another aMve, 
Walk by my side, said lie, I will protect you against 
every one that exists under the heavens, against a 
who eat bread and drink water. Antar bowed dowA 
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before him aod kissed his feet iu his stirrup, and 
walked on with the slaves. But when they come 
nigh the teuts, tlierc appeared his brother Shaa ; in 
his hand was a flaming sword, and under him 
a steed swifter than a cloud when it rains, and his 
bosom was charged with fury and indignation, and 
lie was about to s]ay Antar. When his brother 
Malik saw him, he was aware if he did nut keep him 
away from Antar, he would injure him. How is it 
I see thee so disturbed ? said he. Know, said Shas, 
this accursed Antar has killed my servant, and I 
am come to cut his body in pieces with this sword. 
Vou must not touch him, said Mahk; he who dares 
to oppose him is a dead man. I have given him my 
•protection; I will not be separated from him; sooner 
will I forfeit my head, 

Shas took no notice ^ but fixed his eyes on Antar, 
who was walking by the ade of his brother. He 
no longer heeded his brother ; but ran at Antar, 
that he might put him to death with tortures. 
Then too, Prince Malik was enraged ; he drew 
his sword from the scabbard; the two brothers 
soon became so violent that their disputes would 
have ended in a battle, had not King Zoheir, who 
had been informed of what was passing, instantly 
joined them. Malik was abashed in the presence 
of his father, and Shas also quitted his brother, 
my son, sud Zoheir, give this slave to me and 
to your brother Malik, and I will in lieu of him 
give you ten of mine. Upon that, Shas retreated. 




in shame from the [absence of his father. Why dii 
you kill my Eon's servant, said Zoheir to Antar, ani 
thus disgrace him ? and Antar wept at these words; 
he related what had occurred, how the servant has 
thrown the woman on her back, and rendered h< 
an object of derision among the servants, The Sing 
assured him he approved of his conduct, and tumii 
towards the Chiefs about him, This valiant felloi 
said he, has defended the honour of women; hewiA 
shine a noble warrior, and destroy his opponents; ana 
then looking at Shedad, your son's conduct refledl 
credit on you ; he added, his behaviour will rem^ 
as a memorial to all generations ; he has loathed 
oppresion and violence, and has followed the path 
propriety and virtue. 

Shedad on that day, wlien in the presence of t 
King, was much alarmed about his slave Antai^ 
because he was considered as compromising t 
about him. Take away your son, said Zoheir 
bim, I give him to you ; take care of him until 
demand him of you again, and be not at all annoye 
Prom that day both King Zoheir and his son Mal2 
conceived a great affection for Antar, and as Antai 
returned home, the women and their daughters 
collected round him to ask him what had happened; 
amongst them were his aunts, and his cousin, v 
name was Ibla. 

Now Ibla was younger than Antar, and a merrji 
lass; she was lovely as the full moon, and perfect^ 
beautiful and elegant. She frequently joked witl 



Antar, and was very familiar with hiin, as he was 
her servant. As soon as she came up to him on that 
day, you base-bom, she cried, why didst thou kill 
the slave of Prince Shas ? who can now protect thee 
from him? Indeed, my mistress, he replied, I did no 
more than he deserved, for he had insulted a poor 
woman ; he threw her down, and made the servants 
laugh at her. Thou hast acted most properly, smd 
Ibia, smiling, and we are rejoiced that thou art safe, 
for thou knowest our mothers consider thee as their 
son, and we look on thee as a hrother, on account 
of thy services. On this the women and ^Is 
left him. 

Now it was always Antar's husineas to wait upon 
all the women of the family of Carad, after he had 
finished his duty towards Semeeoh, his father She- 
dad's wife, whoae attendant be was. It was a custom 
among the Arab women at that period, to drink 
camel's milk both morning and evening ; it was the 
servant's ofHce to milk it, and cool it in the wind. 
Now Antor always performed this office for Se- 
meeoh, Shcdad's wife first, and then for his aunts, 
the wives of his uncles Zakmet-ool Jewad and Malik, 
and for Ibla, the daughter of the latter. He con- 
tinued to execute this service for a long time ; but 
one day he entered the house of his uncle MaHk, 
and found his aunt combing his cousin Ibla's bur, 
which flowed down her back, dark as the shades of 
night. Antar was quite surprised, but Ibla ran 



away as sood as Antar had entered and seen her, t 
her sable locks waved to the ground behind he 
This increased Antar "s astonishment ; he was greatly 
agitated, and could paj- no attention to any thing; 
he was anxious and thoughtful, and when by hiro 
self burst forth into the following strains, 

" That fair maid lets down her rbglets, and she ii 
" completely hid in her bar, which appears like tiui 
"dark shades of night. It is as if shcwei 
" brilliant day, and as if Ibe night had enveloped her 
" in obscurity. It is as if the full moon was shinii^ 
" in its splendour, and all the stars were concealed' 
" by its lustre. Her charms bewitch all around her, 
"and all are anxious to offer their services; they 
" Uve in her beauties and loveliness, and they a 
" imbued with sweetness from her perfections, anS 
" receive new spirit from her graces. Revile me n 
" for my love of her, for I am distracted for her, 
" and Uve but as the victim of my love. 
" conceal my aiFection in my sou! till I cai 
" that I am sufficiently fortunate one day to serve 
" her." 

Antar's anguish daily became more oppressiTe. 
It now happened to be the time of the pilgrimage to 
the holy shrine, and the worship of their idols ; and 
the women and children being left behind in the 
camp, the warriors and cliiefs came out for the feast 
at a spot called Zatool Irsad, whence they departed 
for the sacred place. Accordingly they all met, iumI 
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the children simg and danced. Ibla was amongst 
them, richly dressed, playing and sin^ng amongst 
ber coni|)anions. She was decorated with necklaces 
and jewels, and her countenance was brilliant and 
blooming — more dazzling than the rays of the sun. 
When Antar saw her in all her beauty and loveli- 
ness, he was overwhelmed with surprise, his tears 
flowed, and he thus addressed her in verse : 

" The lovely virgin has struck my heart with the 
" arrow of a glance, for which there it no cure. 
" SMnetimes she wishes for a feast in the sand-hillt, 
" like a fawn whose eyes are full of mag^c. My 






n me, it i 



n my 



entrails. 



" ceal it ; but its very concealment discloses it. She 
" moves ; I should say it was the branch of the 
" Tamarisk that waves its branches to the southern 
" breeze. She approaches ; I should say it was the 
" frightened fawn, when a calamity alarms it in the 
"waste. She walks away— 1 should say her face 
" was truly the sun when its lustre dazzles the he- 
" holders. She gazes — I should say It was the full 
" moon of the night when Orion girds it with its 
" stars. She smiles, andthe pearls of her teeth sparkle, 
" in which there is the cure for the sickness of lovers. 
" She prostrates herself in reverence towards her 
" God ; and the greatest of men bow down to her 
" beauties. Ibla ! when I most despmr, love for 
" thee and all its weaknesses are my only hope. 
'* Should fortune or my father assist me, I will 
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" requite myself for its vidratudes by my fearlessi 
" spirit." 

When Ibia heard fi-om Antar this description ofj 
her charms, she was in astonishment ; yet she etiU.. 
contiiiued Co tiniiise herself and converse with her 
eompanions. Before the feast was over he was vio- 
lently in love with her, and his affection completely 
overpowered him. On the next day he came as 
usual with the milk ; but his heart and soul were so 
pre-occupied and troubled, that he offered it bJ 
Ihla before Semeeah, his father's wife ; for his feet 
went where his heart was interested. Ihla look tlie' 
cup from him and fascinated him by her charms. 
Semeeali was very angry, and determined to com- 
plain of hiiLi to his father ; but Antar continued in 
this state for days and nights, his love and anguish 
ever increasing. 

A short time after, a slave called Zajir, who be- 
longed to Rebia, the son of Zeead, came to Shedad ; 
master, said he, your slave Antar does nothing 
but injure your property; he ranges about the 
country, and all day long he keeps the cattle away 
from the water and the pastures, riding and driving 
them about, and reducing their flesh by incessant 
exercise, and injuring the trees by spearing them ; 
and when I order him not to do so, he abuses me 
and beats me, and were I to go near him he would 
kill me. This made Shedad very angry. You tell 
me the truth, my boy, he rephed, for from tlie 



41 

line I have directed trim to tend my herds, they do 
not get fat, but have ulcers in thar feet ; and this isa 
proof that he rides theoi and drives them about the 
rocky places, and thns they lose their flesh. 

As soon as Semeeah heard this, shf sought to 
puni^ Antar, and told Shedad what had occurred; 
and complained that Antor had offered the milk to 
Ibla before her. This added to the angir wliich She- 
dad already felt in his heart, but he wiuted patiently 
till Antar returned from the pasture; he then seized 
fast hold nf him, tied him up, and beat him with a 
stick till he took the skin off. His motlier saw aU 
this, but did not dare to speak to her mdster, not 
knowing the cause of this cruel treatment, but she 
afterwards enquired of other women, who told her 
that Zajtr had complained oi' him, and that Semeeah 
alao had complained of his having sened the milk 
to Ihla before lier. Zebeebah treasured up all this 
in her mind till the morning, when she went to 
Antar, and told him the whole matter, how Zajir 
had complained of liim, and that Semeeah had stated 
that she had been eerved with nulk after Ibla. O 
my son, said she, henceforward take care not to 
erfRnd lier, but execute the office properly; and 
moreover, do not cast thine eyes on Ibla, for she 
will be thy rum. No sooner had Antar heard this 
than he struggled with the cords that bound him, 
and bursting them, started forward like a lion, and 
in wrath exclaimed in verse : 




" This day will I slay Zajir, ihe accursed i 
" mous slave. I will leave him in tl:e middle ol 
" waste, a, prey for the devouring beasts. W hen 1h 
" is gone, my heart will be at rest, and my soul w 
" be appeased. Who told hini to troubk him 
" about this business, and to endanger me f If I d 
" not haste to the desert to slay him, my heart « 
" never he at rest, nor my eyes ever sleep." 

Then went he forth in search of Zajir ; he found 
him in the pastures. Thou base-bom, he eried, 
thou son of an uncircumcised mother, thou instigated 
my master to beat me. He said no more, but 
seizing him by the small part of his belly, raised 
him up, and dashing him on the ground, smashed 
his bones to piet^s. When he beheld him dead, he 
recovered himself, and began to be alarmed ; so he 
went to the house of his friend Malik, the Prince 
who relieved him when he slew the slave of his 
brother Shas, and informed him of what Iiad passed. 
The prince was astonished, hut quieted his fears, 
promising to get him out of the scrape. He left 
him sitting in the tent, and went to the habitation 
of Rebia. On his arrival he only found the women 
of thefamJly; he enquired for Rebia ; they answered 
— He is gone by invitation to your father's. 
Immediately he repaired to his father's house, and 
the matter was just as he wished ; for on his enter- 
ing he observed the Chiefs of the Ab«an tribe, all | 
seated, and the family of Zeead and Rebia slandi 




wild their slaves' and attendants close lo King 
Zolteir. He entered, and made his salutation ; and 
as no one was seated, but all standing, Rebia said 
to him, sit down in your place, for we are all stand- 
ing up because you continue so. Do you wish I 
should sit down ? said Malik ; and do you love me ? 
Yes, said Rebia, by the lives of all that are present. 
Then, n^plied Malik, I will not tat down till you 
have given me your slave Zajir- Whafinakes you 
so anxious, said Rebia, to have him P Because, smd 
Malik, I have observed him to be a good hard-work- 
ing slave, and very laborious in doing his duty. Sit 
down then, said Rebia, I will ^ve him to you, and 
if you wish, two more with him. Let all tliese as- 
sembled Chiefs be witnesses to what you say, said 
Malik. Yes, said Rebia, let the God who r^sed 
the vaulted heavens, and levelled the expanded 
earth, witness my grant to you, and that I will 
never tell you of the favour rendered. Be witness 
to it, ye that are present, said Malik. Know 
then, O Rebia, that Antar has killed your slave, and 
has sought ray protection ; do not therefore seek his 
life. 

When Rebia heard this, his affection was cooled, 
and he was very indignant ; he hid his head, and 
felt ashamed before his assembled associates ; great 
was his wrath ; and from that moment he cherished 
in his heart a violent hatred against Antar. Kng 
Zoheir then asked his sou what had induced Antar 
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to kill the slave, and what was his intention and ob- 
ject ? Malik related all that had passed. The King 
smiled, and soothing the heart of Rebia, gave hkn 
two strong healthy slaves, and he was padfied. 

When the slaves heard what Antar had done^ 
there was not one but feared him ; and as soon as 
the assembly had eaten and drank, they departed, 
and in the evening Malik returned home rejoidng 
in the go4' tidings that he brought. He filled tke 
heart of Antar with gladness, and placed victuals 
before him ; they slept the whole night together, 
and Antar repeated the following lines in praise of 
the Prince. 

^' thou, on whose lofty spirit, my hope, to the 
^* exchinom of fll the universe, depends ! My anxie- 
** ties have weighed on thee, and my troubles have 
^^ been a burthen to thy noble mind ! Thou hast 
** granted me favours — thou art my only refuge. O 
^^ thou who hast rescued me from my death, and my 
^^' perdition, all my life will I thank thee, till my 

bones disiqppear in the earth.^ 



u 



/ 



45 



CHAPTER II. 

Thus matters proceeded with Antar and Prince 
MaUk; but the anger of Shedad was only aug- 
mented; at last he ccnnplaiBed to his' brothers 
Malik, and Zakmet-ool Jewad, saying, Olons of my 
father, and mother, my soul is greatly vexed, and 
my anxiety is redoubled, and I know not what to 
do, or what will be the consequence of the actions 
this black slave. I fear that tomorrow he will 
destroy some one of rank and power, and some dis- 
turbance arise throughout the whole tribe, and our 
Uood will be demanded and our penmis pay the 
forfeit O my brother, said his brother Zakmet-ool 
Jewad, thou hast hit the mark, and if thou dost 
not take measures to put this slave to death, 
he will certainly endai^er our Uves. However 
wise a man may be, he is no matdi for him ; but 
lAer what has happened, we can never let him take 
our camds and cattle to the pasture; we must, 
waylay him and kill him, and thus let us re- 
lieve ourselves from this misery. Let us wait 
till he goes to the meadows, and there let us 
destroy him in some secret spot; and when we 
have effected our purpose, we will return. She- 
dad approved his brother's advice, and resolved to 
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execute it. In the morning Prince Malik came to 
the tent of Shedad, and interceded for Antar; 
Shedad acquiesced, and let him tend the cattle in 
the meadows ; and Ibrgot him for a time. 

But one morning Antar went as usual with thecattle 
to the pastures, and they followed his steps, seeking 
to kill and destroy him. On that day Antar vas 
riding about in the wide plains and deserts, and 
finding himself alone, he recited some verses in 
prmsGof Ibla; he wandered far from the habitations, 
and thought of his misfortunes; fast flowed his 
tears, for the night before he had dreamt of Ibla, 
and that he had kissed her within her veil. He then 
addressed her in these verses : 

" Ibla's spirit appeared to me in my sleep, and 
" thrice I kissed her within her veil. It bade me 
" adieu, but it deposited in me a flame that I feel 
" burning through my bones. Were I not left in solj- 
" tude alone, and could I not quench the fire of my 
" pas^on with tears, my heart would melt. But I 
" do not complain, though all my fears are on thy 
"account, O thou perfect foil moon ! daughter 
" of Mahk, how can I be consoled, since my love 
" for thee ori^nated from the lime I was weaned ? 
" but how can I ever hope to approach thee, whilst 
" the lions of the forest guard thy tent ! By the truth 
" of my love for thee, my heart can never be cured 
" but by patience. O thou noble m:ud ! till I exalt 
" myself to the heights of glory with the thrusts of 
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" my spear, and the blows of my sword, I will ex- 
" pose myself to every peril wherever the spears 
" clash in the battle dust— then I shall be either 
^^ tossed upon the spear heads, or be numbered 
** among the noble."" 

He went galloping in different directions till he 
came to a plain called the plain of lions, and here were 
many ferocious animals and wild beasts. Here he let 
the cattle graze, and Antar only came to this valley, 
because he knew there was in it abundance of 
grass of the hei^t of a man. Now not a servant of 
the whole tribe of Abs would ever etiter or approach 
this valley, because it was very extensive, and filled 
with lions and tigers. As soon as Antar found him- 
self in it, he sudto himself, perhaps I shall now find a 
lion, and I will slay him. Thus, whilst the cattle were 
feeding, and he firom a mound was looking round on 
all sides, behold, a lion appeared in the middle of the 
valley ; he stalked about, and roared aloud : wide 
were his nostrils, and fire flashed from his eyes : the 
whole valley ti:«mbled at every gnash of his fangs— he 
was a calamity, and his claws more terrific than the 
deadliest.catastrophe — ^thunder pealed as he roared 
— ^vast was his strength, and his force dreadful — 
broad were his paws, and his head immense. As 
soon as he appeared in the valley, the cattle scented 
him and fled away in terror, and the camels were 
dispersed to the right and the left. No sooner did 
Antar perceive this extraordinary movement, than 
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he descended into the valley that he might observa 
what was the matter, brandishing his sword. He 
there saw the lion, terrible in his strength, and 
lashing his sides with his tail. Antar cried out to 
him, and the mountains re-echoed to the cry. 
Welcome, thou father of Uons— thou dog of the 
pliuns — thou foulest of the wild beasts of the deserts. 
Now then, thou wilt exert thy power and thy mif^t, 
and thou wilt pride thyself in thy roar; fornodoub^ 
thou art the monarch and ruler of the brute creation, 
and all obey thy commands — but, return to filth and 
contempt, thou meetest now no ordinary mam. I deal 
death to the bravest, and render children orphans. 
Dost thou think, ibui-mouthed beast, now about 
to die, that thou canst frighten me with thy roar 
or alarm me with thy bellow.' I will not condescend 
to slay thee with an arrow or a sword, but I wili 
make thee drink of the cup of death from my single 
arm ; and as he rushed towards him, he addressed 
him in verse. 

" I am the far-famed lion, the warrior whose ex- 
"ploits every one fears on the day of wars. I save, I 
" protect the property of my father Shedad, and I 
" punish the foe with the edge of my sword. When 
" my hand wields the scimitar on the day of battle, 
"every heart of the horsemen throbs with fear. 
'* Now will I meet thee in the waste, and make thee 
" drink a cup of the viosaitudes of fortune. I heed 
"not death when I meet him, and I comprehend 



" wliat every tongue can express. Now then I 
" will throw my sword out of my hand — away then 
" with thee—and I will clestroy thee, thou dog of 
*' the d^serl, with my hands alone." 

Just at that moment Shedad and his hrothers 
came up to kill Anlar. They saw him address 
the hon, and heard what he repeated : he sprung 
forward, and fell on him hke a hail storm, and 
liissed at him like a black serpent^ — he met the 
lion as he sprang, and outroared his bellow ; then, 
giving a dreadful shriek, he seized hold of his 
mouth with his hand, and wrenched it open to his 
shouldei-s, and he shouted aloud — the valley and 
the country round echoed badt the wart he 
stuck to him unljl he was dead, and then dragged 
him by the legs without the valley ; and having cut 
down some wood, he look out his Zanad (wood to 
make a light with), struck a hght, and made a fire, 
iie waited mitilit blazed; he then ripped up the lion, 
took out the entrails, and cut off his four legs, and 
tlu^w them into the fire ; and when he perceived they 
were roasted, he took them out and ate thereof till tie 
£ni^cd it; he then ran to a fountain and drank till 
be was satisfied; and liaving washed his mouth and 
bands, he went to a shady tree, where he put the 
lion's head under his own as a pillow, and wrapping 
up his head in a part of liis sleeve, he feU asleep. 
His father and uncles were observing him and his 
aetions, and as they «aw all he did, they were quite 
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terrified and scared. Verily this slave, said Zakmet- 
ool Jewad, has not his equal; no one in his senses 
would engage hini. Malik also trembled. What 
shall we do with this wretch ? said he. Great indeed 
has been the deed he has done ; none oF us can harm 
him; he would soon destroy us and tear out our 
entrails, or do as he has done with the lion. Let us 
return home, said Shedad, our honour still remdns 
lafe, we must find Kume other means to kill him and 
accomplish our wishes. 

Thus Shedad and his brothers returned home, 
all in astonishment at Antar, and the wonders he 
had performed. In the evening, when Antar came 
with the flocks and the camels, Shedad smiled uptHi 
him and gave him a cordial welcome, and made him 
sit down with him at dinner, whilst the otJior slave! 
stood up. And whilst they were aU talking, there 
came a messenger from King Zoheir to Siiedat 
King Zoheir demands your presence, O Chief, li 
cried ; he ha.<( sent me to require you to take wilit 
you your warlike weapons, and your brothers, 
he is engaged in a business of importance, ! 
wiihes to attack the tribe of Temeem, and has 
solved on invading their country and destrovii^ 
their territory, Shedad on hearing this immediatdy 
complied, and having assembled his brothers and all 
thar dependants ha turned towards Antar. To- 
morrow, said he, the warriors and horsemen aiC; 
gtnng to march, and no troops will remain in our 




habitations, therefore I consign over to you our 
houses and our women ; but take care when you 

I go to the pastiu-es not to wander far in the moun- 
tains. Be perfectly easy, my master, replied Autar, 
about whatever you leave in my charge ; should 
the smallest thing be missing, let me, for the remain- 
der of my life, be kept in chans and bondage ! 
Shedad thanked him, and promised when he re- 
turned from the expedition, to ^ve liim a fine horse 
to ride. In the morning the warriors mounted and 
prepared for the engagement, and slung on their 
swords and their javehna; they departed fromthdr 
habitations, and among die first shone King Zoheir, 
hke a noble lion. 

Tlie horsemen being now absent, the children, 
and women, and slaves, male and female, were left 
behind. Semeeah, the wife of Shedad, gave a mag- 
nificent entertainment at the lake of Zatool Irsad. 
Sheep were slaughtered, and wine flowed, and the 
girls carried their instruments. Antar stood amongst 
the attendants, and was in transports on seeing Ibia 
appear with the other women. She was indeed like 
an amorous fawn ; she was decorated with variegated 
necklaces ; and when Antar was attending her, he 
was overwhelmed in the ocean of his love, and be- 
came the slave of her sable tresses. They sat down 

f to eat, and the wine cups went merrily round. It 
iras the spring of the year, when the whole land 
fihone in all its glory ; the vines hung luxuriantly in 



the arbours -, the flowers shed around ambrosial fra- 
grance ; every hillock sparkled in the beauty of ha 
colours ; the birds in responsive melody sang sweedj 
fitim each bush, and harmony issued fmm thrar 
throats; every ear was enchanted; the ground was 
covered with flowers and herbs ; whilst tlie nightiiu 
gales filled the air with theu* softest notes. Then 
the damsels beat the cymbal, and recited the follow- 
ing verses : 

" The shades have spread their canopy, and the 
" flowers spread their pillows ; the streams roll along 
" their shores of flowers, some white, some red, some 
"yellow, some sweet-scented. See the waters gliding 
" through the gardens, and the trees and their 
"finiits resemble bracelets and chaplets: the birds 
" sing melodiously upon them in every variety of 
"note, the nightingale and the dove pour tha 
"plaintive strain, and make every lover weep; ths 
" gentle zephyrs whisper along, and the brancheB 
" move in softest measure. The boughs dance inj 
" the groves, among the trees, in the graceful move- 
" ment ; the dew drops faU, and the flowers and the 
" trees arc studded with its pearls. The 8eas<m is 
'"delightftil; let it pass in enjoyment, and miafor- 
" tunes begone ! the opportunity is delicious, let u» 
" g"^P i'l haste its sweets. Be merry, and wild'^ 
" with joy, and let not a day pass without amus^ 
" ment," 

Then another set took the musical iastnunent% 
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and beating the cymbals with their hands, thus 



" The gardens sparkle with all Ihey boast of 
"lovely damsels; every sportive virgin is possessed 
"of languishing glances, and enchanting move- 
" ments; then- beauty is perfection, they are loveli- 
*' ness itself; their elegant shapes glance like the 
" well-proportioned spears ; their tresses float down 
" their backs, hke branches of the grape-vine; they 
•' are slayers and piercers with their arrows and 
" their darts ; archers and strikers, the enchantresses 

They now formed a dance and took off their robes : 
the damsels danced whilst the servants sang, and 
carried round the goblets of wine. Roses were 
spread over their cheeks, and their bosoms heaved. 
And Ibla joined her associates in the dance, and ex- 
hibited her charms, and laughed. Fire shot Iroin 
their eyes, and the cups of wine were united to the 
honey of their mouths. The imagination of Antar 
was inflamed and overpowered in the aea of anxiety ; 
he hesitated whether he sliould violate the modesty 
of love by the fingers of pasaon, when lo ! on a 
sudden there appeared a cloud of dust ; and a vast 
clamour arose, and in a moment tliere came forth a 
troop of horses and their riders, about seventy 
in number, armed with cuirasses and coats of mail, 
Jtnd Aadite helmets, crying out, Oby Cahtan ! and 
rushed towards the women. At the instant joy was 
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converted into grief, and smiles into tears : in a n 
ment they seized the women and the vir^ns, a 
them prisoners, and placed them on their'horsei: 
behind them. 

But when Antar saw this disaster, and percdved 
that a horseman had carried off Ibla, and observed' 
her weep, and her cheeks turn from red to a deadly 
pale, llie world seemed contracled about liim, and 
as he reflected that he had no arms with which io 
fight, he was greatly alarmed, but trusted to his feet 
He overtook the horseman in a moment who had 
seized Ibla, for he happened to be in the rear ; he, 
sprung upon him like a wild beast in its utmost 
fury, and clung to him, and overpowering him, 
tlirew him upon his head and broke his neck. Silent 
was the warrior's heart, for Antar liad annihilated 
him, and lie took possession of his armour and ha 
steed. He mounted, and pursued the horsemen* 
rushing down upon them like a torrent, and a 
ing them with the most abusive and conteniptuoui 
language. Hear, ye dastards ! I am Antar the st 
of Shedad— abandon yourprisoners and the children,, 
or I will attack and destroy you. Hetum to your 
tribe of Calitan in disgrace and despair, or by 
the father of mankind, by him who made 
to speak with lips and tongue, I will make your 
heads trunkless. He soon came up with those in 
the rear, and slew twenty of them ; and when the 
remmning horsemen perceived wliat had happened. 
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fifty more returned at a fiill gallop, pouncing down 
like eagles; they saw tlieir companions stretched 
upon the sand, and immediately attacked him, but 
he mot tliera, fierce as a devouring lion. 

" Here am I in the boisterous hattle, and my 
" power is well known ; my sword and my deeds 
" testify to those that see me, that I pierce my «n- 
*' tagonist, watchful as he may be. My shield, and 
" then my spear, and my sword of Indian temper, 
" were with me in my cradle, my two bosom 
" friends ; and the earth where I stand reddens like 
" crimson leather, and blood flows thereon, its colour 
" a deep scarlet. Give me pure wine to drink, or 
"let it be mixed; ^ve it me old, that I may-ima- 
" gine it was made before the world. She comes 
" and offers me to drink in mantles of Judas flower. 
" Give mc to drink, and let me hear the song that 
" delights me. The sweetest of sounds to me is the 
*' rattle of the Indian blades, and the claali of lan- 
■ " ces in the battle, on the day of spear-thrusts, when 
" the parties shout, and warriors are adjudged to 
" death : but the dearest of aU my projects, the 
" darling object of all my desires of fortune, is, that 
' " I may belioid Ibia at my disposal in happiness 
" and security." 

He rushed forwards to meet them, and harder 
than flint was his heart, and in his attack was their 
fate and destiny ; he assailed the boldest of his 
opponents, and his assault was the assault of the most 
obstinate warrior. As soon as he distinguislied the 
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diief of the party, he approached him, he pluoj 
athim^he grappled with him — his shout stnie 
him with horror- He pierced his bosom with his 
spear, and forced it out through his back. Whe» 
his companions saw the effect produced, every heart, 
quaked with fear, and felt convinced that death and' 
destruction were at hand ; and they said one to 
another, it ia a mere slave that has brought thi* 
confusion upon us, a wretch, mean and worthless: 
what will be our condition then if the warriors 
to his assistance ? Let us fly, otherwise our ruin 
and. anaihilation are cert^n. So they joined the 
others, and fled away in disorder, abandoning the 
women, and retreating in disgrace and despair. 
Antar, as soon as they were dispersed, collected the 
scattered horses, and a vast quantity of arms, &c 
He returned home, and the women and families 
being all safe, thus he exclaimed. 

" These are my exploits when I stalk against the 
" foe, and they abuse me for my black complexion, 
" which is my glory. I drive away Ihe troops and] 
" the noble warriors, and my colt as he rushes oo' 
" [diinges into the batde. As to tliose who envy 
" me like fools, every one knows that virtue is 
" the object of jealousy. I am the offspring of my 
" day, the sword is my father, in it ia my glory, the 
" one may be denied, the other is a fact. Never 

will I cease to hew down the troops in bodies, uU 

every opponent is annihilated." 
He returned home, taking with him (wenly-fivo 
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horses and all the women and children. Now the 
hatred of Semeeah was converted into love and 
tenderness, and he became dearer to her than sleep. 
They all came home, but Semeeah enjoined all the 
women not to disclose this event to any one, lest 
their husbands should blame them. Antar also 
kept it all a profound secret. In a short lime King 
Zoheir returned from his victory over the tribe of 
Temeen, and brought with him an immense booty ; 
and both those that went and those that staid were 
greatly rejoice<l, 

The next day in the morning, Shedad went out 
on horseback and sought his herds anil flocks ; he 
perceived amongst his horses some strange ones, 
and also saw Antar riiling upon a black mare. 
Whence, cried he, came these animals ? and whence 
got you this mare, that excites my wonder ? Now 
the mare Antar was riding belonged to the chief of 
the Cahtanians, and the other horses were those the 
horsemen rode whom he had slain ; the spoil and all 
he had collected were concealed at his mother's. O 
master, he replied, as I was tending the flocks 
yesterday, there came some Cahlanians, and with 
them an inmiense quantity of cattle ; they were much 
fatigued and moreover frightened at the Arab 
horsemen. I followed them, and finding these 
horses separated from the rest, I took them and 
brought them back. Thou wicked slave, said She. 
dad, these are no horses strayed from their owners. 
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thou hast carried them ofP from beneatli their riders ; " 
it is on this account tliou wanderest alone in theK 
wilds and rocks, and every Arab thou canst meet 
thou killest him, and thou carest not whether he is 
of the tribe of Cohtan or Adnan. Never wilt thou 
leave off this conduct till thou hast excited feuds 
among the Arabs, and simn heroes and horsemen ! 

Now in that age the Arabs were of two classes ; 
from Yemen to India they were called the tribe of 
Cahtan ; and in Mecca and Hijaz they were called 
the trilw of Adnan. Shedad laid hold of Antar, and 
bound him with a rope. Here, said Shedad, thou 
ahalt remmn tied up. Never again will I let thee 
take my cattle to the pasture ; and he beat him with 
the whip he had in his hand ; and as he continued 
to lash and thrash him, no good will come of thee, 
said he ; evil and abominations ai'e rooted in thee ; 
thou wilt breed dissensions among the Arab tribes, 
and thou wdt make us a common tale among nations. 
His father slill beat him and abused him, and he 
bore it all. 

At last Semeeah came out, and seeing what was 
going on, she wept bitterly. She sprang forwards 
and threw herself on his breast, exclaiming, sooner 
shalt thou beat me than him ; he does not deserve 
such iH treatment, Shedad. But Shedad became 
very angry with her, and shoving her away, threw 
her down on her back. She rose up and cast her- 
self into Antar's arms, uncovering her head, and 
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letting her hair flow down her ^boulders. This 
excited Shedad's surprise. What has happened to 
this wreldi. he exdairneil, thai you feel si) much 
Kfiection and tenderness, after having expressed so 
much anger and indignation ? Loose his bands, scud 
Semeeab, and I will relate the whole story to you. 
Tell me, said he, and 1 will release him. Then she 
told Shedad all that Antar had done; how he alone 
had attacked seventy horsemen, and had driven them 
back in confusion and despair, and had secured in 
safety all their famihes and children. Then Semecali 
repeated these verses : 

" O Shedad, hadst thou seen me, my face un- 
" covered, and my person carried off behind the 
" warriors, and the women of Prince Cais in dismay, 
" no resource at hand, and their veils trailing on the 
" surface of the earth, Ibla too ! they mounted her 
" behind a warrior, whilst her tears streamed down 
" her cheeks. The slaves whom I encouraged, fled ; 
" every one fled, all trembling ui affright. Our 
" famihes surrounded us weeping in anguish and in 
" misery. Our camels were driven away, and every 
" heart was distracted. Then Antar plunged into 
"the midst of them; into the black rolling dust; 
" the atmosphere was involved in darkness, and the 
" birds sunk motionless; their horsemen fled through 
"fear: this one was slain, that made captive; he 
" protected us. After he bad comforted us all, he 
" pursued them, and the honour of them all was 



" destroyed. it is right I should respect him ; 
" protect him ; my honour he protected, and he 
*' preserved the honour of us all." 

Semeeah's account of AntJir's actions astonished 
Shedad, and he rejoiced and was glad. It is sur- 
prising, said he to himself, he kept all this secret, 
and his submission to be bound by me ! 'tis most 
wonderful ! Antar stood unconcerned, and listened 
to Semeeah''s acknowledgments ; he bore no reseot- 
ment, and praised her in these verses : 

" Oh ! is it from Semeeah that these tears flow in 
" anguish, and from a heart in flames ? Shall her 
*' form shadow me? can blows harm me, and shall 
*' tears burst in torrents from her eyelids? When 
"hor tresses hang dishevelled; she is like the rising 
" full moon, veiled in the darkness of night. The 
"property is thy property, the slave thy slave: 
" and life, and every sense shall be eserted to save 
" thee. Oh ! when the troopers start forth, harsh- 
" countenanced, and the black dust rolls over them; 
" then make use of me. If I do not disperse them 
"in the clash of contending spears, may I never be 
*' permitted to drink ! may the rain-drop never 
" moisten me ! The sword is in my band, whose 
" blows fetch blood ; but the swords of others have 
" no power in their edge. Men are of two kinds ; 
" one whose heart is of brittle glass — the other whose 
" heart is of rock." 

When Antar had finished his verses, Shedad came. 




up to him, and released him, and begged his pardon, 
for he was convinced that such wit expressed in 
verse and prose, could not proceed but from an ex- 
alted warrior. At that moment came a servant from 
King Zoheir, who saluted Shedad. The King, O 
Chief, sEud he, sends his salutation in to you, and 
requests you will attend a feast he has prepared. 
Shedad took Antar with him and went to the feast, 
and the slave followed him till he reached Zoheir^R 
tents, which he found resounding with cymhals, and 
other musical instruments, and tlie^ victims were 
slaughtered : and there were assemhled the race of 
Abs and Adnan, and all the valiant heroes attached 
to theiTi. Shedad seated himself amidst tlie noblest 
chieft^ns, but Antar sat down among the slaves ; 
and when ihey had eaten meat, and drank wine, 
they conversed, and related all the circumstances of 
the late affair. Antar lieartl all they said, and'She- 
dad praised his son Antar, informing the king of all 
he had done, and all he had composed in pi'ose and 
verse, and related the whole story. All this, cried 
the King, greatly rejoiced at the courage and elo- 
quence of Antar, I anticipated at the time he slew 
the slave of my son Shas ; I knew'he would be the 
refuge of every petitioner. Who can execute such 
deeds or perform such acts ! doubtless he will rise 
superior to all his contemporaries. And he called 

I out to him, and ordered him into his presence. 
Antar kissed his hands, and presented liim the cup. 



and his heart was overpowered with joy and delighL 
O Antar, exclaimed his friend Malik, the Ejtig^ 
son — at your commands, said Antar, ihoii moon of 
this assembly. 1 wish, said Malik, thou wouldat 
recite to us some of thy verses. Willingly, my 
lord, said Antar; and he thus continued : 

" Glory is bound to the back of the steeds ; yjctoiy 
" on the day of horrors, lives in the sword ; nevCT 
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" rises the battle dust on the day of fight, but 
" pliant spear assists me. ' How many sand-clouds 
" have I penetrated, fearless of calairiities, when the 
" faces of black and white swoon in terror ! How 
" many horsemen fly from the encoumer nfanoB 
" when the war-dust rises; they fly and are repul- 
" sed : then rush I into the clanging war : my heart 
" and my chest are hewn out of the solid rock. 
" thou lion-king, have thine eyes beheld the exploits 
"of the horsemen of the desert, when the foe 
" attacked us to spoil us of our cattle ? then I cut 
" down their chief on the desert ; I raised him 
"up on my nobly-serving sword: he was dashed 
"from his saddle, and his checks crushed on the 
"earth. Iamthine,Othou King of all the earth, and 
" thy fame shall be spread over every land. Ye 
" are the Princes of Jezeemafa, and whoever presumes 
••te resist ye, shall quickly be destroyed and be 
" dismissed from this world. Come on then — it is 
" the hon who never drew his sword, but that every 
" hero dreaded its encounter. The lions fear, and 
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" in thdr dens tremble at him ; man also dreads 
" bini, and the dEemons of the waste. He shrinks 
" not from the warriors, numerous as they are. I 
*' plunge into the warnJust, and the warriors charge 
" against the combatants with swords that pierce 
" through the throats. I swerve not from my pur- 
*'pose when I am resolved on it, till I accomplish 
" every wish of my heart. I am indeed your slave, 
" named Antar; to him the horrors of battle are 
"welcome; he never faulters, Mayest thou, 
" King, hve for ever ! His like is not among the 
" lungs of the earth or the desert May Grod ever 
*' presene for me my father Sliedad, for be is a sup- 
" port for me — nothing existing could recompense 
" me for his loss, for he is my lord and chief. His 
" glory is from the race of Abs, the seat of all 
" honour and hberality." 

When Antar had finished his verses, King Zo- 
hm' and all present expressed the greatest pleaiure. 
The King called him to him, and giving him a robe, 
thanked him. In the evening he returned with his 
fatlier Shedad, and his heart bounded with exulta- 
tion at tlie honours with which he had been favoured. 
And his paasion for Ibla increased. 

One day Antar rode out on one of tlie horses, in 
company widi his brothers ; they drove the herds till 
they came to the pastures, and there Antar remdned 
toprotect and tend them. NowShiboobwasan active 
sagacious fellow, and bad a persuasive tongue, but 



he was the devil in the form of a man. In rtmning 
he would outstrip a. deer, and when he ran after a 
horse, lie soon left it behind among the rocks. 

Antar had great confidence in him at all time^ 
and feared him more than any human being. Now 
it happened that the-sons of Zoheir were assembled 
together at the invitation of their uncle Asyed the 
son of Zezimah, for in those days, people that loved 
each other frequently met, and slmnned those they 
disUked. The Princes were riding out, and made 
choice of an eminence, where they halted and pitched 
their tents, and conversed till dinner was ready. 
They ate, drank, and laughed and sung, and joked 
away the time, whilst some of the damsels sang the 
following stran : 

" Mix thy water in tlie cup of thy wine, and ^ve 
" me to drink, for truly I have mixed my teaxt 
" with my blood. Let me drink of wine in the 
" flower gardens to drive away sorrow, and quicken . 
" my joys. Every charm is combined in her form 
" that lives like the soul that flows through my limbs; 
" and whilst she bears the cup in her band, she ap- 
" pears kindling the flame of my love. In the. 
" noon-tide sun she dances, and her face is spotted 
^' like the fuU moon of night with the st^U' of the 
••Gemini." 

They were seated and drinking : they were aD 
much amused and pleased, and the old wine had its 
Bwsy, Just then, Malik turned round bis head and 
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»w Antar and his brothers feeding tbe floclu and 
oamelsonarising ground. Behold my fnend Antar, ' 
honoured amongst the inhabitants of deserts and 
cities, said he to his brother, and he called to one 
of his slaves. Go to Antar, said he, and invite him 
to our parly, that we may hear his discourse, and 
our enjoyment be complete. " How can you look 
upon this savage P exclaimed Shas, and think of 
such an ungracious wretch, and thus raise him 
amongst the chieftains of the tribe ? On account of 
his verses, his consequence and power are extolled, 
and you bestow on him the highest dignity. But 
indeed, I feel indined to rush at him, and tear his 
life out of his body, were I not afraid of the re- 
proaches and reprimands of my tribe ; and more- 
over, I should be sony to interrupt the amusement- 
of my brothers and companions. Indeed, my brother, 
your repeated admiration of liim augments my aver- 
Mon to him." 

Tfius were they talking together, when on & sud- 
den, a dust like a cloud arose among them, and 
there appeared three hundred vahant horsemen, hke 
lions of the forest ; and under them were steeds 
smfter than death. They were of the tribe of 
Cahtan, on a marauding party, to plunder the tribe 
of Adnan, And when they ibund these persons 
seated and drinking among the hills, they said one 
to another. Let us attack this party, that we may 
capture them in an instant, and convey them away 
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to our country, for it is a wealthy tribe. Then 
bending their heads over their saddle-bows, they 
gallopped among them, shouting and hallotan^— 
O by Cahtan ! 

When the sons of Zoheir saw this, they were aur- 
prised ; they hastened to mount their horses and to 
gird on their swords. The foe poured down from 
the Biunmit of the hill ; they all at once shouted 
aloud — they rushed forward and plunged ilirough 
the dust, assailing the horsemen of Yemen, like the 
ocean when it bursts and retreats. And when 
Antar heard iheir yells and screams, he feared lest 
the enemy would destroy them with their spears 
and greatly was he alarmed for Malik and hts 
brothers. He called out towards his own brothers, 
and went towards the party, among whom was a 
horseman whose name was Zatik, son of Maboob. 
Antar poiinced down upon him, and piercing lain, 
left him weltering in his gore. He then assailed hit 
companions, and gave a shout like thunder when it 
roars. And there was not one that could see or 
hew ; fear and trembling seized them ; they beheld 
only Antar the hon .' They fled, and the whole 
troop was dispersed and routed, till they all dissf^ 
pcared over the extended pl^ns. 

Antar returned to the princes, and shouted out 
to the horsemen tliat still remained assmllng them ; 
and as soon as they looked on Antar, an universal 
error shook their frames, and their colour instaatly 
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clianged ; for they had seen liim scatter heroes hke 
seeds of rue, and trample carcases under his feet, 
leaving numbers dashed to the earth; and none 
could oppose but those accustomed to plunge into 
■ the battle dust. And as he engaged them he 
roared out these verses. 

" The heights of glory are not attained but at 
" the point of the spear, and patience in the day of 
" battle through the heaviest difficulties, and tlie 
•'challenge of every Uon-liero, and long-bearded 
" warrior. Ask my horse of me, when flashes of 
'' fire fly from his hoofs. I have a spear-thrust 
"that deals the most excruciating piun, and rtuses 
" me above all competitors ; and my Indian blade 
" cuts through the nocturnal calamities whenever I 
*' draw it. I am die son of the black (aced Zebee- 
" b^ that tends the camels. I am a slave, but my 
" ftiry o'erwhelma tlie lordly chiefs in the battle. 
" As to death, should I meet him, I will not shrink 
''from him wlien he appears to me — it is a draught 
" I must inevitably take when the day of my dlsso- 
" lution arrives." 

Then, diving through the dust, he overthrew 
the horsemen singly, and in pairs, and infused the 
most violent commotions into the hearts of the com- 
batants. Thus, having driven away by his assaults 
he fury of war, from the sons of Zoheir, they felt 
relieved from their distresses. In the mean time a slave 
had informed the King, who instantly mounted and 



departed with his horsemen and troops; but the 
news did not reach him till Aniar had completed 
the busness, and had put his enemies to flight to 
the right and left ; and many were the brave that 
remained on the field. The princes returned to their 
tents, Antoi preceding them like a lion, repeotmg 
these verses : 

*' I will not cease to exalt myself by my deeds, 
" till I reach Orion in my ambitious projects- Hexe 
"I carenotfor those who abuse me, fearful of death 
« and separation from life. But I will reduce my 
" foes and my railers by force, and I will be patient 
" under sufferings and in praise. I will strive to 



" attmn what I desire, till death snatch i 



; away. 



" I will arm my mind against worldly lusts, that I 
" may be considered noble-minded .and faithfuL 
" Whoever would check me, let him look to himself, 
" where'er he may be concealed. My complexion' 
" b no injury to me, nor the name of Zebecbah, 
" when I exercise nay courage amongst the foe, 
« will work wonders and marvels; and I will pro- 
" tect myself fttim the tongues of the wicked," 

When Zoheir heard Anlar's verses, he thanked 
him for his noble conduct, and joyed in the safety 
of his sons and his people, expressing the wannest 
attachment and affection for Antar. He then de- 
manded of the prisoners, of what country they n 
they replied that they belonged to the furthest lands 
of Yemen, 




King Zoheir soon aAer gave an entertainment in 
his tents, rejoicing in the escape of his sons. He 
sent for Antar and set him down by his side, and 
gave him to drink of his most delicious ivines, and 
placed him high amongst al] lijs comrades, investing 
him with a superb robe, worked in gold, and ^rding 
him on a trusty sword, and mounting him on one 
of his finest Arab horses. He took pleasure in 
seeing him, anij called him the Champion of the 
Absians. From this day forward, said he to She- 
dad, I will not permit him to attend your flocks ; 
now that he has thus distinguished himself by such 
glorious deeds ; let him now run the career of vic- 
tory with the warriors of his country. He was thus 
separated from the servants, and attacked the 
tribes and made predatory excursions against them. 
And Ills brother Shiboob pointed out to him the 
hordes, and places of resort, and the fountains ; and 
he never went on any expedition but he succeeded, 
and returned full of joy and content ; so that his 
father Shedad became enriched, and all the noblest 
chieftains delighted in him. 

He bad now many friends, and many jealous 
enemies ; amongst the latter were prince Shas, and 
Bebia. And when they saw what great things 
Antar had done, their indignation against him 
increased, and they resolved on his destruction. In 
every society, the people, assembled round- their 
wine, repeated Antar's verses, mentioned his actions. 



and talked of his love for Ibla, and his discourses. 
This continued some time, till at length it reached 
the ears of Ibla's father and mother, and when they 
heard Antar's amorous poetry repeated, they ridi- 
culed it, and would not receive him on friendly 
terms ; but shewed their avcrnon to him, in every 
way, and made him perform every menial office; 
for Antar, in their eyes, was only considered as a 
sUve. But when the talk about Ibla gained ground, 
her mother ordered Ibla into the presence of her 
father, and sent also for Antar. So, you love my 
daughter Ibla, said slie, and make verses upon her, 
and cannot conceal your feelings, Ibla was stand- 
ing by her mother, and wlieii she heard her speak 
to Antar, she smiled- Tliis increased Antar's con- 
fudon, and he vias much disordered, as it called 
forth all his love. 

O mistress, said he, did you ever see any one whtf 
hated his mistress, particularly when his life aruL 
death were in her hands ! verily, I do love her, and 
my only wish in tliis world is to be near her : hei 
fbrm is ever before me, her name is ever in my 
heart and soul : and I eicalt in my verses, all that 
God has granted her of beauty and loveliness. 

When Ibla heard Antar speak in her praisCi 
her surprise increased, and Antar made great 
progress in her heart. If, said her mother 
Antar, you are in earnest in what you say, let 
us hear some of your verses in praise of hop 
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r charms. Upon this, Antar hung don-n his head, 
and thus spoke : 

" I love thee with the love of a noble bom hero ; 
" and I am content with thy ima^nary phantom. 
" Thou art my sovereign in my very blood; and my 
" mistress ; and in thee is all my confidence. O Iblaj 
"my description cannot pourtray thee, for thou 
" comprehendest every perl'ection. Were I to say 
" thy face is Ukc the fuU moon of hciiven, where 
" m that full moon, is tlie eye of the antelope ? Were 
" I to say thy shape is like tlie branch of the Erak 
" tree ; O thou shamest it in the grace of thy form, 
" In thy forehead is my guide to truth ; and in the 
" night of thy tresses I wander astray. Thy teeth 
" resemble stringed jewels ; but how can I liken 
" them to lifeless pearls ? Thy bosom is created as 
" an enchantment. may God protect it ever m 
" that perfection.' To be connected witli thee, is to 
" be connected with every joy, but separated &om 
" all my world is the bond of thy connexion . Under 
" thy veil is the rosebud of my life, and tliine eyes 
" are guarded with a multitude of arrows ; round 
"thy tent is a lion warrior, the sword's edge, and 
"the spear's point. thy face is hke ihe full moon 
"of heaven, allied to light, but far from my hopes." 

When Antar ceased, Ihla and her mother were 
astonished, and their dislike towards him diminished ; 
and Ibia regarded him with afiection. And Ibla's 
.mother said to Antar — I had no idea that you could 



talk after this style, and speak with so much elegance 
and propriety : by the fiuth of a noble Arab, you 
are endowed with high and noble qualities. I intend 
to night to speak to my luisband, that he may 
marry you to Khemisa, Ibla's servant; who is 
the prettiest of all the girls of the place. Never, 
said Aniar, will I be united to a woman who is 
a slave, and not free born ; and never but with 
her my soul adores. May God, said Ibla, accom- 
phsh thy wishes ; and may he grant thee the 
woman tliou lovest, and may thou live in peace and 
happiness I Amen, Amen, Amen, replied Anlar. 

These verses were soon published amongst the 
whole tribe, and men and women sang and repeated 
them. It liappeneil about this time that Rebik 
gave an entertainment, to which he invited Shag, 
and Malik, Ibla's father and his son Amroo to come 
and eat, and drink wine, and when they became 
merry, the girls began to sing these verses. D* 
you not see how that slave is talked of.' exclaimed! 
Shas, how his name is renouned, and his character 
and fame are celebrated ? 

Thus they went on talking till Amroo 
exceedingly angry. Death, O Chietj said he tol 
Rehia, would be more tolerable to us than such 
proceedings. I have frequently spoken to my father 
to cast off this slave; but he says, the fellow is a 
slave, and the son of a slave, he is of no consequence . 
and were we to drive him out of our tents, Eii^. 
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rZoheir would take hira, and encourage him against 
us, and then his avidity would only increase, and 
we should injure ourselves; for how can we presume 
to oppose King Zoheir ? And then again, he enrages 
us by his verses. I have longed to kill him from 
the moment I heard that he mentioned my sister in 
his rhymes, let happen what niay. 

We have not invited you, said Rebia, to do any 
thingof this kind; who is this slave, that you should 
stain your sword with his blood ? Let us consult 
on other means of killing hlni. I will tomorrow con- 
ceal twenty t)f the stoutest of my slaves, and will 
order them to kill him in the n^ky precipices. My 
slave Bazom is the brother of Zajir, and he has 
long wished to kill him ; but I would not let him do 
it, for fear of the reproaches of King Zoheir; but 
now that his son Shas is witli us, and takes a part 
in the affair, we shall be secure from blame. Then 
swd Shas, I will assist you in word or deed, were 
even my father (aid brother and cousins to oppose 
me ; and I will persevere in this enterprize, even if 
I were obliged to take a personal part in it ; and I 
too will engage twenty of my slaves in it, to kill him 
by the cruellest death, and make an example of 
him. They did not break up the entertainment 
till Shas, Rebia, and Amroo had all tJiree bound 
themselves by oath; and they arranged the forty 
slaves, all strong as Uons, twenty from Shas, and 
twenty from Rebia. 
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Now Shedad had a daughter, and her name w, 
Merweh, but not by Semeah ; and she was marrii 
to a man called Jahjah, one of the tribe of Ghtfla% 
and he was a ceiebrated warrior. It happened that 
Jahjah had married his sister to one Magid, son of; 
Leith, also one of the Ghif\an tribe; and whai 
the bridal festival was preparing amongst thft 
Ghiftanians, Merweh came to the tribe of Abs and 
Adnan, with a party of women, to invite tlie femakl 
belonging to her father, and her uncles Malik and 
Zakmet-ool Jewad, and their relations amongst the 
tribe of Carad, to the feast. They accordingly ob- 
tained their husbands' permission to make die 
visit, and tlicir husbands went with them. In fronC 
of the howdahs they sounded the cymhals, and tlilF 
servants brandished their swords ; and Antar w 
among them, in attendance on Ibla and Semeah, aa 
the wives of his uncles. And when he assisted her 
alight and raount the howdah, he used to gratift 
himself in talking to her, and was mad in gazing ott 
her clianns; and he was in hopes the journey would 
be long. Ibla's mother laughed at him, when she 
saw lum assiduously attending on her dau^ter. 
Verily, said.she, you love my daughter so much 
to compose verses on her, and in description of her 
liefiuties. Yes, said Antar, by the God that f&s de- 
corated the heavens, and raised them on hi^, and 
has adorned them with stars, were I able, I would 
make my eye her resting-place. They journeyed 
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on, and Antar walked fatfore the howdah of Ibla, 
lepeatiDg these verses. 

" March the way of security. thou, all my 
" hope, proceed, for he who eucompasses thcc is an 
" intrepid warrior, that smites with his sword when 
" tlic battle clashes. O Ibla, one look from the veil 
" of thy eyelids is sufficient. Should I never at- 
" tain my object in tliis world, the extended 
" plains and mountains must press upon me," 

Thus they proceeded on tlielr journey ; ^ging 
and playing, till the day was spent and darkness 
came on, when they dismounted in a spacious plain 
near a pool of water. They ate and drank, and re- 
miuned in that spot till it was day; and just as Antar 
was ordering the slaves to raise the howdabs on the 
camels backs, lo ! a great dust arose, spi-eading ra 
pidly over tile valleys and the mountains. In an 
instant there tame forth a hundred slaves on horse- 
back, and Arabs; at their head was a horseman 
like an eagle, crying out, 

" This day will I be revenged ; vejBy I am the 
" conqueror, and I will settle the buaness with my 
" sword and my spear, on a slave of a tribe whom 
" the Absians regard not, but who listens not to 
" one that cliides him. How many men have I 
" trampled down in the dust. I am a valiant one, 
" like whom there is no hero." 

As was before stated, Shas and Itebia had sworn 
to destroy Antar, and having placed their spies and 



scouts for that purpose, they stationed the fortjr 
slaves, putting Basam at thdr head, just at the time 
that Merweh, the daughter of Shedad, happened to 
come by, and was returning liome. The slave, with' 
his comrades of the tribe of Ham, followed the parly 
until they came to the valley of Ghifal, where they 
resolved to lie in ambush for Antar: wlien lo ! the 
sound of horses' hoofs alarmed them, and heroes 
rashed upon them, crying out — " Stop where ye are, 
or your sculls shall fly. Tell us who ye are, and of 
what tribe of Arabs, before we pour down destruc- 
tion upon ye." On hearing this, Basam prepared 
his people for the attack ; Arabs, he replied, we 
are of the tribe of Abs, inhabitants of this country; 
hut who are you, and why are ye halting in thi» 
place? Slaves of a coward race, cried the cliief, we 
are in search of you, for amongst you is that ao-' 
cursed slave Antar, the'son of Shedad. 

Now tlicse were Arabs and horsemen of the tribe 
of Moostalilj, and their chief was called Vethab; 
he happened to be out of the way when Antar 
slew his brother, some time before ; hut wlien he 
returned, they informed him of it. He went 
forth to be revenged, exclaiming. Verily, a slave of 
the tribe of Abs has sl^ my brother, but I wll 
destroy none but their King, and not return but 
with Antar's head. He thus met Basam, and all 
this occurred. And after some explanation ; know, 
noble Sir, said Basam, our masters have sent us 
in search of you, that we may together hasten to kill 
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this slave, and waylay him : here he has halted this 
night, If ye wish, we will slay him, s^d Vethab, 
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his head -, but if v 



do you kill him, and give us his head. Bui swear 
you will not betray us. 

Upon that, they promised and swore, and took 
engagements from one another. But Basam turned 
towards his comrades. Let us hide ourselves here, 
said he; but if ye perceive that they commit any 
injury to the property and families, we must then 
assail them too, till some people come to our md, 
tad thus we obtain our end in the death of Antar. 
However, we must in the attack remain in the rear, 
ao that the women may not distinguish us, and know 
tliat we are amongst the enemy. Do what you 
please, said the slaves, and when the shades of night 
were dissolving, the party under Vethab poured 
down upon Antar like a cloud of waves, shouting 
out, To arms ! to arms ! 

Then began the women to scream and weep. 
Antar cast his eyes towards Ibla, and she was bathed 
in tears : he looked at her mother, and her grief 
was great. Antar smiled, and presented himself 
before Ibla's mother. O mistress, s«d he, what 
tliink you of these our enemies P verily they are 
eager for their prey. Antar, said she, my force 
and spirits arc exhausted ; in a moment we shall be 
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t marriage, and I will disperse 



your enemies at a single onset, I will reduce them: 
to annihilation ; and X will give you their horses and | 
their annuur as a dower. This is no time foe 
merriment, said she. No, cried Antar, By the God 
of day, and the animator of souls : he that is God 
the merciful, and the Lord of victory, if you pro- 
mise to marry her to me, I will make over to you 
theie horses, and slay their masters. Defend her, 
said she, and she is yours. At the instant, lie 
turned round to Shiboob— Protect my rear, he cried, 
this day. Be of good cheer, thou blatk-bom, ex- 
claimed Shiboob, for I will bear two-thirds of thy 
troubles. Antar rushed forward and assaulted them; 
roaring and shouting aloud, and again lie attacked 
them, and roared out. He encountered the first 
ranks, and met them will all-potent thrusts; he 
struck them in their chests, and in their eyes. He 
slew the first, second, third, fourth, and fifth ; and 
behold, a horseman came down npon Antar from 
behind. As he was blustering over the plain, and 
just as he was about to transfix Antar with his spear, 
lo I an arrow pierced his heart, and threw him from 
his horse. The terrible Shiboob dealt the deadly 
blow. When the party saw the state of the battle, 
they retreated from before him; but he marking 
how the enemy were dispersed, came up to the 
women, and said to Ibla, Check thy tears, thou light 
of my eyes, the man fives not that has harmed thee I 
and thus he spoke in verse : 

" Check thy tears, for if thy heart is distressed, 




B •* the noble lion of the den will protect thee, 
I " Ibla, fear not, indulge no alarms, for my whole 
" frame is labouring under tlie burden of its love ; 
" and I am a lion to whom the warriors in the day 
" of contention bow in submission, and whom the 
'* cowards dread. O Ibfa, if persecution and absence 
" must kill me, O that the bonds of meeting were 
" loosened for ever. Verily, I mil defend thee this 
" day, thou my only hope, for I have a sword 
'* whose blade cleaves the sculls. Ibla, arise — 
" behold my actions, and my deeds under the battle 
" dust, when every man is cut to pieces. Behold 
" my exploits when they attack and tome on, and 
" the supports of theii- tribe are destroyed. The 
" foe wishes to take thee captive, O thou my only 
" hope. Ibb, palsied is the hand that would take 
" thee prisoner. I will steep my sword in their 
" blood, and I will glut the birds, and the wolves, 
" and the Ghuols, with their carcases. Here let all 
*' the world know that every foe of mine shall be 
** overthrown under the dust of the battle," 

When Ibla heard Antar address her, she smiled 
with teeth more brilliant, and whiter than pearls, 
for she felt assured of his victory and conquest. 
Again he returned towards the foe, like a lion, and 
attacked them on the field of battle, scattering them 
to tlie right and to the left Shiboob assisted him 
in the rear with his arrows, and the dust rose and 
filled the plain on all ndes. The women were 



praying for Antar, and invoking the God of heavefl 
He was eagerly assailing the foe, like a hon, aiij 
slew thirty of their horsemen. His horse being 
<x>nipletely exhausted, he dismounted and vaulted 
on another charger ; and whilst alt this was pt 
the slaves of the tribe of Abs looked on and gazed 
in wild dismay and astonishment; but the chief, 
Vethab, when he perceived his companions and 
those that were overthrown, cried out to the surviT- 
ora, I alone am his match ; and he rode away to the 
field of battle, clothed in brilliant armour, a splendid 
sword on his loins, and a spear in his hand, and he 
thus exclaimed : 

" The visdssitudes of fortune, from the height of 
" thai mutibility are launched against me, and every 
■' companion has abandoned me. The death of my 
" tribe is at hand, from the arm of a slave who 6» 
" regards his fate. It is no wonder when fortuM 
" raises up a poor wretch, that she should leave bin. 
*' in his infirmities a prey to the lions. thou 
" vile slave, that hast outstepped thy sphere, ■ 
" warrior, one whom no words can describe, is come 
" against thee. Away then with thy blind follies, 
" thou son of Zebeebah ; for how many heroes have 
" I destroyed at the moment of their attack.'" 

He had scarcely finished his verses when Antw 
answered lum : 

'• Thou wouldst abuse me, vile wretch, for tbi^ 
" I am the colour of that night, whose dangei 
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^ dare. If I am a slave, I have slain thy duels, 
^ and I have overwhehned them with the ^^dsai- 
*^ tudes of fiirtiuie. I am the assaulting lion : in 
^^ the fidd of battle I rush iidpetuously when the 
^^oowaid turns away in flight. The firm-rooted 
^ mountains are up-iooled at my vdiemenoe, and 
^' let every one who dares to resist me, be certain 
'^ of death. How many heroes are punished as soon 
as the lustre of my horse's front shines in the plain 
of war! thdr hands instantly relinquidi their 
arms, and they tumUe on the surface of the earth, 
strutting with their limbs. How many warriors 
^ have I left stretched dead, gored with the spear 
thrusts! If thou art desirous to fight me, come on 
bcddly to the hero who will make thee taste the 
^' food of death even &om the tip of his fingers.^ 

He instantly assailed him, and struck him on the 
breast, and driving out his spear between his shoul- 
ders, he rudied among his comrades like unto a 
valiant lion, and gored their ^des and their bosoms : 
and when they perceived that his assault was like a 
vivid flame of fire, they fled over the plains and the 
rocks. In the mean time, the slaves of Shas and 
BeUa seeing what Antar had done to the tribe of 
Moostalik, and how he was coming down upon 
them with a loud shout, and also Shiboob, quick as 
the flash of lightning, in his rear ; they turned their 
backs and fled. Antar returned, the blood streaming 
bom his spear. The women joined liim^ thanking 
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and prfUEing him : and Ibla also came up to hitn 
and smiled upon him, God protect thee, said she, 
thou blacl< in face, but fair in deeds — thou oma 
of men. He expessed his gratitude, and having 
replaced heron the liowdah, and ordered the slaves 
to coDeet the scattered horses and dispersed cattl^ 
and the spoils of the slain, he travelled on with the; 
women till they reached tlie tribe of Gliiftan, andi 
informed Shedad of all that Iiad occurred with the 
enemy. Shedad gave him thanks, and kissed him' 
between the eyes ; he took him by the hand, Bodi' 
bis anger was soothed. And when they were at the 
feast, Shedad wished to place him among the 
chiefs ; but Antar would not consent ; and he went 
away and joined the slaves ; and all tlie chiefs v 
astonished at his modesty. They stood in awi 
him, and rained his dignity ; however, all tlie eldot 
and the youth came up to him, and made him s^ 
down witli them to drink wine, and treated him wiflj 
all manner of kindness, and in return, he recited 
various pieces of poetry, and they, were greatly di 
lighted ; and for seven days they continued tliis a-, 
vility and honour, and not a day passed but the 
families made their acknowledgements to Antar. 

And the feast being concluded, the tribe of Ab« 
sought tlieir liomes and their own habitations, 
IraveUed till they reached the land of Slieerebah an^ 
Mount Saadi. When lo ! loud cries and increas' — ' 
ihouts, and shriU screams and clouds of dust, &aq 
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all directions asituled them. What misfortune, 
cried Shedad, what diasters have befallen us ? They 
hastened away on their Arab steeds, and found their 
wives prisoners, and their daughters dishonoured. 
Loud and confused were their shrieks, and through 
the dust glared the dazzling brightness of swords : 
and the uproar of men was like the crash of 
thunder : and there was no one in the tents but a 
few men and the sons of King Zoheir, all covered 
with wounds ; and though they were still defending 
the property, they felt certain of drinking the cup 
of death. 

Now the cause of this terrible event was, that 
King Zoheir had gone forth, accompanied by his 
warriors, against the land of Cahtan ; for he was 
informed that Mooteghetris was coming down upon 
him with all his tribe; and it was Zoheir^s in- 
tention to meet him at some distance, out of his 
own territories, and thus to prevent him from in- 
vading his country, and laying waste his lands. So 
he left his brother Zembaa with a small body of men 
and departed; but chancing to miss the enemy on 
the road, Mooteghetris reached the country of Zoheir 
in safety, where he found the tents unprotected by 
warriors. He rushed against them, and the noble 
Absians rose to arms ; and violent was the conten- 
tion between them, and many brave men were left 
deafli.:. upon the plain, and the brightness of the 
day became black. Numbers thickened upon the 









Absians; loud and piercing were tlie shrieks of the 
women, and slavery seemed their undoubted fate. 
Temadhuv was taken prisoner, and also ModehUab 
and Mekdada and Jemana, and they were over- 
whebned in misery and disgrace. At that houF 
arrived Antar and Shedad, and ihc horsemen df 
Carad, and they amounted in all to forty warriora.. 

Cousins, cried Shedad, come on lo these dastards! ' 
then those brave feUows rushed forward, leaving the 
slaves witli the women and children. O son o 
Zebeebah, cried Shedad to Antar, I wish to day to> 
see thee fight, that I may express my gratitude far 
thy noble deeds. O master, soon slialt thou observe 
what I do: he replied, Doubtless the diicf of the 
tribe 19 here. Thou art riglil, said Shedad. They 
sought the enemy, and tlie wliole plain trembled atf 
their shouts : they shook their lances, and th^ 
women and sen'ants shouted aloud, when ihey kn« 
ihey were Absians coming to protect them. Thw 
attacked the right, and drove their left, and Antai' 
assaulted the centre, plunging through confu^om 
and horrors ; and thus he exclaimed : 

" Tliis day will I raise a battle, that shall hum- 
" ble the warriors of ages long past. I will makftv 
" the blood to stream from then- joints, when I 
"sculls of the warriors leap from the blow of my, 
" sword. How many chiefs, when they see me eagw. 
I the fight, throw away their amis, and \ ' 



" theiusE^ves by flight I I am the bold one. As 
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<^ the fire of war, I kindle it, and hurl the tribes into 
<^ punishments and death. Death, in the direful 
^^ combat, fears me, when the battle^iust rises ; and 
^^ the sand-cloud is like a blazing fire. My joy is in 
*' the encounter of heroes, when spears and swords 
^' clash in my grasp. How many battle-dusts have I 
*^ dived into, fearless of calamities ! The joy of con- 
" tests is my object ; it is aU my desire. Verily, deeds 
*' will I perform unrivalled ; deeds that shall be re- 
^^ corded on leaves and books. I will raise the 
*^ tumultuous din, and seas of blood : ^tis in their 
^^ crimson billows that my gladness abounds. I 
" will make the atmosphere like the sable night, 
'' when the dust clouds roll over the regions like a 
" veil. No companion have I in battle but my horse 
" and my sword ; and they complain of my fiiry j 
" they exalt me ; they subject death to me ; and I 
^^ am exalted above all mankind in my father. My 
'^ ambition soars above Pisces; and my determination 
^^ raises me above the Arab and the Persian." 

When Antar had ended, he shouted aloud to the 
combatants, and rushed madly into the midst of the 
enemy, and overthrew them ; he drove them befwe 
him over the plain : and the same did Shedad and 
his brothers on the left, and made them retreat in a 
shameful manner. After the flight, the Absians 
returned, and among the first was Zembaa, the son 
of Jazeemah ; they raised their terrible shout, and 
they gladdened in the destruction of souls ; they 
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pointed tlieir lances, they cried out to their nohle 
steeds— spears clashed against spears. Antar alone 
broke through the right, whilst Shedad and the 
Ahsians destroyed the left ; then the horsemen again 
retired in disgrace, and the plain seemed too confined : 
for them. Mooteghetris beheld his horsemei 
confuKon and discomfited, and the left wing inter- 
mixed with the right ; that they were driven by 
Antar like a herd of grazing camels, and that he was < 
roaring in their rear like the crash of thunder. Alarm- 
ed at this state of alF^rs, he poured down from an 
eminence with the people that remained with him, 
assaulting Antar with hia warriors ; and they aB' 
bore patiently tliis dreadful encounter. 

Now Basam, the servant of Robia, who had- 
followed Antar that he might destroy him on fail 
way to the tribe of Ghiflan, perceiving how he had 
slain the tribe of Moostalik, and also their chief, 
returned willi his companions upon the day of ihij 
batde ; and as he marked Antar's prowess on 
occasion, he envied him in hia heart, and, aecredjr 
deugning to murder him, he assailed him, together 
with the party of Mooteghetris. 

Antar encountered the enemy, and flinched not; 
and bis assault was the assault of a ferocious liooi 
The storm of dust thickened, so that a father could 
not distinguish bis son. Just then, Basam aime^ 
his spear, and vinlendy attacked Antar ; for ha 
accursed spirit was aware how much credit he shouU 
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gain by slaying him. He approached him, and was 
eagerly watching his opportunity, whenlo ! an arrow 
shot through the back of Basam, and passed out by 
his chest ; and he who slew Basam, and made him 
drink the cup of death, was tlie dreadful Shiboob. 
Now Antar had recommended Shiboob to protect 
Ibla: nor did he ever quit her till he perceived 
Basam issuing from the tents, followed by some 
Absians, whilst his brother was labouring to attain 
the standards. Shiboob was alarmed, and quitted 
Ibla, and ran after him. But Antar knew nothing 
of all ,this, and when he saw Basam, he was just 
about to do the deed, at the moment the arrow 
struck him dead. 

Now Antar was occupied in destroying the enemy, 
and he stopped not till he came up to Mooteghetris 
in the fury of the fight; and he saw him driving 
back the troops, and beckoning with his lance to 
those who were flying from Antar like a flock of 
sheep. His soul would not submit to flight ; but he 
shouted, and rushed forward like the sea when it 
roars. And Antar received him as the parched up 
ground receives the first of the rain : he challenged 
him in a tremendous voice, and addressed him in the 
harshest terms ; he pressed upon Mooteghetris, and 
closed upon him, and blocking up all means of 
escape, he thrust his spear through his bowels, and 
tore out his entrails ; and when the horsemen saw 
that he was dead, they were disordered and took to 
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flight ; and the spears of the Absians played upon 
the fugitives till the evening, when they returned 
and collected the spoil of the cattle. Every where 
the victory was celebrated with triumph, and all 
united in praising Antar, and describing his heroic 
deeds; how he had slain Mooteghetris, and had 
annihilated his troops. 
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CHAPTER III. 

Now Shcdad exceedingly gloried iii Antar ; aware 
that he had acquired new lustre by his actions, and 
not a person remained to complain of him or abuse 
him. He ran up to Antar and kissed him between 
the eyes. But Antar kissed his feet, and he appear- 
ed like the flower of the Judas tree,* so completely 
was he smeared with the blood of the combatants. 
Shedad^s affection for him increased, and he said to 
his brother Zakmet-ool Jewad, By the futh of an 
Arab, our education has not been lost upon Antar. 
How should he not be noble, he replied, you being 
the cause of his existence ? and the Arab Cadi de- 
creed him to you, and told you he was of your loins ; 
do not reject him, for he truly belongs to you. 

Antar, as well as Shedad, heard these words, and 
he kept them secret in his heart ; and he said not a 
word to any one ; but in a short time, when they all 
repaired to their own tents, and separated each to 
his own family, and each collected his own party, 
Antar also retired to the house of his mother, and 
Shiboob was driving before him what came to his 
share of the plunder. And when the time of rest 

• Cercis Siliquastrumf the flowers of which are of a very bright 
purple colour^ commg out from the branches and stem on every side> 
in large clusters^ and on short peduncles. 
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drew near, he became sad and sorrowful, and die 
house being entirely empty of people and neighbour^ 
■ O my mother, said he, I have heard words to day, 
the meaning of which I cannot con>prehen(l ; I wisJi 
you would explain them to me, and teil me who is 
my father, that I may know who brought me up. 
will inform you of all that, said she ; so she then, 
told him how Shedad had met her in the deser^, 
and how all the ten had sought for her, and how bg; 
had repulsed them, and made them agree to ^ve ha 
to him, as hij share : how they afterwards quarrelled 
about him, and went before the Arab Cadi, who had 
decided that he belonged to Shedad. Well then, 
said he to her, mother, if the Arab Cadi decided 
that I was his son, and the ten have also agreed 
that I was sprung from his loins ; why docs he not. 
call me his son, as every one else does ? This would' 
cost him dear, stud she, and he cannot resolve oIU 
that, because he says you are a base-born ; and he is 
afraid of the disgrace he should incur by ^ving you.' 
the rank and honours of a son; and the Arabs would 
not consent to it." 

*' I would not permit that to be the case, he r^ 
plied, for whoever would bring shame upon him, I 
woidd soon reduce to annihilation. But if Shedad 
still denies me my right and rank, I will use my 
sword and spear upon him ; and should I perceive 
that the tribe dare despise me, I will level my scimitar 
at the whole t^ them, and I will go to another tribe. 
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who may better understand my value ; for how often 
have I rescued them from their dangers; and 
Uberated them from perils ! I will begin by striking 
off the head of Shedad, if he does not acknowledge 
my rank and condition ; and so will I treat also 
my uncle, if he dots not give me Ibla m marriage ; 
him too will I make to diink the wine of disgrace/^ 
For heaven^s sake, said. his mother, do nothing of 
the kind, for they will only hate you the more, and 
you will gam nothing : but the men and women 
love you, I perceive, on account of yovir noble 
deeds, therefore proceed to no extremities, otherwise 
you will increase their hatred and enmity against 
you. But, my mother, added Antar, my aunt has 
once promised to give Ibla to me in marHage, and 
has engaged herself by contract to that purpose. 
Hush I said Zebeebah, talk not of impossibilities ; 
this will never happen : how can a slave, without 
connexion or rank, aspire to marriage with an Arab 
woman ? particularly as you were brought up tend- 
ing die sheep and the camels ! O mother, said Antar, . 
m shew thee wonders ; my soul pants for honour 
and dignity, and with my sword will I dishonour 
the necks of the Arab chieftains." 

Thus they continued to talk till mormng dawned, 
when King Zoheir returned. He could scarcely 
believe that his family were preserved safe from 
ignominy, for he had heard that Mooteghetris had 
passed him on the road ; and severe indeed was his 
anxiety and affliction at having thus missed his foes 
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He marched therefore day and lught till he reached 
his own country, and found all his people happy 
and secure. , 

But when the tribe of Abs saw their king return- 
ing with all his army and troops, the chiefs and 
nobles went out to meet him, and having congratu- 
lated him and prayed for his long life, they explain- 
ed to him the destruction of his enemies, and all the 
heroic acts of Antar ; how he had slain Mooteghetris, 
and what noble feats he had performed. Verily, 
said King Zoheir, we are ennobled in him above all 
Arabs; we have not appreciated his worth, and 
have not properly understood his greatness. Truly 
he will become the champion of this whole nation, if 
he live long, and all the horsemen will be under his 
authority and command. 

King Zoheir prixieeded to his own tents, and 
found his women exulting in the deeds of Antar; 
he afterwards entered his wife Temadhur's apart- 
ments, and found her also praising Antar in heart 
and speech, as she exclaimed, O King, it is not 
Antar, but a noble warrior ; for he has done the 
deeds of a hero. Thus was Antar^s dignity raised 
in the eyes of King Zoheir. Were we to decree to 
him our lives and our property, said he, it would 
still be a small return for such exalted acts. He 
soon after ordered some sheep and fat cattle to be 
killed, and having directed the meat to be served 
up and the wine to flow, he went out into the mid- 
dle of the camp, and'there erected a large tent of 
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velvet and silk, and placed in the centre a throne of 
ivory inlaid with burnished gold. The horsemen then 
presented themselves ; Rebia and his brother attend- 
ed, and each seated himself according to his rank : 
Shedad also cpme, and all his valiant dependants ; 
Antar too entered, and kissed the ground, and 
made obeisance, and prayed for a continuance of 
Zoheir's glory. He was going to at down amongst 
the slaves, but King Zoheir said to him, By the 
Mover of the heavens, no one shall be my companion 
to day but. you, and no one shall eat and drink but 
I and you. And he made Antar come towards 
him. O King, said Antar, as he kissed his hand, 
I am but your slave. Then King Zoheir got up 
from his throne, and seated' him by his side, and 
talked to him : and all present had their eyes upon 
him, and all his friends rejoiced ; but Rebia and 
Shas, and his uncle HiMik were bursting with rage, 
when they saw Antar Jt^sed to such honour, never 
conferred on any one before. 

Now the cups of wine were handed round, and 
the delicacies were eaten with joy and pleasure; 
and they appeared secure from the viscissitudes of 
fortune, whilst King Zoheir conversed familiarly 
with Antar, and joked with him; he made him 
drink, and kept him by him. And they continued 
in this manner till the wine sported with the senses 
of the guests, and all of them, and Antar too, stood 
up, but the King prevented him ; and when they 
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robe, and mounted him on an Arab horse, and a 
necklace of burnished gold, studded with pearls and 
jewels; he presented him abo with an excellent 
aword ; and Antar quitted the tents of King Zohdr 
clothed in that superb robe and cloak, and mounted 
on the Arab horse. But he soon dismounted, and 
walked by the side of his father ; and when they 
entered the tent, Antar kissed his father's feet, 
master, said he, why do you not grant me my due, 
as others far and near have done ? or bestow on me 
what I so much desire ? Tell me, said Shedad, what 
you want, make known what you wish, that I may 
be kind to you ; I will not avariciously refuse you. 
Now Shedad thought he wanted a camel to ride, or 
a tent to live in, or a female slave to attend him. 
But Antar replied, I request of you, O master, that, 
the rank and dignity of an Arab be appropriated t©. 
me; and that you would acknowledge me as yoioT' 
son, and yourself as my father, so that my rank may 
be made known, and I become a chief; and in triith, 
I will reward you as no one else can. I will reduce 
the Arab princes themselves to your obedienc^' 
through fear of my sword and my spear. 

When Antar had finished speaking, Shedad'a 
eyes started into the crown of his head, his affections 
cooled, and his disorder of mind increased. Thou 
base-bom ! he cried, hast thou forgotten that thou 
hast tended the camels and the sheep, and collected 
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the ordure of beasts amongst the mountains ? Thou 
son of a slave, verily, the robe of King Zoheir plays 
about thy loins, and his words float upon thine ears ; 
thoiAiast indeed made a dei^and, and hast raised 
thyself on high ; and thou wouldst make me a by- 
word with every one that should hear thee : nothing 
have I for thee but a sword, and I will cut off thy 
head. Upon this, Shedad drew his sword, as soon 
as he had finished, and rushed at him, and all the 
slaves ran away from him. , 

Now Semeeah, Shedad^s wife, overheard the dis- 
pute, and came out of her tent, crying andlamenting. 
She rushed instantly towards her husband, and 
kissed his bosom, and took his sword out of his hand, 
as she exdsdmed — ;Never shall you slay him ; me 
shall you destroy before him. I have not forgotten 
his'virtues and noble deeds. Excess of wine must 
have urged him to this fancy: therefore do not 
punifilh him for what he has said. Semeeah did not 
desist till she had soothed his anger, and he retired 
to his tent. 

But Antar was in the greatest agony ; he was 
ashamed that the day should dawn upon him, or 
that he should remain any longer in the country ; 
or that he should agsdn look his father in the face. 
He accordingly went out, and sought the residence 
of Malik, the King's son : his clothes trailed upon 
the ground through shame, and his tears flowed 
£rom the excessive pain he endured, for intoxication 
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had overpowered his judgment. So he sought prince 
Malik, who was just then returned from his father's^ 
and quite rejoiced at what had passed with respect to 
Antar, and the robes and presents he had received. 
At this moment a slave came in, and said, Antar 
wishes to be admitted into your presence. Let him 
in, said Malik ; and when he was introduced. Prince 
Malik looked at him, and saw his tears flowing from 
his tortured heart. He seated him bv him, and 
talked familiarly with him, and asked him what was 
the matter, and what had happened to him. O my 
lord, he replied, I demanded of my father the rank 
and honour of an Arab ; but he has abused me, 
and beaten me, and wished to kill me, and has made 
me a laughing stock among the Arab chiefs. 

You have been wrong, said Malik to Antar, in 
this sad afiair ; you have done that which would not, 
at any rate, have induced him to acknowledge you. 
" Do not, my lord, continued Antar, reprove my 
ambition, which often robs me of my wits and discre- 
tion ; but had I not been intoxicated, this would not 
have happened, and I should have concealed my 
wishes, and submitted patiently to my misfortunes, 
till death had overtaken me. But in all circumstances 
thou art my master. Ah ! my lord, continued he, 
how often have I relieved them from their foes, and 
no one ever assisted me ! Know too, that I love Ibla, 
the daughter of my uncle Malik ; and she drives 
away the sleep from my eyelids, and in my sleepless 
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Tujghts I am touted to her ; but ray father Shedad 
b&s cut off all my hope, and misfortunes upon mis- 
ibrtunes werpower me. I only demanded to be re- 
cognized B his son, that I might be united to her ; 
but truly all hopes of her are completely destroyed. 
No joy now remains for me, and the light of the day 
is the darkness ofnightiamy eyes. I have no home 
but among the wild beasts and the reptiles." His ' 
agony increased, and he wept, and complmned Int- 
terly. Sorrows and afflictions were multiplied upon 
him, and the tears nished into lus eyes, aa he ex- 
pressed his anguish and passion. 

Had you informed me of your situation before, 
said MaUk, greatly distressed, and pitying him, I 
-would have sacrificed my person and property to 
remedy it. But what was easy, has now become 
<lifficult ; Ibla will be qcmcealed from you from this 
day forward. I fear alto that your father will con- 
trive to kill you, and that no one wilt be able to 
relieve you. But stay here whilst I tell all this to 
my father. my lord, stud Antar, the only place 
of rest for me is on the highways ; and I must roam 
about the whole day and the live long night; for 
men have conspired to destroy me, such as Rebia. 
and your brother Shas. He passed the whole night 
with Malik, aud at the dawn of day Antar mounte.i 
his horse, and put on his armour and his cuirass. 
He travelled on till he was far from the tents, and 
be knew not whither he was going : sometimes h« 
H 




took the left and sometimes the right, and again h 
struck into the wilda and deserts, till it became 
t)raaddaj. There he wandered about the rods 
and mountains, and accusing fate, he tlius expre 
himsclf- 

" I rail against fortune that relents to no i 
" braider, and I demand security from the t 
" of fortune. She one day promises fair and esdtd 
'* my pride, but truly I know all her promises t 
** false. Ibave served man, and I have taken n 
" relatJons as protectors against, fortune ; but tfaw 
" have acted like scorpions. Amongst themsdvet 
" they call nie the son of Zebeebah, but in the b 
" multuous rush of horsemen, I am the son d 
" nobles. Were it not for my love, one like i 
" would not humble himself to such as they ; 
" the lion of the waste would not fear the fox 
" Quickly my tribe will «meraber me, when ti 
"■ horsemen come charging amongst the warrioci 
" with their sword-blows. that thy phant<BR 
" would visit me, Ibla, it would see the torrento 
" of tears that stream from my eye-lids. But I wffl 
" forbear, that my railera may have pity on mt 
" that my patience may soften their hearts. Tlqf 
" sta^n is a post in the centre of heaven, but.i^ 
" band fails in attaining the stars." 

Thus he roamed from the high road without 
friend or companion- The nest day the tribe heard 
«U that had passed between Autar and Ins father 
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And early in the morning Prince Malik sent for 
Antar ; but he was not to be found : he su|)po8ed 
he would return by the evening : still he came not 
Now Prink MaUk wa& sincerely attached to Antar ; 
he was greatly distressed, and he did all he could to 
find him. He ihem acquainted his father with what 
had pftssed. As soon as the King heard the account 
fe)m his son, he was much vexed, and reproached ■* 
him. O my son, said he, why did you not imme- 
diatdy tell me of this, that 1 Dbight h0f^ arranged 
the business ? I concealed it, said he, in orda* not 
td ooca^on any disturbance, and for fear of exciting 
your indignatkm, for I have long seen my broths 
Shas hates him as the vilest of men ; and Belna 
wiU not raise his head towards him ; and I see also 
that many of, their friends detest him. But you 
love hitn and are interested about him ; and 1 caold 
not possibly tell yoii ail^a£^ yoii would not have 
approved. In the mecui time Antar continued to 
wander over the plains of the desert, until the day 
shone, when behold! there arose a great cloud of 
dust, that darkened the country. Antar contem- 
plated it for sonae time, and then perceived forty 
horsemen, each bearing a quivering spear, and a 
dazzling sdmitar. He directed his horse towards 
them, and they proved to be of the noble tribe of 
Abs, and Ghegadh the son of Nasshib was their 
leader. When Antar saw them he saluted them, 
and tbey returned the salutation ; O thou son of 
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Z^beebah, said they, why art thou straying here ? 
I was hunting game, he replied, and when I saw 
you, I made towards you in order to bear you com- 
pany. And we, said Ghegadh, have always dift- 
ti^iguished you from the other slaves, and have 
always considered you in the light of a valiant 
knight : and if you will join us, we will agree to 
your sharing with us as a noble warrior. But how 
can that be ? said Antar. Know that a slave, said 
Ghegadh, enjoys a half share with his masters. But, 
said one of them, Antar truly deserves more than 
two-thirds, and happen what will, he is a knight; 
and indeed not every one that is called a knight is a 
knight. They at length agreed that they would 
surrender tb the slave a fourth of whatever plunder 
they might take. * 

In this manner they proceeded till they approached 
the land of the tribe of C«htan, where they saw 
a great quantity of cattle, with some high-raised 
tents and lofty pavilions ; many horses running about 
and camels grazing, and the people unsuspicious 
of a reverse of fortune. Here, my cousins, said 
Ghegadh, is a rich tribe, and the people few in 
number ; let us attack and despoil them whilst it is 
dark, and we will quit their country in safety ; be- 
fore morning we shall be far away among the 
wastes. They instantly shook their lances in thdr 
hands, and drew thdr brilliant faulchions ; and a& 
they drove the camels and the horses from the tents 
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aaid the habitations, the men mounted to keep them 
off from the women and families. But the sons of 
Abs forced them back towards the tents and trampled 
them down upon the ground, seizing their property 
and spoil. Antar rushed down upon them, and 
obliged them to fly. Do you, said Ghegadh to Antar, 
drive away the cattle, and we will repulse all that 
dare pursue them. 

Antar drove away the cattle, and^had proceeded 
some way, when lo ! a knight rushed out from the 
ravines in the rocks, mounted on a dark coloured 
colt, beautiful and compact, and it was of a race 
much prized among the Arabs ; his hoofs were as 
flat as the beaten coin ; when he neighed, he seemed 
as if about to speak, and his ears like quilk ; his sire 
was Wasil, and his dam Hemama? When Antar 
cast his eyes upon the horse, and observed his speed 
and his paces, and his. uncommon beauty, he felt 
that no horse could surpass them, so his whole 
heart and soul longed for it. The Absians, indeed, 
hadplundered the horde and the country, but Antar's 
mind was occupied mth the horse, so he galloped on 
till he approached the horseman ; and when the 
knight perceived that Antar was making towards 
him, he spurred his horse, and it fled beneath 
him; for this was a renowned horseman called 
Harith, the son of Obad, aad he was a valiant hero. 

Antar galloped after him till sunset, and he found 
himself far separated from his party. Harith th^ 
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turned about to him ; and when he was quite close, 
said Antar to him, O young man, by the faith you 
profess and believe, will you not wait for me awhile 
and grant me a favour ? for I see you are a noble 
horseman. Hear what I have to say, and give me 
an answer ; I will be answerable for thy security. 

O young man, said Harith, trusting to his pro-, 
mise, what do you want ? I see you also are a va- 
liant knight. Will you sell me this horse you are 
riding, asked Antar, or will you give it me if you 
are the owner of it? By heavens, young man, 
said Harith smiling, had you accosted me thus at 
first, I would have given him to you, with some 
camels also, and you need not have acted thus ; 
but, Arab, did you ever see any one surrender his 
horse and his armour in a plain like this, alone and 
a stranger ? and particularly a horse like this, whose 
lineage is as well known as that of the noblest 
warriors ; for should his master be in difficulties, he 
will liberate him ; he moves and flies without wings ; 
and if you have not heard of his fame, I will tell 
you — ^he is called Abjer, whom Chosroe and the Gre- 
cian Emperors and the princes of the tribe of Asfar 
have anxiously wished to possess. I was angry with 
my own people, and repaired to this noble tribe. I 
ate with them, and remained with them a long time. 
It costs me much to part with this horse, but my 
heart is attached to this tribe, and is greatly dis- 
tressed about them. I am no coward in the assault 
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of heroes ; but I was afraid lest this horse might re- 
c^ve a blow that should injure him, and I there- 
fore only followed you, in ordet to draw oflF your 
attention till the men of the tribe might overtake 
you and pursue you over the hills and the wilds, 
and that I might point out to them your course ; 
for you have invaded a tribe where there are only 
women, and but a few men, unable to encounter so 
fierce a foe ; and I do not perceive there is a single 
feeling heart among you all. 

Harith having ceased speaking, I much wish you 
would sell me this horse, said Antar ; demand what 
you please firom me, for I must be the purchaser of 
it. O young man^ said Harith, if you are indeed 
desirous of a horse, that is in this age quite inva- * /^ 

luable, I will not sell it but in restitution of all thig 
booty ; and then do not imagine you will lose by your 
bargain. I swear by the God who knows all secrets, 
I do not avoid fighting you from the fear of death, 
for I am a warrior, and can defend myself; but I 
feared this horse would be injured. If you, young 
man, wish to strike a bargain, and act hke a man df 
honour, as I am a guest of this tribe, and halve eaten 
with them, my wish is to ransom their prc^rty with 
this horse; and had it not been for this misfortune, 
I never would have parted with such an animal. 

When Antar heard these words, he felt certain 
that Harith was a hberal minded man, and there- 
fore, wishing to be on a par with him in respect to 
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his honourable and generous conduct : Well ! said 
he, I will purchase of you this horse for this booty; 
and I shall be moreover exceedingly obliged : here is; 
my hand in faidi and sincerity. 

Harith dismounted from the back of his noble 
steed, and gave him to Antar, who mounted him 
hke a king of the land far and wide ; and he told 
the slaves to conduct the cattle and women and 
servants to their own country. Harith took them, 
and went his way. 

Now Antar upon Abjer watched them till they 
had disappeared among the deserts ; and just then 
came up the Absian horsemen, and Ghegadh at 
their head, who, seeing Antar standing alone in the ' 
■ plain^ without any of the booty, cried out, thou son 
of a base slave woman, where is the plunder? 
I bought with it this horse, he replied, and I have 
established your honour and credit in the land of 
the tribe; because I saw the owner was a man 
of worth, and jealous of the honour of women, 
gracious and liberal minded: I was therefore anx- 
ious to equal him in propriety of conduct, and 
would not leave behind us in this land, the re- 
membrance of a foul action, and be a scandal 
amongst Arabs. It is the most ignominious of deeds 
to take- prisoners free bom women; and besides 
this, the spacious plain is open before us, and the 
Lord God is the bestower of all things, and the 
taker fway ; he is the distjributor of every thing ^ 
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and God forbid he should send us back without a 
reward. 

Thou base born, cried Ghegadh, in reply to 
Antar the lion-hero, We con^gned them over to 
3f^ur care, but you have been buying, bartering, 
and selling, without asking our leave. What is 
done ia done, s^d Antar ; I will make it good to 
you elsewhere, if the Creator of all things pleases, 
and you agree to the protection I have granted : but 
if you wish to quarrel with me, I will protect my life 
with the force of this sword, and this well propor- 
tioned spear, and I will not live to forfeit my word. 

Come on to this wretch, said Ghegadh inflamed 
with n^, to his companions ; cut him in pieces with 
your cleaving sdmitars, and make him drink of the 
cup of death and annihilation. 

Upon that, Antar went to a little distance from 
them, and dismounting Irom Abjer, tightened his 
^^rths, and then mounting again, galloped and char- 
ged about, crying out to them, you base bom 
wretches, to day will I shew you how I fight and 
thrust. Away, away, to shame and disgrace — this 
day you shall behold the furious lion. He thought 
of his beloved, and thus exclaimed : 

" I abuse fcrtune, that never st^ns at the voice 
" of the counsellor. I conceal my passion in my 
"heart, but my tears disclose it. My tribe is leagued 
" with fortune to seek my blood, and they assault 
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" me with sword and spear. They have driven me 
" from the mistress I love, and I am plunged into 
'^ the well of the water of banishment. To expose my 
^ cherished life is indifferent to me ; and though I am 
^^ separated from her, my heart clings to her. O my 
^^ God, let not my life be a life of ignominy ! let not 
'^ my death, O God, be among the weeping crowd ! 
" but my corpse ! let the birds hover over it, and 
^^ let the crows of the desert drink of my wounds. 
" God regards the man who is hospitable to hi& 
" tribe, and who becomes among them a chief in 
authority. But when they see us invade their 
dwellings, every warrior on a swift-paced steed, 
" they promise us riches, and high-bosomed damsels 
'^with well formed hips, and beautifully-shaped 
" haunches. I will seize them on my horse, whose 
^^ like exists not ; aye, and the youth sold it like a 
^^ man of honour. Whoever of ye, oh tribe of Abs, 
*^ wishes my death, I will appear before him in the 
^^ plain of battle, and I will charge among ye on my 
^^ stem-faced steed, and I will rush at ye as the 
" Hon of the wilds.*" 

When the Absians heard Antar's discourse, they 
all shrunk from the conflict, and consulting with 
each other, said, Ghegadh, what stops you ? and 
what occasions this fear and consternation at thi9 
black slave ? O Ghegadh, said they, you have 
advised us to make the attack, and stilt you liold 
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back from the assault and the combat ; you are our 
superior and our adviser, so come on. O my cousin, 
said Ghegadh, much troubled, wise is the man be- 
tween whom and Antar there is no contention. Ex- 
plain this, said they, ere we endanger our Uves in 
a contest with him. I observed, said he, when he 
dismounted to tighten his girths, his gigantic mien, 
his brawny arms, his full formed legs, and his cool 
undaunted eye. And I, smd another, saw some- 
thing more extraordinary than that. Whaf s that ? 
said they. One day King Zoheir gave him one of his 
finest horses ; he went up to it to put on the bridle ; 
the horse would not take it, but was riotous, and 
reared at him. At the instant Antar lifted him oiF 
the ground up to the top of his head, and dashed 
him oil the earth, and smashed his bones. When 
they heard this account of Antar, they trembled, and 
were afraid. Dp you go up to him, said they, 
addres^ng Ghegadh, give him the plunder, and do 
not make it appear that we are afraid of him, that 
hb avidity may not increase to our detriment, and 
he say,^^^ I will not quit one of ye till I have slain 
him and taken his spoil.**' 

So Ghegadh went up to him, O my cousin, said 
he, are you aoi ashamed to engage in battle against 
yoiur cousins, when they were only joking and mak- 
ing merry ? O my cousins, said Antar, convinced 
they were afraidw#f him, I would not do any thing 
that could be thought wrong, but I have purchased 
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this horse, who wiU cajry me against your enemies'^ 
and you know that when a person seeks to destroy 
another, it is necessary to defend one's self. Ghe- 
gadh continued to speak flatteringly to Antar, till he 
softened him and cajoled him. O Arab Chieftains, 
said Antar, I have not forgotten your kindness, and 
I am but your slave. I am grateful for all you 
have done for me, and had it not been for you, I 
should not be known among the Arabs. 

It was not fear that dictated these words, but in 
order to obser\'e their sentiments towards him. 

He has indeed purchased this horse, said Ghe^ 
gadh to his comrades, in order to destroy our enemies^ 
let us therefore grant it him. Be it so, said they 
all. Thus Antar became possessed of Abjer, whose 
equal no prince or emperor possessed. By way of 
precaution, Antar kept away from Ghegadh and his 
companions, who went on talking to each other. 
How that base-bom has succeeded to his wish, said 
they, for verily that horse was worth his weight in 
gold; we shall indeed be disgraced among the 
Arabs ! Antar proceeded on before them and heard 
all they said. 

Now they continued their march till evening, 
when they preached a spot abounding in frees and 
streams; wide and extensive were the surrounding 
plains. They dismounted and let their horses graze, 
and seated themselves whilst Antar stood watch over 
them, for their and his own safety. They did not 
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•move from this spot till morning dawned, when they 
mounted their horses and marched till evening; 
when suddenly from the upper part of the desert 
a great dust appeared, and through it they distm- 
guisbed a lofty howdah, and on its top there was a 
crescent of gold. The howdah was richly ornamen- 
ted with velvet; in firont were damsels and slaved, 
and they wore robes of divers colours, and behind 
were horsemen mounted on steeds all of different 
colours. No sooner saw they this procession and 
these fine garments, than they were sure it was a 
bride in the howdah; but they knew not her hus- 
band, nor any one connected with her. This is 
our plunder, said they ; Grod has sent it to us in 
recompense for what has befallen us. They instantly 
bent their heads over their saddle-bows, and violent- 
ly assaulted the party, and got possession of the 
howdah and all its accompaniments. But when the 
liorsemen that attended the howdah beheld them, 
they attacked them, and man met man, and hero 
assaulted hero ; blood was shed and spilt, and the 
horror was great : and in a moment the Absians 
were asristed by the deeds of Antar, the devouring 
lion, for his attack was the attack of an over-power- 
ing warrior. And three score and ten were the 
horsemen that accompanied the bride : he destroyed 
fiixty of them ; and the rest fled, five to the right and 
five to the left. 

The Absians having taken possession of the howdah 



and the property with the dispersed cattle, aad 
vast quantity of articles besides, asked the slavoi 
about the bride, who was her husband, and vihoi 
her father ? Arabs, said they, she is called Amiiiah^ 
the daughter of Yezid, the son of HandhaJah, sur- 
sumamed the Blood-drinker, the chief of all the 
princes of Tey ; and her husband, to whom she ii 
going, is called Nakid, the son of Jellah, a warlike 
and bold horseman, the protector of the race of 
Marah ; and you have executed this villiunous 
of violence upon us, and have ventured on tliis h»- 
zardous enterprize ! .' 

They proceeded, and passed over the deserts and 
the wilds, the lady weeping and lamenting at the 
misfortune that had overwhelmed her. But when 
Antar heard from the slave this account of bet 
father and her liuaband, he was convinced he would 
come down on lier account, and that a great battl* 
and slaughter would ensue between them, and he 
wished tlieAbsians should feel his power and weighty 
for what he bad heard tbem say about himself So 
he came toward tlicm. God has granted you vic- 
tory and safety, said he : and thou too, they tat- 
awered, he has also given thee cause to rejoice. You 
are aware, said Antar, diat this plunder is much 
more valuable and precious than the former ; let us 
put it out in lots and divide it, and let us give to 
each his portion, that he may defend it with his soul 
and body. 
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You, Antar, took the first plunder for yourself 
alone, said <»ie, and do you demand your share of 
the second? With respect to the first plunder, O 
my cousins, s^d Antar, did you not give it me ? 
and it is not customary with chiefs to take back 
their donations. The fellow, said Ghegadh, is right 
in what he says ; divide the spoil, and give him half 
of one of your shares. Arabs, treat me fairly, cried 
Antar, and speak the truth. Ghegadh got into a 
passion. What do you mean ? said he. According 
to our agreement, said Antar, which was settled be- 
tween you and me, 6f all the plunder we should 
take, I was to have one half of the whole ; and all 
of you the other half. 

Rage filled the heart of Ghegadh. Thou son of 
Zebeebah, thy avarice demands impossibilities; thou 
art indeed mad, and a villain. Verily thou hast 
not kept thy word; and O, had the day never 
come that we met thee in this road ! No one, said 
Antar, is mad, but he who keeps company with 
you, and agr^ts to your demands ; for ye are a set 
of fellows of little justice, and great opression and 
vicdence; the fact is, I will not take a jot less than 
one half of the plunder, even were my soul to drink 
of the cup of death. . Come on, on to this black 
slave, cried Ghegadh to his friends, who rebels, 
and outrages us. Upon this .they all jumped up, 
and cried out against Antar, resolved to kill him, 
and make him drink of the cup of annihilation. 
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Antar went apart from them for a while mtf the 
rocky plain, then galloped, and challenged th^n to 
• the contest, thus addressing them ; — 

^^ When my foe sues me for a debt, I settle the 
" debt with the Bedeinian spear :* my scimitar'*8 
*' edge shall extirpate ye all, and shall justly 
" decide between you and me. I am exalted by 
" my sword and spear far above the minutest stars 
" and the two bears. Foul wretches ! ye know not 
my power, but the inhabitants of the two hemi- 
spheres shall feel it. The grasp of fortime has 
not destroyed my strength, and the fingers of 
" time have not been stretched out against me. 
" Many a horseman have I left sprawling, his 
" cheeks grovelling, liis hands dyed in blood, whilst 
" the birds of death hover round him, and the mag- 
" pies assemble over his corpse." 

His verses finished, he was about to attack them, 
when lo ! a dust arose and covered the whole coun- 
try. In a short time the cloud opened and disco^ 
vered three hundred horsemen, all clad in steel, and 
the father of the damsel, the Blood-drinker, appeared 
in front of them. He roared like a lion ; his sword 
was an Indian blade. Whither would ye flee, O 
ye baseborn, he cried out — I am he, sumamed the 
Blood-drinker, the Cahtanian. 
Now the cause of the arrival of these men was 

• Kedeiai — the name of the wife of a famous spear-maker. 

Richardson, 
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Ais: oatof the tea that eacaped by flight fnxntbe 
voabai,&Te went to the father of the damsel, the 
Hon of the land, and five went to Nakid the son of 
J«Uab ; but the reradence of her (hther happened to 
be the nearest So he set off with three hundred 
men, all stem lions, and be galloped on till he over- 
took the Ab^ana, as ve have men^ned; and it 
was he who prevented the combat between the 
Absians and Antar. 

When Antar saw the father of the damsel coming 
on — See where the heroes advance, he cried ; now 
protect your plunder, if ye are men of valour — no 
portion is mine, neither great nor small, not a camel 
or a sheep. I will quit you, and will neither be with 
you nor agmnst you. He spurred away his Abjer 
. from them, and mounted to the top of a high hill ; 
he took his feet out of the stirrups, and sat 
croBfrJe^ed upon the neck of his horse, resting on 
bis dreadful spear, and there be remained contem- 
plating the terrors of the approaching conflict. 

The Blood-drinker criedakmd to hiswarriors; and 
they ruehed down upon the Absians, and men en- 
countered men, heroes heroes ; and blood was spilt 
and shed. In a moment sFords clashed, every heart 
and feeling were roused ; heads fiew off like balls, 
and hands like leaves of trees. The Teyans rushed 
upon the race of Abs; also the Blood-drinker 
assailed them iu his courage, and released his 
daughter. The Absians quitted th^ plunder, for 
I 
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their aouls could not stand firm ; and they fled over 
the wilds. 

Now when Antar perceived this defeat, he re- 
placed his fitet in the stirrups, and raising his spear 
from the ground, pounced down from the height 
like an eagle, or a wild beast when it rushes finom 
its den ; and he roared out to them in a loud voice 
that made the mountains rebellow. O ye ignoble 
dastards, I am Antar, the son of Shedad ! And 
he urged on Abjer, who started under him like 
a flash of lightning, or a tearing arrow : his ey^ 
balls tumied red, and foam issued &om his lips : he 
shrieked aloud in front, of the horses, and imme^ 
diately they shrunk back on their haunches, and 
hurled their riders from their backs : and the heroes 
were scattered over the desert and the wilderness. 
In less than an hour he drove them from the 
plunder. As soon as the Absians heard the sound 
of Antar from under the doud of dust, — Verilj, 
Antar, the magnanimous warrior, will overcome 
them, said they ; may God assist him ! This is in- 
deed true intrepidity, and he deserves half the spoil; 
for if the heroes drink the cup of death, the great- 
est share will fall to him, for verily the eye of the 
sun cannot be concealed. Thus their hearts wiere 
purified towards Antar, and they all returned to Us 
assistance. 

When the Blood-drinker saw the Ab^ans resume 
the contest, he s£dd to the people about him^ The 
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horsaoBan of Abis and Adnan are coming dofs^ and 
this day will they bring death and destruction upon 
us ; and he let the reins hang loose and fled. The 
Teyans spread themselves over the plains and the 
desert, following him in every direction, whilst 
Antar, having already slain about eighty men, ap- 
proached the plunder ; and when all were fled, the 
Absian horsemen came up, and there was not one 
but praised and thanked him. So they took up the 
spoil, and the property, and the prisoners, and the 
bride, and departed, seeking the land of the tribe of 
Abs, and rejoicing in their victory and triumph; 
every one in astonishment at Antar''s intrepidity. 

But as soon as the other five that fled informed 
Nakid, the husband of the bride, the light became 
dark in his eyes, and he shouted out to the tribe of 
Maan — ^To hcnrse ! to horse ! and ere an hour had 
pnsed, five thousand valiant horsemen were ready, 
and he marched at the head of them in hopes of 
overtaking the race of Abs, and of overwhelming 
them in perdition and death, and of rooting out 
every vestige of them, so that not a record of them 
sliould exist. For indeed he was a warrior fetocious 
as a lion, one of the thousand heroes in those days 
af darkness* He travelled on night and day that 
h e might overtake the tribe of Abs before they could 
reach their own country. Meanwhile they pursued 
their journey, seeking their own lands, when a dust 
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arose bdiind them, and darkened the whole K^<m ; 
it opened, and disixtvered the Maanites headed by 
Nakid. At this sight they were convinced of thar 
destruction and death, as they stud one to another, 
Verily the trihe of Maan have overtaken lis ! They 
looked towards Antar, and they perceived him smil- 
ing and rejoicing at the arrival of the warriors. 
Verily, said they, O my cousin, the foe is come up 
with us, and to day will uur booty be torn away, and 
our sculls will fly off. Know, my cousins, said Antar, 
that death will not be wanting, neither will it in- 
crease; but I have long wished forsuchaday as this, 
for I have not given up tlie tribe of Abs ; my heart 
is fixed on returning home ; and this fortuitous dr- 
cumstance has happened to us by the will of Hina 
who disposes life and death. Now is the flame of war 
at hand, and sorrow and anguish are approaching, 
Whoever among you is ready to fight, lot him fight; 
whoever wishes to fly, let him fly ; but for me, 1 
will drink of their cups, I will contend with thdr 
faeroee; and thus he continued in verse: 

" This day the race of Abs sliall heliold my com- 
*'bat, and my actions in the contest when I charge. 
" I will seize their property : aye, and the double of. 
"it with my supple, quick-mo^mg, death-bearing 
" spear. Iwill destroy the brave in war with my In-' 
" dian blade, and I will drive down among them like 
" « devouring lion. I will rave among their horse-i 
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"men with my determined courage, and I wUl 
" eharge, and I will rush over them in the batde. 
" I am the Enight of Knights, the lion whom no 
*^ human being can withstand. The lions in their 
" dens tremble at me, and in the day of batde the 
" Ghuols fly from me." 

When Antar had finished, he encountered the 
warriors with most penetrating thrusts and rending 
blows. TKe Absians were obliged to endure it with 
him, and to assist him in the horrors. Themessengers 
of death were distributed amongst the conquerors and 
the conquered ; the sharp-edged swords came in con- 
tact with them, and the straight lances glided through 
them. The Absians repented of their firmness, and 
fled over the plains, whilst alone Antar encountered 
the whole calamity ; and he stood firm, like one 
resolved to avert shame and disgrace. He aimed at 
the breasts of the heroes with over-powaing assaufts 
and thrusts, that would have made the deep-rooted 
mountains totter. 

When Nakid saw the battle of Antar, and how 
done he stood against five thousand, and was mak- 
ing them drink of the cup of death and perdition, he 
was overwhelmed with astonishment at his de^s. 
Thou yaliant slave, he cried, how potent is thine 
arm — ^how strong ib thy wrist ! And he rushed down 
upon Antar, that his bride might behold a proof of 
his courage : and Antar, seeing that he was making at 
him, presented himself before him, for he was all 
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anxiety to meet him. O thou base-bom, cried Nakid^ 
son of an uncircumcised mother ! But Antar permitted 
him not to finish his speech, before he asasulted him 
with the assault of a lion, and roared at him : he was 
horrified and paralyzed at the sight of Antar. Antar 
attacked him thus scared and petrified, and struck 
him with his sword on the head, and cleft him dowD 
to the back, and he fell, cut in twain, from the horse, 
and he was split in two as if by a scale ; and as 
Antar dealt the blow, he cried out " O by Abs ! 

by Adnan I I am ever the lover of Ibla/' 

No sooner did the tribe of Maan behold Antar's 
blow, than every one was seized with fear and dis- 
may. The whole five thousand made an attack like 
the attack of a single man ; but Antar received them 
as the parched ground receives the first of the rain^ 
exhibiting to them his power and his courage. His 
eye-balls were fiery red, and foam issued from the 
comers of his lips ; wherever he smote, he cleft the 
head; every warrior he assailed he annihilated ; and 
as the warriors still pressed on him, he tore a rider 
from the back of his horse, he heaved him on 
high, and whirling him in the air, struck down a 
second with him, and the two instantly expired. 
"By thine eyes, O lUa," he cried, "todayinB 

1 destroy all this race.*' Thus he proceeded until' 
he terrified the warriors, and hurled them into woe 
and disgrace, hewing off their arms and their joints. 
At length the five thousand retreated firom the 
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combat, for fear and terror had completely shaken 
them, and more than nine hundred horsemen he had 
slain, and gained an entire victory over them. 

Just as Antar bad nearly annihilated them, there 
appeared a dust that darkened the whole land. In 
an hour it was cleared, and there came forth a troop 
of heroes ; at their head was an horseman like an 
eagle, mounted on an horse that moved like a cloud. 
The rider was handsome, in the bloom of youth, 
and every tongue cried out, O by Abs ! O by 
Adnan ! Now this knight was Malik, King Zo- 
heir's son. And he was coming in search of Antar, 
in consequence of the affair that took place between 
Antar and his father, who, when he demanded the 
rank and coni^deration of a son, wished to put him 
to death. Now Malik was expecting Antar the 
next day, but as he camefnot, he went and acquainted 
his father the King with all that had happened* 
Zoheir instantly sent for Shedad, who kissed the 
ground. Why do you not grant Antar's request, 
and call him your son, as every one else does ? asked 
King Zoheir : Think you, Shedad, that amongst 
the tribes of Cahtan and Adnan there is a more in- 
trepid warrior than your son Antar, or a bolder heart 
than bis ? O my Lord, answered Shedad, he is 
indeed my son, and a part of my heart; but my 
brother Malik add to me, if you acknowledge Antar 
as your son, I'will abandon myself to the Arab 
. tribes ; therefore, on account of my brother Malik, 
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I have renounced him. Well, then, said Zoheir, I 
will have him return to his country in spite of his 
foes. And he dispatched a slave to gain informatikxi 
and to follow him. He waited until the slave re- 
turned, and told him that Antar had assodated 
himself with Ghegadh, the son of Nashid, and at 
that moment he was, single handed, engaged with 
five thousand horsemen, and Nakid the son of Jel- 
lah. Malik wept. May God, said he, prosper him, 
for he has devoted himself to death and destruction ; 
never will he fly or retreat; but by the life of my 
father King Zoheir, I must aid him, and if he is 
dead, never will I return till I have taken vengeance 
on his foes, and made his murderers drink of the 
loathsome cup. He set out, and appeared as we 
have just mentioned, and rushed forward with his 
troops a3 we have described. 

But as soon as Malik and his people came fbiu 
ward, and the men had recognized each othery 
Antar felt his power expanded, for at that moment 
the enemy had resolved to slay his heroes. But at 
the sight of his friend Malik and his warriors, fau 
heart revived, and he exhibited the whole counige 
of his soul; and he made a most desperate attack 
upon his antagonists, and overwhelmed them in 
total ruin. 

When the tribe of Maan saw Antar^s destructivo. 
force, and his sweeping blows, and that the Absians 
were come to his assistance, their only resource waa 
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flight, and retreat cfVer the pltuns and wilde ; for 
they said to each other. When Antar was alone^ we 
oould not re^ him. What shall we do now, that the 
tribe of Abs and Adnan are come to his ud ? So 
they took to flight and ran away in coofunon, whilst 
Antar and the tribe of Abs having pursued them fra 
three parasangs, returned for the scattered cattle and 
dispersed horses. Antar dismounted from Abjer, and 
ruiming up to his fnend Mulik, wished to kiss his 
feet in the sdrrup, but Malik would not permit him, 
imd kissed him between the eyes, and rejoiced in his 
safety. And there was not one of the Absians but 
came up to Antar, and congratulated lum on his 
victory and triumph. Antar thanked them. Th^ 
halted there that night, and the next day they set 
out seeking their own country : Antar riding by the 
^de of MaUk, and ^elating to him all his adventures 
with Ghegadh and his companions, and how he ob- 
tained his horse Abjer. - Malik informed him of all 
that had passed between him and King Zoheir, 
how he had sent after his father Shedad, and had 
dneatened him. Antar was glad, and foreboded 
wdl, and felt convinced that his marriage might 
take place as kmg as King Zoheir was on his side : 
■o that his love for Ibla increased. They thus pro 
ceeded on their journey till they came near to th^ 
homes ; when Antar's pasdon seizing him, he thus 
excliumed : 

" When the breezes Mow ftom Mount Saadi, 
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*^ their freshness cahns the fire of my love and 
^< transports. Let my tribe remember I have pre- 
** served thdr faith ; but they feel not my worth, 
** and preserve . not their engagenjents with me. 
<« Were there not a maid settled in the tents, why 
" should I prefer their sodety to absence ? SUiQly 
<^ made is she, and the magic influence of her eye 
" preserves the bones of a corpse from enterii^ 
^^ the tomb. The sun as it sets, turns towards her> 
^^ and says. Darkness obscures the land, do thou rise 
^^ in my absence ; and the brilliant moon calls out 
" to her, Come forth, tpr tny face is like me when I 
^^ am at the full, and in all my gloiy ! The Tama- 
*^ risk trees complain of her in the mom and the eve, 
" and say. Away, thou waning beauty, thou form of 
" the laurel ! She turns away abashed and throws 
^^ aside her veil, and the roses are scattered fi-om her 
*^ soft fresh cheeks. She draws her sword from 
^^ the glances of her eye-lashes, sharp and pene- 
" trating as the blade of her forefathers, and with 
" it her eyes commit murder, though it be sheathed : 
^^ is it not surprising that a sheathed sword ahokild 
^^ be so sharp against its victims ! Graceful is efVQr 
^^ limb, slender her waist, love-beaming aze 1ij|^ 
^^ glances, waving is her form. The damsel pdMis 
^^ the night with mrnsk under her veil, and its fia- 
^* grance is increased by the still fresher essence of 
" her breath. The lustre of day sparkles hem 
^^ her forehead, and by the dark shades of her^ 
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** curling ringlets^ night itself is driven away. When 
*^ she smiles, between her teeth is a moisture com- 
*^ posed of wine^ of rain, and of honey. Her throat 
^^ complains of the darknessof her necklaces. Alas! 
<^ alas ! the effects of that throat and that neck- 
*^ lace! Will fortime ever, O daught^ of Malik, 
ever bless me with thy embrace, that would cure 
my heart of the sorrows of love ? If my eye could 
^^ see her baggage camels, and her family, I would 
" rub my cheeks on the hoofs of her camels. I will 
** kiss the earth where thou art ; mayhap the fire of 
** my love and extacy may be quenched. Shall 
** thou and I ever meet as formerly on Mount 
** Saadi ? or will the messenger come from thee to 
<^ announce thy meeting, or wiH he relate that thou 
*^ art in the land of Nejd? Shall we meet in the 
<^ land of Shureba and Hima, and shall we live in 
<< joy and in happiness ? I am the well known Antar, 
^^ the chief of his tribe, and I shall die : but when> 
*^ I am gone, history shall tell of me.'* 

Antar'^s eloquence and intrepidity made the 
Frinoe^s heart bound with joy, for Hot an Arab 
amoDggt the ndghbouring or distant tribe^ could 
equal iibii. • Verily, said Malik, the spirit of God 
nmyi^j** yoi]^ atad inspires your mind; for you 
have attained the fuU expression of words, and are 
perfect in rhymes. They went on, passing over the 
wiids and the deserts, until they approached thdr 
own country, when Malik sent forward one of his 
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men to give notice of his owning. The messenger 
preceded them, and informed King Zoheir of the 
approach of his son, and of Antar the bold warrior, 
at which being greatly rejoiced, he went out with all 
his noble comrades, except Rebia and Shas, to meet 
them ; for these two were not pleased at the return 
of Antar ; and MaUk also, the father of Ibla, woiild 
not congratulate him. But Shedad mounted widi 
King Zoheir, and went to meet Antar, for his entrails 
yearned after him. They went out thus, and did not 
stop till thev met the Prince and Antar ; and when 
they came near, Antar dismounted, and hastening 
towards him, kissed the hand of King Zoheir. But 
the King bent down towards him and kissed him 
between the eyes, and congratulated him on his 
safety. Think you, O Antar, said he, that we have 
forgotten you since you quitted us in angar? 
Could our homes give us any pleasure when thou 
wert absent, and hadst abandoned thy country ? 

O King, replied Antar, having kissed the King's 
feet, thou whose command is obeyed among. ihe 
whole nation of Arabs, O high minded PrinAe^I 
swear by your unbounded generosity and yoiir ilj||k 
mind, my departure was not the effect of {rii^ti^; 
I am but a lowly slave and dependant ; I did ifltlbd 
depart the night I had been with your majesty, finr 
my tongue had swerved from the road of propriety 
with my father; my ^.ambition aimed at impo6a« 
bilities^ and I demanded what in fact only a feol 



would have demanded. Aa soon as I was safe 
from his vengeance, and his kindness and favour 
were withdraws from me, I could not, afler such a 
fault, do otherwise than change my home ; till at 
last my lord Malik interested himself bo much about 
me, and delivered me IrcHn death and perdition ; he 
has also informed me what interest you have taken 
in me : so that my ntuation is improved, and I am 
recondled to my master Sbedad ; and you have 
loaded me with obligations, mountains could not 
sust^. May you ever be under the protection of 
God ! Thus Antar went on talking ^vith the King, 
when, Shedad ccnning up to him, Antar rah towards 
him and kissed his feet in the stirrup, thus sayings 
" O my Lord, I am come beg^ng tbrgiveneM ; 
" the slave is come like a criminal ; the sword and 
" wariwrse would fail, should presumption ever 
" bear sway." 

When Shedad heard these words, and saw his 
humility, and considered all he had done, and his 
wonderful intrepidity, and truly Arabian nobleness 

. of soul ; all liis affections were excited, and his eyes 
almost shed tears fis he stud in his heart, may God 
curse every one who from this day forward would 
renounce him, and m&y the sword despoil his life '. 
He kissed him between the eyes, and Antar walked 
before his father, ait^ he had saluted his uncles, 
and his rektjons. The whole tribe of Abs were 

: SStoniBhed at his noble conduct and courage, and 
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they s£dd One to another. No one possesses what his 
masters possess* 

Now Antar felt no unworthy thought of fear 
respecting his father or his uncles, and only the 
passion that humbles warriors, humbled Inm. 
Malik presented the plunder to his father, and 
pressedjiim to accept it; and he divided the cuirasses, 
and armour, and horses, and coats of mail among 
the tribe of Abs who were with him at first. But 
King Zoheir took Aminia to his own tent, saying, 
This is a Princess, and the daughter of a King, it 13 
not proper that she should be bought and sold 
Thus tbey all departed home after the King had 
' made up matters between Antar and his family and 
i| relations, and recommended him to their kindness. 

The King soon after heard from Antar an account 
of all his adventures, and how he had obtained his 
horse Abjer. And when he looked at him he was 
quite surprised at his qualities, and he said to his 
son Malik, This horse has been made for no <»ie 
but Antar. And from that day he was sumamed 
Aboolfawaris. t 

Now Ibla's father addressed his son, saying; Ity 
son, verily death would be preferable to ijiii |laAe 
of things ; how is it that this slave of oura^.^lMie 
whom we employed in tending our flodks^ ia ttcnr 
raised far in dignity above us with our King ? And 
this it is that makes him so presumptuous with 110 
and your sister Ibla, and thus will our honour file 
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debftBed. There is nothing [else to be done, said 
Axnroo, but to marry my sister Ibla to one who can 
protect her against him, and then let us depart from • 
this land; for King Zoheir and hisisons are strong 
in his favour. But, said his father, O my son, must 
we leave this slave safe and well ? N^o, by the faith 
of an Arab we must contrive his death. So they 
all retired to their tents, and were united to their 
families. 

Now Antar came to his mother Zebeeba. Why, 
my son, sud she, do you not by my side tend the 
flocks and the camels ? It would be more agreeable 
to my heart than all this intrepidity and ,lK>ldness, 
which every day expose your life to perils aad 
dangers. Antar smiled at her sayings ; O mothier, 
he replied, thou shalt see in thy son Antar what shall 
be registered and recorded. 

Antar gave awaj Id his father and his uncles all 
the plunder he had obtained ; though this was not 
fais own idea, but at the instigation of Prince Ma- 
lik. This Prince, when they were all established 
in their tents, related to his father and his brothers 
dl he had seen Antar perform, and his undaunted 
condi^Gt* The King pook great pleasure in what he 
told e£ Antar, and being very desirous of hearing 
all he said bolih in verse and prose, ordered Antar 
into fais presence, and as ^cxm as he arrived, he 
made obeisance, and prayed for a continuance of 
fall power and beneiScence. Zoheir and his sons 
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welcomed him, and the King made hun sit do 
by him, and supplied him witli wine ; and his Idi 
ness for him inereascd. Aboolfawaris, said 1 
I wish lo hear from yourself, the account of yt 
expedition, and what happened to you, with y< 
comrades, for my son Malik has related some 
your hardy deeds, and has repeated some of y( 
poetry ; but there is no reporter of words and a 
liketheactorliimself. Upon that, Antarcommenc 
and told them all that occurred with Ghegadh a 
his comrades, how he happened to associate w 
them, and how he agreed to their proposal of gr 
ing him half of id] they should gain, and how th( 
mshed to kill him ibr buying the horse Abjt 
and how they gave up their design on hearing Y 
verses and discourse. Will you, said King Zoha 
let us hear the verses yon made on your misti 
Ibia, when you came nigh Ikhdc ? 

" When llie breezea blow from Mount Saad 
" ihrar freshness cools the fire of my love and mjf 
" transport." And he continued the repetition, 
be came to this part, " She is elegantly formed, 
" and the soft magic of her eyes would arrest diB 
" bones of a corpse from entering the tomb." 

When Antar had finished, the King's astoniab- 
meat and deUghC were unbounded at his eloquence 
and he turned towards hb brother Asyed, and 
my brother, I wish you would pay attention 
Antar, and write down all he says, that we nt 




be reckoned amoogst the most doquent Arabs for 
poetry and pn^)riety (^ conduct. They continued to 
diink that wine, and the hours passed in mirth and 
pleasure. But wbei Shas saw that his iather became 
so exceedingly kind to Antar, his agony and dis- 
tress of mind ino'eased, and Snxa the excess of his 
indignation his heart was near bursting ; however 
he- resisted till Antar acfndentally left the tent for 
a while. When Shas being alone, turned round to 
his fatbei- ; indeed, my father, sud be, this black 
slave, this basebom, has brought judehble shame 
upon us, and it b all on account of his love of 
Ibla, the daughter of Malik ; and you also approve 
his conduct ; hut verily the whole tnbe will be 
shocked with his wickedness when they hear his 
verses. 

The King was exceedingly angry, and wrath ap- 
peased in bis countenance. My son, sud he, what 
8ay*8t thou ? Who is able to thwart the decrees of 
Providence? Ferfaaps God has resolved to testify 
in him his divine lavours ! And know, my son, the 
most igncrant of men is an envious man. Now 
Antar just then entered, and as he had overiieafd 
all tfacir conversation, he thus spoke : — 

" This flame is for Ibla, O my friend, her lustre 
" illumines the darkest night She blazes — her 
" {ana is in my heart, and the fire of love is in my 
" soul. Her gently waving form has kindled it 
** like the branches whose motion, refreshes the 
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" bi-eeze. Her breath dift'uses a lively odour, aaA 
" in her perfumes I pass the night in fnracUEe. 
*' She is a niMd whose breath is sweeter than 
" honey, whenever she sips the juice of the grape. 
" When I taste a. coolness from her lips, she leaves 
" in ray mouth a hot burning flame. The moon' 
" has stolen her charms, and the antelope has bor- 
" rowed the magic of her eyes. O grant me thy 
" embrace, light of my eyes, and save me from 
" thy absence, and mine own griefs. Be just, if thou 
" wishest, or persecute me ; for in thee is my para- 
" disc, and in thee is my hell. No happiness is 
" there for me in my troubles, but my lord, who is 
" called the generous Zoheir. Wherever he goes, 
" death anticipates him i and he destroys his foes be- 
■' tore he meets them. Let them not abuse him if he 
" aid a sohtary creature, who spends the hve-kmg 
" night without sleep, and in tears. He is my sup- 
" port and stay against those who, when they sec my 
" exaltation, would trouble me the more. He 
" King to whose name Princes shall bow, and shall 
" pcnnt at him to pay their homage. He is the 
" asylum of all who refer to him to dissipate thrir 
" sorrows, as he relieves my griefs. May fortune 
" never deprive me of my King ! May he ever live 
" in the purest joy and felicity !" 

The King was so pleased with Antar, that he said, 
O Aboolfawaris, whatever I can give you for yoUr 
poetry will be an insufficient return ; even were t 



131 

lo give all I possess; for my property will pass away 
aa if it had never been, but thy praises will endute 
for ever. So he presented him two virgin slaves, 
beautiful as moons, and two rows of large jewels, 
and some perfumes, saying, Aboolfawaris, you have 
often mentioned me in your poetry ; it would be 
disgraceful in me to let you go away from me unre- 
warded, so calm thy heart and cheer thine eye ; for 
by the faith of an Arab, I will not be separated 
from you until you obtain every thing you wish, 
and accomplish all your desires. Did you belong to 
me, I would admit you to my rank and connections, 
in spite of the blame the Arabs might heap 
on me. 

Shas could not endure this, and rose up and 
quitted the place, but Antar rem^ed drinking with 
the King till the evening, when he arose, and MS" 
hand was in the hand of Prince Malik ; and they all 
departed from the tents, and went their way each to 
his own dwelling. Antar did not stop till he reached 
the habitations of the family of Carad, where he 
perceived a very strong hght ; he understood it not, 
but he went towards it and entered his mother's 
tent, and asked what was the reason of this light at 
such an hour. Know, my son, s^d she, the men of 
the camp are absent ; they are gone with your master 
Shedad, and with him are also ten horsemen after 
the cattle, in order that they may release them from 
some Arabs ; and the women are watching to this 
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hour in the expectation of seeing you, that you may 
relate to them all that has happened to you in your 
eiq)editions : and Ibla the daughter of Malik is more 
delighted than any of them. 

When Antar heard the words of his mother, he 
joyed in his heart, and a smile lighted up his coun- 
tenance. So he immediately arose and sought the 
dwellings of his uncles, and entered the womens^ 
apartments. As soon as they saw him they arose 
and received him, and saluted him. Semeeah kissed 
him. O Antar, said she, you have been with the 
Eang from the beginning of the day, and we are 
sitting up on your account. O my mistress, said 
Antar, I knew nothing of it, but had I known it, I 
would not have tarried, had my legs been even tied 
and fettered ; and he thus addressed them : 
*'*^^ Darkness hovers over, and my tears stream down 
" in copious torrents. I conceal my love and com- 
" plain to no one. I pass the night, regarding the 
" stai's of night in my distraction, and the tears rush 
*^ violently from my eyes ^e a hail stonok Ask 
^ the night of me, and it will tell Aee that I am 
" indeed the ally of sorrow and angui^. I live 
" desolate, there is no ©ne like me ; a lover withont 
^^ fiiaids or a companion ! I am the friend of aor* 
" row and desire. I am o'a*whelmed by them, and 
^^ I am worn out wit^i patience and triab in my 
^ grief. I complmn to God of my afflictions and my 
^^ love; and to no one else dol complain.^ 
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Ibla heard these verses, and perceived his tears and 
distress and his sorrow ; she pitied him ; and as she 
i^marked the violence of his tears, they interceded 
greatly for him, for she loved Mm for his conrage and 
his eloquence ; and as she noticed him with the 'flat- 
tering soodiing expressions,— -Where, said she, is my 
share of the pkmder; or am I now o( no consequence 
or value to thee ? At these words the sight of her 
beauty and loveliness overpowered him. O my mis- 
tress, cried he, by the light of thine eyes and the blade 
of thine eyebrows, to me die most sacred of oaths, 
thy slave Antar has obtained of plunder neither a 
small nor a large portion, but the whole I have 
given to thy father and thy unclds. So he presented 
her the two slave ^ils and the two strings of jewels 
that Kiog Zc^ir had given him ; and he added — 
the perfumes tiicm hast no occasion for ; thy briiih 
is more delicious and more heavenly ; thy perfnme 
is sweeter and more luscious. So he divided the 
perfumes between tike wives c^ his father and his 
uncles. And to his questions about his father and 
his uncles, whither they were gone P 

^^ Know, Antar, said Seraeeah, that your master told 
us tiiat there h a iiorseman of Yemen, called Eais, 
the ton of Dibgan, «id he is a horseman of the land 
of Yemen, and under bis eubjection are the lands 
of Senaa and Aden ; he has si this time invaded the 
land of Hejae with fort^ hc^-semen: he is now on his 
return, and with him an immense plunder, and he is 



seeking his own country. Sliedad enquired of the 
peasants who gave him this information, where Kais 
was to rest this night and sleep : they told him at 
the lakeof Jaree, in the country of Doom. ThensMd 
Shedad, by the tmth of an Arab, I will go aganst 
him in ihc dark, and will attack him and take his 
plunder from him, and will reduce him to sliame and 
disgrace ; and if there should be a thousand horse- 
men, I will not permit the tribe of Cahtan to escape 
with plunder taken from the land of Abs and 
Adnon. He accordingly mounted, and took with 
him ten horsemen, and he set out to follow their 
track," 

When Antar heard this, he got up without delay, 
and kissing the mother of Ibla, and also Ibla be- 
tween the eyes — this is the kiss of farewell, saidhe, 
forJknownot when we shall meet again: and having 
eased his heart by gazing upon her, he returned to 
his mother, and put on his armour and his cuirass : 
he mounted his horse, and taking Shiboob with 
him, he departed in quest of his father and his 
uncles. And when they had advanced some way, 
said Shiboob to him — O my brother, a female 
slave of my master Shedad said to me — " Tell your 
brother Antar to be on his guard against his father 
Shedad and his uncles, for they have resolved on 
putting him to death. This Ibla heard from her 
brother Amroo and her father Malik, and told Se- . 
meeah, and directed her to warn you of it : now I 
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' have told you be on your guard." Hun on, father 
of the winds ! was Antar's reply. He urged for- 
ward Abjer and they went on for some time till it 
became very hot, when a horseman met them 
coming from the centre of the plmn. Antar marked 
hini, and behold he was one of the men that had 
accompanied Shedad, and he was covered with 
wounds. When they came nearer tu him, said 
Antar, Where is the plunder ? Aboolfawaris, 
he replied, I have got these wounds which you 
see in my body on account of it, for truly we sallied 
out with your master Shedad at night-fall, that we 
might overtake Eiu?, the son of Dibgan, and when 
we came up with him, we saw him carefidly 
guarding his spoil. As soon as he perceived us 
he started up, he shouted out and assaulted us with 
the vehemence of a lion ; first he speared me, then 
.after me your father Shedad ; I have returned to 
seek you and bring you; so if you wish to overtake 
thein, make haste, and if you rescue tliem 'twill be 
noble of you, 

By the faith of an Arab, excliumed Antar, never 
will I return till I have destroyed the whole party 
with my aword, and have liberated my father and 
.my uncles; and I will not return but with the 
whole plunder before me ; so away home, and I will 
revenge you. Aboolfawaris, he replied, I am not 
able to retain my seat on the back of my horse, So 
Antar ordered Shiboob to place him by the side of 




a poolot' vater. Shiboob arnie to Iiim snd placecE 
him by the side of the lake, and tied up his horse, 
where they quitted him, and proceeded over the 
plains and deserts until the day closed, when th^ 
came up with Kais and his prisoners that 
marching before him, Kais following them with }at: 
comrades. As soon as Aniar saw his father and his 
uncles tied across their horses, he indeed knew not 
then the heavens from the earth, and he gave a 
shout that made the mountains tremble. " Yi 
Ignoble dastards ! Quit your plunder. Come oh 
Slaughter is the word !" 

No sooner heard Kais the shout of Antar, than 
he was alarmed and confounded ; he pricked on his 
horse, and turned round upon Antar ; but Antar 
cried out to him — Son of Dibgan, who hast urged 
thee against the warriors of Abs and Adnan, whom 
none shall attack but the eagles shall devour, his 
flesh ? Thou vilest of Negroes, cried Kais, thou 
shalt soon see that I am a man not to be wearied 
the contest of spears ; and as he fell on Antar like the 
fall of fate and destiny, he thus burst forth — 

" I am renowned in every nation for the thrust 
" of the spear and the blow of the sword. I am the 
" destroyer of horsemen with the lance, when the 
" spears are interwoven under the dust. How 
" many contests have I waged on the day of battl^ 
" whose terrors would turn grey the head of 
'• mfants ! Long ago have I drunk the blood of 
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horsemen, with whidti they fed me before I was 

weaned. This day will I prove my words when 
^^ the blood streams from my sword. This foul 
" wretch I will slay with the edge of my sword, that 

cleaves through the flesh before the bones. His 

dwellings shall this eve be found waste and deso- 
*^ late, and I will not swerve from my word: his body 
^^ shall lie on the deserts, cut down, and his face 
" thou may^st see grovelling in the dust" 

As soon as Antar heard this speech of Kais, 
son of DibgEin, Silence, said he, may thy mother 
bewail thee ! and thus he replied to him. 

'* Verily, thy sprit has urged thee to abuse me, 
<^ and thou hast spoken the words of a vile dastard : 
" thou art ignorant of my exploits in every battle, 
" from the land df Irak to the sacred shrine : thou 
^^ shalt have no time to reply, no justice but the 
^^ sword ; fcxr ignorance among mankind is a trait 
*^ that ccmducts the ignorant to their death. This 
^^ is the scene of conflict, and in it doubtless will be' 

proved the skill of the coward and the base-bom. 

Let him repent who has only shewn his vanity, 
^^ and let him prefer flight to resistance. I am Antar, 
^^ and my name is far spread for the thrust of my 
" spear and the blow of my sword.*' 

When Antar had finished, equally impetuous was 
his assault : he drew forth his scimitar, and struck 
him between the eyes, and split his helmet and wad- 
ding, and his sword worked down to his thighjs, 
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down even to the back of the horse ; and he cried 
out — Thou wretch, I will not be controuled — I am 
still the lover of Ibla. Tl)us Kais and his horse ft 
down, cut into four pieces i 

When Shedad and Malik and his son Amra 
saw what Antar had done, ihey trembled i 
were afraid, and from thai day a dread of Antai 
filled their hearts. But Antar rushed ai 
remainder like a devouring lion. When the t 
of Dibgan perceived the force of Anlar's blows, a 
how he overthrew their chief, and split him and hi 
horse into four pieces, they wheeled about thej 
horses and fled, Antar pursued them, and haviit 
slain twenty of their men, returned. 1 
even as a lion in his wrath ; — he took possesion o 
the plunder; he released his father, his uncles, t 
the other horsemen, and thoy all rejoiced 1 
delivery, except Malik and Amroo his son, who saH 
— Oh! thai we had fallen by the sword, ratht 
than be rescued by Antar, the slave of Shedad,' 
But they concealed their anguish, and appeared t( 
be stout of heart, and thankful to Antar, though, b 
fact, their galls burst with spite. They drove for- 
ward the plunder, and returned seeking their 
country, whilst Antar embraced his father aai 
uncles, and thus spoke. 

" As I approach my friends, my transports in* 
"crease, and on their account my cheeks axv 
" bedewed with tears. This day I march towi 
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I am surrounded by the chiefs of my 
" tribe. I have sl^n the son of Dibgan, a lion in 
" battle, and with my Indian sciniitar I have cured 
" my pains. I have engaged to cleanse their hearts 
" from sorrow. I have rescued my tribe, and that 
*' is my dearest reward. My companion, whenever 
" I march by night, is my sword and my spear; and 
" the Diemons of the earth dread my vebemence. 
" Ibla, how many horsemen have I raised up on 
*' my double-edged cleaving scimitar in my strength ! 
" O Ibla, how many horsemen, in the midst of the 
"war throng, as soon as I come, fling away their 
" arms in tear of me ! Ask every hon hero of my 
■" exploits ; they will tell thee every lion is terrified 
" at my violence. My tribe abuse me that I am 
" black ; but my deeds in battle are fairer than the 
" dawn. If I wish, I will seize whole countries 
" and subjugate them, and all the princes of the 
" earth are within my grasp." 

Thus they travelled on till they came to the pool 

near which Shiboob left the wounded man, and they 

perceived tliat he was dead ; they were exceedingly 

vexed. Verily, said Shedad, we have lost horsemen 

' more valuable than the plunder ! 

I Now that plain was very extensive, and as even- 

I ing was advancing, they halted till midnight, and 

then departed, seeking their own country, where 

*hey arrived in the morning : and they met King 

Zoheir at the lake of Zatool-irsad, and with him 
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were his sons, and Rebia son of Zeead. As soon as 
they saw the King, they hastened to him, and salu- 
ting him, laid the plunder before him, and tdLd him 
what Antar had done, how he had joined them, and 
liberated them frcnn misery and destruction, and had 
slain Kais, and dispersed part of the tribe of Cah- 
tan. Confer this great obligation then, on thy son, 
he so longs for, said Zoheir to Shedad, that you may 
be rewarded by his great actions, and be ^moUed 
by his sword to after generations. 

Rebia, Shas, and Malik, Ibla^s father, and his son 
Amroo, were greatly enraged at this; but Prince 
"Malik, the friend of Antar, rejoiced. 

He then divided the spoil in equal portions) but 
out of respect for Antar would not take evexk a 
halter. And Antar immediately presented the 
whole of it to his father and his uncles ; and all the 
tribe of Abs were astonished at his noble c(»MhiCt 
and filial love. Zoheir sacrificed camels and sheep^ 
and ordered a feast to be prepared, and as they ate 
and drank, King Zoheir turned towards Antar and 
said, recite, Aboolfawaris, some of thy verses ; 90A 
he thus complied. 

" May fortune bring thee every wish of thy heart, 
** live in peace, for every result will secure thy 
" comfort ! This is the lake whose residence thou 
** hast sweetened ; and were it not for thee, its 
^^ rain fraught with exhalations would not fall upon 
^^ us. 'Thou art present, and all its herbs are 
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^^ green or yellow, and all their wonders and charms 
^^ are expanded before us. The breeze of musk 
^^ wafts the essenoe of its flowers, and it smiles from 
^^ east to west. O then, let us do it ample justice 
" with wine ; let us mix it till its banks overflow. 
^^ Let us drink with thee out of cups of joy, and 
^' let us bold up thy trsun, thou lord of honor ! 
Thy countenance is decked in smiles, laughter 
lives in thy teeth, and there is a sword whose 
'' blows draw the blood of thy foes. O do not 
" then reproach me if I we^ for Hima, when I 
^^ call to mind the friends that dwell there, and its 
" neighbours. In my heart is an ever burning 
^^ flame, but I am ever in alarm about these dear 
<* warriors and these tents. Over the extent of the 
^< waste are marvellously rich canities, and the 
^^ whole is ornamented with fine curtains of Grecian 
** velvet, painted with every surprising form, that I 
^^ am amazed at their starry brilliancy. My heart 
" was in agony the day they quitted Hima, but it 
^' soon returned to hail its royal master. Should it 
"^ be said amongst the people*— Who is the most 
^' determined hero ? What youth is ennobled high 
" o'er the rest ? We will say it is Zoheir, illustrious 
** in his birth, towering above all men, who can 
*' never attain his eminenoai. His exploits avert 
*' from us the obscurity o£ night, and all is 
*' luminous, so that his star is one mass of on3rx. 
** May he ever succeed in every enterprize ; may 
*' death ever march wherever his armies march." 



^^■M 



142 

These verses delighted the King. May GoJ 
never renounce thy mouth, or man do thee harm, 
swd he. Ky the faith of an Arab, thou art one d 
the wonders of tlie world ; and he continued I 
praise and thank him ; whcnlo! a gi-eat dust arose, 
and there appeared a hundred horsemen, all clothed 
in steel, headed by a Enight like a lolly dats 
tree on an elephant, on his head was a turban o 
Kufian cloth, and over him a painted mantle 
Grecian fabric ; beneath him was an Arabian steed J 
they came down towards the lake, and when thej 
reached it, the formoat rank stopped short, s 
their leader dismounted, and presented hims^ 
before King Zoheir, bowing before him. His teaK 
began to flow, and with a heart rent with angi 
he thus addressed him. 

" O thou, the defender and protector, be i 
" defence and support against mine enemies. Tbot 
" art the defender of orphans, and thy benefict 
" heals the wounded spirit. Fortune has ove* 
" whelmed me, my bosom bursts, and my soul il 
" full of grief A perfidious minded oppressor hM 
" overpowered us with his strength, and bat 
" violated our virgins. Wherever he goes, deaA 
" precedes him, so he destroys his foes before b 
" presents himself. Protect us from his violenei 
" before all our women are dragged prisoners by* 
" their hMr." 
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CHAPTER IV* 

1 HE suppliant had not finished his intreaties, er6 
Prince Malik sprung towards him, and throwing his 
arms round his neck, O my brother, said he, may 
Grod never permit thy eyes to weep ! What is it 
that has called forth thy grief ? Now this suppliant 
was Prince Malik's foster-brother, and his name was 
Hassan the Mazinite. The King had taken the 
mother of this youth a prisoner from the tribe of 
Mazin ; he was an infant at her breast, and as his 
father was slain in the affair. King Zoheir carried 
her away, and as Temadhur had just then brought 
forth Prince Malik, 3he consigned her child to 
her, desiring her to suckle the infant with her own 
child. So she remained with her a long time, and 
suckled and weaned her son and Prince Malik 
together, till her sister, who had heard of her, came 
to her and pressed her exceedingly to return home. 
She asked permission of Temadhur, who granted 
it, and gave her and her sister many very valuable 
presents. She then departs! with her sister for her 
native land, and employed herself in educating her 
son Hassan, until he •g];ew up and his limbs 
strengthened, for in him was the essence of the 
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noble tribe of Mazin. And be became a blazing 
flame, and a fiery thunderbolt, and the tiibe of 
Mazin loved him for his courage, and they made 
him the protector of their land. 

And Hassan's sudden arrival at Eang Zohdr^s 
tent was occasioned by the following circumstance, 
Hassan had a maternal uncle, whose name was 
Nedjem the Mazinite, and he had a daughter per- 
fectly beautiful and lovely, and.her form was symme- 
try itself. Hassan was in love with her, but he was 
never able to address her, till a man of the name of 
Awef the son of Alkem, of the tribe of Ter)em, pre- 
sented himself one day to his uncle. He was also a 
renowned horseman, and a valiant hero, rich in 
property and cattle. And when he came, his uncle 
invited him to a feast, and sleVr camels and sheep^ 
and poured out wine for him ; and when the liquor 
began to play about the head of Awef, be threw 
himself at his feet, and demanded his daughter, and 
won him by his wealth and riches. Hassan was 
present, and when he perceived that if he remained 
silent, his cousin would be betrothed to another, hq 
started up and eagerly exclaimed : O my uncle, do 
not marry thy daughter to this man, for I am to be 
preferred to him on account of my rank and consi- 
deration : never will !|^permit the daughter of my 
uncle to quit her tent for a stranger^ were my limbs to 
be torn asunder f Ignoble wretch, cried Awef, canst 
thou presume to address, where I have already put 
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in a daim P for thou art numbered amongst the 
herd of orphans.* 

Wert thou not in mine uncle's tent, replied 
Hassan, I would soon tear off thy head, and silence 
thy existence. And if thou wouldst boast of thy 
wealth, know, that all the property of the Arabs is 
mine, and in the grasp of my hand ; and if thou 
wouldst domineer over me with thy courage, come, 
let us to the field J that I may make an example of 
thee amongst the horsemen. 

At these words the light became dark in the eyes 
of Awef ; he instantly sprang on his horse^s back, and 
Hassan did the same ; and they both rushed to the 
pUdn, and dashed at each other, and the earth 
quivered under the feet of their horses, and all the 
tribe of M azin sallied out in order to see what might 
be the result of the battle and contention Naeema, 
the daughter of Nedjim, was there with many other 
women. And when Hassan observed his cousin, 
and that she was viewing the engagement, he 
instantly seized his antagonist and grappled him, 
and pressing him hard, stopped all means of escape ; 
then catching hold of the rings of his coat of mail, 
he made him his prisoner, dashed him on the 
ground, and almost smashed him to atoms. He 
instantly dismounted to cutpff his head ; but his 

* Young orphans did not inherit at the death of their fathers ; all 
property belonged to the tribe ; as they had not laboured, they had 
not merited. 

L 



uncle sprang towards hitii, saying, O my so 
him go, accept of my intercession, for be has 
of my meat and been under my protecdon, 
Hassan admitted his uncle's interference, and par- 
doned him. Awef quilted the tribe of Mazin, far 
shame and mortification overwhelmed him ; and Uw 
event was spread among the Arab tribes, and evay 
one stood in awe of Hassan. 

About that time a female slave came to 
Your uncle, said she, has been just sayii^ to hia 
wife, Verily Hassan is a valiant and a brave fellow, 
but h« has not wherewithal lokeep up an establish- 
ment, and I fear, should I give him my daughter, 
she will be reduced to penury and difficulties wilh 
him. An soon as Hassan heard this, he assembled 
all the men in whom he could confide, and took 
them away, and he went in search of plunder tran 
some of the Arab hordes. 

Now, among the Arab tribes of Cahtan, there 
was a King whose name was Oosak, and he was 
of the thousand warriors of that period of ignorance^ 
who could engage a thousand heroes at once. He 
bad at his command an intrepid army ; but a famine 
having wasted his lands, he departed with liis tnxips 
and his armies, and attacked the land of the tribe of 
Mazin, amongst whom he settled. And it happeseil 
that as he rode out one day, and was amusing himself 
by the streams and the fountains, he rode on till 
he came to a pool of water, when it happened by. 



' &te and destiny, from which there is for man do 
retreat or escape, that in that day Naeema, the 
daughter of Hassan's uncle (who with her friends 
was gone to procure a dower for her) came also to 
the lake. Ousak, as he looked at her and the 
young ^rls employed tn their games and amuse- 
ments, distinguished Naeema, for her face was bril- 
liant like the moon when it is full ; and as she was 
smiling, with her teeth like rows of pearls, and as 
the weight of her haunches prevented her from 
standing up, Oosak was quite surprised, and his 
senses fmled him. But the women turning towards 
Ijim perceived Oosak looking at them, so ihey all 
surrounded Naeema, brother Arab, they ex- 
claimed, arc you not ashamed of this action, thus to 
come and stare at the daughters of warriors ? 

Oosak smiled and laughed at what they said, 
and called out to an old woman who was with than, 
and asked her about the damsel. Whose daughter 
is she ? Whether she was a virgin or a married 
woman ? This is Naeema, the daughter of Nedjim, 
said she, and is unmarried. When Oosak heard 
this, his love and passion increased. He staid quiet 
that night, but as soon as the day dawned, he sent 
to Nedjim to demand his daugliter in marriage. 
But Nedjcm refused him, saying — V<.-ri]y, I have 
but one daughter, and have affianced her to my ne- 
phew Hassan, who is now on an expedition, seeking 
a dower for her. I cannot therefore dispose of her, 
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for he is a horseman that would not put up with 
such an affront, and also a man of a harsh dispodtion. 
The messenger reported this to Oosak. who swore 
in his wrath that he would not take her but as a 
captive, and that he would pour down death and 
destruction on the whole tribe of Mazin. 

About that time arrived Hassan, bringing with 
him immense wealth ; and as soon as he approached 
the dwelling, he gave his uncle the marriage pre- 
sent for his daughter. He also made a partition 
amongst the warriors of the tribe, and put aside five 
hundred camels for the marriage feast, and be- 
sought his uncle to have the ceremony performed. 
His uncle then informed him what Oosak had done, 
how he had demanded his daughter, and how 
he had refused him. On hearing this the light 
became dark in the eyes of Hassan. If Oosak dares 
to molest me, said he, I will tear out his lips 
and crush him to pieces, and I will drive him out of 
our land, even against his will. I will repair to 
King Zoheir, and will relate the affair to him, and 
then will I come upon him with the warriors of 
the tribes of Abs and Adnan, who heed not even 
Chosroe Nushirvan. 

Thus Hassan calmed the mind of his uncle, and 
they made ready the marriage ceremony, and sacri- 
ficed the camels and the sheep, and poured out the 
wine ; and seven days they continued in mirth and 
jollity ; but on the eighth day, as they were adorning 
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the' bride with jewels and robes, and were about to 
wed her to Hassan, intelligence reached them that 
Oosak had resolved to make all the women his 
slaves, plunder their property, and slay the men. 

On hearing this, Hassan stood in front of his 
party, as they were consulting what was to be done. 
Hassan, said they, we are not able to contend 
with Oosak, for he has assembled all the tribe 
of Cahtan, and there comes witfi him the tribe of 
Zerker, and the tribe of Anka ; and he has sent to 
Masood, the son of Moosad the Kelbian, and with 
him als& is Awef, whom you made prisoner, and 
whose hair yoil cut off; and we have not that con- 
fidence in ourselves to suppose that our means can 
resist such accumulated forces. Upon this Hassan 
went to his uncle. Uncle, said he, have patience 
with me for ten days, and I will shew you what I 
will do with those haughty boasters. 

So he took with him an hundred horsemen, and 
went his way till he reached the lake of Zatool Irsad, 
and on seeing King Zoheir, he told him what we 
have now related as the cause of his coming. Antar 
was present and heard all that had happened to 
Hassan, and being much interested about him, he 
instantly arose and kissing the King's hand — O my 
lord, he cried, let me be deputed by you for 
this service ; let me go with Hassan, and I will de- 
stroy his enemy^ Go, my son, cried Zoheir to 
Malik,— go to the assistance of your brother, ^d 
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Uke mth you whomever you please of our waniarst 
and Antar among the rest, and return not till yoa 
have blotted out every vestige of Oosak, 

The King then ordered the dinner to be prepared 
for Hassan and his companions, whilst Malik was 
employed in gettii^ ready for the expedition, 
and chose from the tribe a. thousand experienced 
warriors ; and in three days Hassan and his asso- 
ciates all mounted their horses with Prince Malik, 
and Antar the impetuous horseman, and Shiboob as 
his attendant ; and Hassan was the happiest of men 
in the assistance of the tribe of Aba. Thus ihey 
marched on, clad in steel, and their bright cuirasses 
sparkled on their bodies. And as they rode, s^d 
Malik to Antar — Q Aboolfawaris, recite to us some 
of thy verses. Willingly, my Lord, he replied ; and 
thus spoke : — 

" I lust after the blows of the cleaving scimitars, 
" and I idolize the thrusts of the well made spears^ 
" I long for the cups of death, when they arc pur^ 
" and they tarcle round the heads of the illustrious 
" brave. It is the blow and the thrust when the 
" horses stumble among the death-bearing lances, 
" and the Brmies are in confusion, that please me 
" under the shades of the dust, like the wings rf 
" darkness, as the coursers storm over the earth, 
" the barbs of the lances plunge into obscurity, and 
* start from it Uke the sparkling stars. FaulchioDS, 
*' gleam in it in every direction, like the Sadies of 
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" lightning m the darkness of night. by thy life, 
■' honour and glory, and eminence, and the accom- 
" plishmenl of hopes, and exallalion of fame are tix 
" him who rushes into the combai magnanimously, 
*' where alone in the height of glory are the highest 
" honours. Let him thrust among the warriors and 
" the chiefs with a heart unmoved in the fall of sword 
" blows. Let him brandish furiously his sabre and 
" spear in the boldness of his spirit, undaunted 
" at calamities. Let him do justice to the lance of 
*' Cahtan in the contest, and let him stretch forth 
" proudly his shoulders with the edge of the sci- 
" mitar. Otherwise, let him lead a cunlemptible 
" life in ignominy, and when he dies, his friends 
■r him. The beauteous virgins 
1 anguish for any but the 
1 the hour of triaL I am the 
1 the field of battle, and I am 
" the eager knight amongst my relations. I am 
" the assaulting lion, and the hero who defends thdr 
" dwellings and habitations." 

O Aboolfawaris, said Hassan, verily you surpass 
all the horsemen of the age in eloquence and cou- 
rage, and generosity and nobleness of mind. You 
are in truth the jewel of the times. Antar thanked 
him, and they travelled on for three days, and on 
the fourth day (for the Lord of Heaven had decreed 
ihe glory of Antar, and that no one should exceed 
hint in progpcrity) Antar happening to stray a 
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little out of the way, descended into a deep 
valley: and lo.' there were two horsemen «i{ 
in desperate combat. Anlar urged on liis steed, 
and coming up lo lliem, Stop, ye Arabs, he cried, 
and tell me ihe cause of your quarrel. At the 
slant one of tlxm stepped aside, and came up to 
Antar. Noble horseman of the desert and the town, 
Bsad he, I refer mvself to you, for you are able to 
protect me. I will take your part, said Antar, 
will protect you, I pledge myself to you ; but i 
quaint me with your story, and what has rendered 
necessary ibis combat between you. 

Know then, noblest knight of the age, said the 
youth, that I and ibis horseman are brothers, of the 
same father and tlie Fame mother ; he is the eldest, 
and I am the yoimgest ; and our father was one of 
the Arab chieflAins, and he was called Amruo, the 
Hon of Harith, the sod of Teba, and Teba wm 
ancestor ; and one day as he was sitting down, hiff 
flocks strayed away, and one of his camels was lost, 
and as he was very partial to it, be questioned some 
of the herdsmen about it. One of them s^d, 
Know, my Lord, yesterday tliis camel strayed Svray 
from ths pasture ^ I followed bthind it, and it still 
continued to run away, and I after it, till I became 
tired, and perceiving that it lagged behind, I 
stretched out my hand and took up a stone, black, 
in appearance, like a liatd rock, brilliant and spai^- 
hng. I struck the camel with it, and it hit the 
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camel on the right side and issued out on the left, 
and the camel fell to the ground dead. On coming 
up to it I found the stone by its side, and the camel 
was weltering in its blood." 

On hearing this, my ancestor mounted his horse, 
and taking the peasant with I^im, went to find out 
the pasture. They passed on till they came to the 
camel, which they found dead, and the stone lying 
near it. My ancestor took it in his hand, and con- 
sidered it very attentively, and he knew it was a 
thunderbolt; so he carried it away and returned 
home. He gave it to a blacksmith, and ordered 
him to make a sword of it. He obeyed, and took 
it and went his way; and in three days he re- 
turned to my ancestor with a sword two cubits long 
and two spans wide. My ancestor received it, and 
was greatly pleased when he saw it, and turned to- 
wards the blacksmith and said. What name have you 
^ven it ? So the blacksmith repeated this distich : 
" The sword is sharp, O son of the tribe of Ghalib, 
" sharp indeed, but where is the striker for the 
" sword ?" And my ancestor waved the sword with 
his hand, and said, As to the smiter, I am the smi- 
ter ; and struck o£P the head of the blacksmfth, and 
separated it from his body. He then cased it with 
gold, and called itDhami, on account of its sharpness. 
He laid it by amongst his treasures, and when he died 
it came in succession to my father, with the rest of 
the arms, and when my father perceived his death 



was at hand, he called me to him privately. O my 
son, said he, I know your brother is of a tyramucal 
obstinate disposition, one that likes violence and 
hates justice, and I am aware that at my death he 
will usuip my property. What measures shall I 
lake? said I. He answered, take this sword and 
conceal it, and let no one know any thing about it j 
and when you see that he takes forcible possessoa 
of aJl my property, cattle and wealth, do you be 
content, my son, with this sword, for it will be of 
great benefit to you, for if you present it to Nu- 
shirvan. King of Peraa, he will exalt you with his 
liberality and favours, and if you present it to the 
Emperor of Europe, he will enrich you with gold 
and silver. 

When I heard these words, I consented to what In 
demanded, and took it out, in the darkness of the 
night, and having buried it in this place, I returned 
to my father and stayed with him till he died. We 
buried him, and returned home ; but my brother 
took possession of alt my father had, and gave me 
nothing, not a rope's end; and when he searched fcr 
the arms, and saw not the Dhami, he asked me for it. 
I denied knowing any thing about it ; he gave me 
the he, and abused me most violendy ; at last I 
confessed, and told him I had buiied it in suck 
a spot ; so he came with me liither,and searched for 
it, but could not find it. Again he asked me where 
I had buiied it ; and when he saw me roaming about 
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from place to place, he rushed upon iir', and cried 
outj saying — Vile wretch ! you know where the 
sword is, and act thus to deceive me. He attacked 
me, and sought to slay me. I defended myself until 
you arrived, and now I demand your protection. 

When Antar heard this, his heart pitied him ; 
he left the youth, and turning to his brother, 
said, Why do you tyrannize over yonr brother ? 
and do not divide with him the property your 
father left ? Base slave, cried he, highly incensed, 
look to yourself, and interfere not so arrogantly ; 
and he turned upon Antar, thinking him a common 
man ; but Antar gave him no time to wheel, or 
direct his reins, ere he pierced him through the chest 
with his spear, and thrust it ten spans tlirough his 
hack, and threw him down dead. And now, young 
man, saiJ he, to the other, return to your family, 
and assume the rank of your father, and should any 
fflie molest you, send and inform me ; I will come 
and tear his life out of his sides. The youth thanked 
him and expressed his gratitude. Now my brother 
is no more, said he, I have no other enemy : and he 
departed home. But Antar fixed his spear in the 
ground, and dismounted from Abjer, and sat down 
. to rest himself; and as he was moving the sand 
with his fingers, he touched a stone ; on removing 
what was about it, behold ! the sword the youth 
had been seeking. He still cleared away, and drew 
it forth, and seized hold of it, and it wss a sword 
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two cubits in length, and two spans wide, of the 
metal of Amalec, hke a thunderboU. And Antar 
was convinced of his good fortune, and that every- 
thing began and endiii in the must high God. 

Ant^r mounted and pursued his comrades a 
Prince Malik, bearing the swor<! in his hand. He 
shewed it to Malik, and told hint all about the youUl 
and his brother, and the sword ; of his having buried 
it, and all that passed between them; and Malik 
was greatly astonished, saying. This is a gift i 
you by the Lord of Heaven. 

They marehed forward, passing over the wildl 
and the deserts that day and night ; and the i 
day at dawn, behold there was great dust, and whan 
dispersed, five himdred horsemen appeared aft 
clothed in steel. Go and leam for 
Antar to Shibooh, what means this dust, and what 
news there is beneath it. Shiboob quitted thetBj 
and returned as quick as a bird on the wing, O sc 
of iny mother, cried he, these are your cnemiei 
the army of Gheidac. But the circumstance t 
occasioned the approach of this horseman was thiR 
it happened that Oosak had demanded assistaniM 
of Gheidac, in his meditated attack on die tribe a 
Mazin. 

Now there was blood revenge between Ghedda 
and Antar, because Antar had killed his fatho; 
and be had been brought up an orphan, but w^eii 
he grew up he became a valiant horseman, i 
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destroyed his opponents; and he was a blazing 
thunderbolt, and overthrew knights and slew war- 
riors. And when his name was spread abroad 
among the tribes, they gave him supreme command, 
and he sat in the place of his father. He became 
proud, and behaved haughtily to his people. 

Now there was a man in the tribe called Codhjiah, 
and he hated Gheidac. O Gheidac, said he one 
day, thou art a marked man ; it does not become 
thee to behave so haughtily towards the horse- 
men, when thou hast jiot yet revenged the mur- 
der of thy father: how canst thou presume to 
boast over the brave and the valiant ? And Gheidac 
said, Who is the stout king on whom I am to be 
avenged ? Thy revenge is on Antar, son of Shedad, 
said he. Then the hght became darkness in his 
eyes, and he cried out to the* horsemen of his tribe, 
and he ordered them to prepare for an expedition 
to attack the tribe of Abs, and he swore he would 
slay Antar, and make him drink the cup of perdi- 
tion, and destroy the whole tribe of Abs and Adnan. 
The tribe assented to his directions, and took with 
them all their warlike instruments for the expedition. 

Just at that time arrived Oosak*s messenger to 
request Gheidac's assistance against the tribe of 
Mazin. So Gheidac gave up his former intention, 
and went with the messenger of Oosak to perform 
what he required of him, and he was marching on 
this object when he met Antar and the Absians, and 
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Anhir dispatched Shiboob, as we before stated 
Thb day, said Antar, I will unite Ghcidac to I 
father; I will curse his family and his rclatioos, 
soon as Gheidac saw the tribe of Abs, and Antar thtf 
destroyer of horsemen, his heart was oveijoyet^ 
and he cried out to his party — This is a gloriout 
mormng; today will I take my revenge, and v^ 
out my disgrace So he ast^ed the tribe of Abf 
and Adnan, and his pe<^le attacked in his rear lilie 
a cloud when it pours forth water and rains. Aai 
the Enight of Abs, Antar, assaulted them likewise, 
snxious to try his sword, the famous Dhami. Thc^ 
all rushed forward, and horsemen eucountered 
horsemen. Cowards fled, and the wcak^earted 
were disgraced; but the bold were firm in tie 
asEault, and the equals in courage met each otheris 
^e field. Theearth trembled under trampling of the 
horses, — the heavens were obscured with the clouda 
of dust, — the warriors were covered with wotind^ 
and the swords laboured in the cause of death; 
exertion was alive, and all jest was at an end. Thur 
they continued lighting till raid-day ; and the impe* 
tuosity of Antar was the impetuosity of a resolute 
hero, When Gheidac observed the deedsof Antar, 
the bold warrior, he roared like a hon in his dei^ 
and he rushed down upon the lion Antar, who met 
him, his heart undaunted in the midst of terrors, and 
occupied hira in the contest, and continually drew 
liim on, as a hon draws on weaker cubs, until bavijw 
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wearied liim, he shouted at him and struck him with 
horror; tlieo assailed, him so that stirrup grated 
stirrup ; and he struck him on the head with 
Dhami. He cleft his vizor imd wadding, and his 
sword played away between the eyes, passing 
through his shoulders down to the back of the 
horse, even to the ground : and he and his horse 
made four pieces ; and to the strictest observer, 
it would appear that ho had divided them with 
scales. 

Gheidac's companions beheld iheir chief, and that 
he was dead ; and they sBid one to anodier— Never 
did we see such a blow ; were not this slave endued 
vith the whole power of courage, he could not at 
one blow have thus destroyed our chief. So they 
took to flight and ran away, exclaiming — May God 
curse thy harlot mother ! how fierce is thy blow • 
how piercing is thy thrust ! 

Antar and the horsemen soon relumed from the 
pursuit, having filled the earth with the dead, and 
having collected the scattered horses, and all the 
booty and plunder from the plains and deserts ; as 
they prosecuted their journey towards the tribe of 
Mazia, Antar preceded the troops of warriors like 
a noble lion, and thus addressed them, 

" I am he that makes the warriors drink of the 
" cups of death with the sharp-bladed glittering 
*' Indian scimitar. I am the raiser of their dust, 
" and the atmosphere is thick and darkly turbid with 
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*' blows at which cowards arc humbled ant 
"rified. I am ihc death that never rushes into 
" the fiery dny of battle without a tongtie to 
" I have slain Glieidac, because he was oppressive 
"and insulted me, and soon will I send Oosak after 
" him. I charge right and left through tlieir hors&- 
" men, and dash through the midst of them. I cut 
" down to the ground tlie warriors in the fight, 
'■ whilst the horses stumble and slip over their 
'•heads. O Ibla, though they abuse me for my 
" blackness, yet the fairness of my expltnts shines 
" and flashes, O Ibla, the men of my tribe have 
" witnessed my spear-thrust and sword-blow rag- 
"ing among the sculls. I destroy the heroes 
" of war with my scimitar, and whole armies are 
"extirpated at the edge of my sword. How many 
"horsemen throw away their arms in terror of me, 
" when they behold me robed in black gore. My 
"ambition is rased above the Pleiades, and the 
" fortune of my star is suspended from heaven, 

They marched forward without delay, until they 
reached the tribe of Mazin, where they perceived 
the ghttering of spears, the glare of armour, the 
flash of swords, and warriors engaged roimd the 
tents whilst the women were earnestly encouraging 
them to the contest and battle. Who is it that 
fights with children and women ? and who is it that 
shrinks from his enemy and foes ? cried the heroes, 
■iVhen Antar saw and heard the cries of the 
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and the screams of the children from the crowd (for 
he was particularly solicitous in the cause of women), 
the light was darkened in his eyes, and he knew 
not the right from the left. Do you take your 
warriors towards the quarter of the women, cried he 
to Malik, and I will attack these horsemen who have 
taken their property, and have dispersed them in 
the plains and wilds. And he shouted forth in his 
well known voice when incensed — Ignoble dastards^ 
he roared, I am Antar, the son of Shedad ! He 
attacked, and at his assault the mountains tottered. 
He rushed down upon the enemy, and at once 
overpowered the warriors and destroyed the heroes, 
driving away the enemy out of their tents ; and at 
his second attack all the scene of action was ex- 
panded ; he shouted in front of the horses and forced 
them back upon their haunches ; and when the 
iQorsemen crowded about him, he snatched hold of 
one from the back of his horse, and grasping him 
by his feet, and whirUng him round as a sling, with 
him he struck down a second, and the two instantly 
fell dead. Thus the battle was raging among them, 
when Antar heard the voice of Prince Malik, crying 
out, son of Shedad, haste to my assistance.^ 

Now the Prince was engaged with the party of 
Moosad, the lord of the waters of Tracer ; he had 
dispersed them, and was about to repeat his attack, 
when Moosad came upon him roaring like a lion. 
He WAS an experienced horseman : he attacked Prince 

M 
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having driven them away out of that land, they re- 
turned to the scattered cattle and dispersed horses ; 
and as they all came back to the tents, the tribe of 
Mazin dismounted, and met Antar, and marched 
by the side of his stirrup, celebrating his victory 
and triumph till they reached their camp, where the 
women and the men came out, and the tribe of Abs 
were accommodated with the best, spots. Hassan 
was the happiest of them all with Antar and the 
Absians. He prepared feasts and festivals and en- 
tertunments, which lasted for seven days ; and on 
the eighth night Naeema was married to Hassan. 

Early the next morning all the Arabs went to 
their respective countries and homes, and the tribe 
of Abs also departed ; but all the tribe of Mazin, in 
order to take leave of them, accompanied them a 
whole day's journey, when Antar besought them to 
return home, and he and Malik pursued then* 
journey towards their own country, over wilds and 
plains. And when they were nigh. Prince Malik 
sent on a messenger to announce their approach. 
All the tribe of Abs were extremely anxious about 
that expedition, particularly ^ King Zoheir, with 
respect to Antar ; because his enemies, and those 
that envied him, exceeded his friends and well- 
wishers. 

Now Rebia the son of Zeead had a brother, 
whose name was AmariJi : he was one of the nobles, 
but a great coxcomb, was very particular in his 
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dress, fond of perfiimes, and always keeping 
company with the woinen and young girls. About 
that period, happening to hear much said about 
Ibla, and what Antar had reported of her, and 
repeat^ of her in his verses, a passion was kin- 
died in bi8 heart, and fiom hearsay, he conceived 
a violent love for her ; and as Poets term it, his 
ears feU in love hefore his eyes. Amarah sent for 
one of his l^male slaves, and said to her. Go to the 
habitations of the tribe of Carad, and obtain some 
account of lUa for me, and learn if what Antar 
says of her be true, or disbelieved /imongst the peo- 
ple, for if she has all the beauty and charms that 
are attributed to her, I shall demand her in mar* 
riage, and will be lawfully wedded to her. She 
promised to obey hiiA, and .departed. She came to 
the habitations of the tribe of Carad, and presented 
herself to Ibla, .pretonding to come on a visit; so 
Ibla gave her a kind reception. Thus the slave girl 
ascertained the pcant about Ibla, and found her a 
perfiect nnracle of beauty and loveliness. She re- 
mained about an hour, and returned to Amarah. 
Blessed be God, how great is his power, and how 
fair are his works, cried she, as she entered the 
tents, and in Amarah's hearing ; and he asked hej* 
what had occasioned her so much astonishment. O, 
said she, it is that damsel, whose equal exists not ; for 
the most high God has granted to her such beauty, 
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and such charms^ as he has never yet bestowed oft 
any one of the daughters of the greatest Kings. 

At this his heart fluttered, he was agitated, he 
instantly leaped up, and put on his best clothes, and 
perfumed himself all over, and let his hair float 
down his shoulders, and mounted a white-faced 
horse, and set out for the habitations of the tribe of 
Carad. He happened to meet Malik, Ibla^s finther, 
and his son Amroo, <m the road. Amarah saluted 
them, and said to Malik— Come along with me> 
my unde, for I have something particular to com- 
municate. If you have any business with me, 
replied Malik, you might have sent a servant to me, 
and I would have wjuted on you. What I want of 
you, said Amarah^ must be done personally between 
us. I wish to be nearly related to you, and am 
most anxious to he connected with you. I am 
a suitor with you, and am desirous of wedding 
your daughter ; and I have only done this out of 
my anxiety for her on account of her shepherd, 
who has disgraced her among the Arabs of the 
desert. 

Thus Amarah continued his talk, tiU Malik's 
eyes wept tears of joy : his bosom was elated and 
transported with delight. O chief, said he, my 
daughter is your slave, and I and my son Amroo are 
the most obedient of you servants — and he stretched 
out his hand to Amarah, and promised his daughter 
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to him; and when they all returned home, 
Amarah informed his brother Rebia of all that had 
passed between him and Malik, son of Carad. I 
shall not permit thee thus to connect thyself, said 
Rebia ; have nothing to do with such fellows ; for 
if Antar hears it, he will not leave a ^ngle man 
alive of all the tribe of Zeead. And pray who^s 
Antar? asked Amarah-^have I not a thousand 
slaves like him ? and if the foul wretch presume to 
interfere with me, I will shew him the valour of 
Amarah the munificent ; 1^11 shew him what 1^11 do 
with him. If you can effect the marriage tomorrow 
morning eariy, said Rebia, give her father the 
dower and marriage presents without delay, and in- 
troduce j^ourself to her in the absence of Antar ; for 
he istm uncontroulable horseman, and a man rough 
and harsh in his manners ; but if you can gain her 
whilst he's away, there will be an end of it. Amar 
rah assented to the proposal of Rebia, and thought 
his advice prudent ; for he feared Antax would kill 
him and make him drink of the cup of death and 
dissolution. 

So the next day Amarah mounted his horse and 
went to Malik to pve him the dower and marriage 
presents ; and just at that moment arrived a mes- 
senger at the tents of the tribe of Abs, announcing 
the approach of Prince Malik son of Zoheir, and 
Antar son of Shedad, and all the noble warriors in 
dieir suite. Every one mounted his steed to gq 
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and meet tl;iem. And friends saluted friends. 
Antar went home, and entered his aunts apart- 
ments, and staid till morning with his mother, 
whom he questioned about Ibla, enquiring whe- 
ther she had mentioned him during his absence ? 
Grod be with thee, my son, said his mother ; talk 
no more about Ibla, and that lovely form — if thou 
art asleep, awake ! Antar upon this instantly 
jumped up — What king or prince, exclaimed he, 
has taken her away ! The chief Amarah, said his 
mother^ has taken her. Every thing is completed 
but the giving of the dower and marriage pre- 
sents. By the faith of a noble and faithful Arab, 
cried Antar, tp morrow will I slay thali Amarah, • ^ 
were he even concealed within the chambers of 
Nushirvan, king of Persia ; tomorrow will I tell 
the whole a£Pair to my fnend Prince Malik, and ask * 
his counsel. 

He remained at home that night, but ea^ly in 
the morning, he repaired to the habitations of the 
Prince ! he entered his tent, and kissed his hand. 
Malik received him kindly, seated him by his 
side, saying — how hast thou passed the night, 
Aboolfawaris ? My night was the- night of 
thy most accursed foe^ replied Antar*. What 
means this ? said Malik ; inform me what's the 
matter, and be sure of success and triumph. An- 
tar told him what Matik had done, and how he had 
betrothed his daughter to Amarah ; but my lord. 
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I must indeed slay that Amarah, and the whole 
race of Zeead, and I will depart from this land and 
country. But why quit this land? siud Malik, 
greatly disturbed ; I am a foe to those who are thy 
foes, and a friend of those who are thy friends ; 
have pati^iee unt^ we go out to the chase, and then 
will I speak to thy father Sbedad, andwill urge him 
to acknowledge thee as hk s(xi, and Uiat thou aft a 
part of his heart. Then take Ibla from her father; 
and if he does not ass^t, I will put my name on 
hsT, and wjU keep off any suitcwr or wooer till the 
cei^mony is .performed, and thou art in possession 
of thy wife. 

At this, f^ntar^s grief and anguish were appeased. 
. So they mounted thar horses and sought the habi- 
tation of King Zdheir, whence they all went out 
on a hunting party. And Amarah rode by the 
side of Ibla'^s father: he was dressed out in his 
finest j'aiments, and his limbs were perfumed and 
scented, ^md bis hair flowed down his shoulders. 
Go, Aboolfawaris, to my tent, said Malik to Antar, 
that I may speak with thy father Shedad. Antar 
departed, and Prince Malik riding up to Shedad, 
s^id — How lone will you reject your son Antar ? 
does not your heart ledn towards him ? and do you 
not yearn after him ? all the horde envies you on 
his account. Grdnt me this request, Shedad, and 
let me make a noble entertainment^ and let me raise 
his head above a state of servitude, and you will see 
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what he will do in return for such a favour. Who, 
answered Shedad, whilst his wrath was evident in 
his features, who is the Arab that ever did such a 
deed before me ? Do you wish that it should be 
said of me that Shedad was captivated with a 
Negro woman, even to deare to marry her, and she 
bore him a son, and he acknowledged lum as such 
because he became a great warrior, and a destroying 
hero. And who is he, said Malik, that having a son 
that resembles your son Antar would deny him, even 
were swords to cut his body in pieces ? — ^Accord- 
ing to my opinion, you should glory in him. Liet 
the Arabs follow your example. — Good practices are 
to be admired, even though they be new. My lord, 
well consult about this, said Shedad ; and he went 
his way home ; Prince Malik also returning unsuc- 
cessful, found Antar in the greatest anxiety — ^he 
required what had passed with his father — Malik 
told him. 

Antar remained that night with Prince Malik, 
but early next morning he mounted his hor$e and 
went towards his mother'*s tent, and as he was pas- 
sing along the road, he met Amarah in the quarter 
of the tribe of Carad- He had been that night 
consulting ^^ith Malik, Ibla's father, about the 
marriage, and in the morning he was returing home 
followed by his attendants. He was riding in a 
most affected, coxcomical manner ; and as soon as 
he saw AntOer he trembled, and was in great dismay; 
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liowever, he plucked up courage, and let his tongue 
run glibly on. Son of Shedad, said he, where wert 
thou last night ? thy masters were seeking thee ; for 
I was there with them, and having heard of thy 
taleat for [eloquence, it was my intention to give 
thee a robe suitable to such as thou art. 

On hearing this, the light became dark in Antar's 
eyes ; he came up to him — Amarah, he exclaimed, 
I am not worthy of receiving a robe or present from 
thee ; but when thou enterest unto my mistress 
Ibla, the daughter of Malik, verily, vile wretch, I 
will wrench thy neck off thy shoulders ; I will curse 
thy family and thy parents, and I will make thine 
the most fatal of marriages ; and Antar ran close 
up to Amarah, and seized him by the waist, 
heaved him up in his hand till be had raised 
him above his head, and then dashed him on the 
ground, and almost smashed his bones. Amarah 
fainted with fright, and gave unfeigned signs of 
cowardice and alarm. 

Immediately there arose an uproar among the 
tribes of Abs and Zeead, and soon appeared Prince 
Malik at full speed ; for as soon as he heard the 
Hews, he was afraid some mischief would befall his 
friend. He came up with his drawn sword and 
joined Antar, who stood firm, wfth his trusty Dhami 
in his hand. By the faith of an Arab of Medder, 
said Malik, verily Antar in the tribe of Carad, is 
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like a rare onjrx amongst people who know not its 
value or worth. Come on, Aboolfawaris, he coa- 
tinued^ now for the family of Zeead ! and he plied 
his sword among them. Were the tribe of Zeead 
in any other place, cried Antar, hastening towards 
him, and kissing his hand, I would ^w thee what 
I would do with them in battle and wax ; but I am 
afraid of blame and reproaches ; and least the nobk 
Arabs should say, that a slave of the tribe of Carad 
put his cousins to the sword. Malik was amazed at 
Antar, and his magnanimity ; and just then Rebi|i 
came up at full speed with the intention of kilHng 
Antar the lion-hearted hero, for he too had heard of 
the event: so he moimted his horse, and came 
greatly alarmed lest his brother should be killed 
and buried ; for he had previously told his brother 
that he did not wish him to interfere with Ibla, or 
expose himself and family to danger with the slave 
Antar, He rushed upon Antar, eager to destroy 
him. Stop, Rebia, cried Malik, or by the faith rf 
an Arab I will not spare one of your people or 
warriors. Matters were in this state, when lo I EoQg 
Zoheir arrived, with all his heroes of the tribe of 
Abs and Adnan. The attendants cried out, hold ! 
stop ! fight not ! ye have put in motion King Zo- 
heir, the ruler of the age. 

Now on that day King Zoheir had received intel- 
ligence that the tribe of Tey were coming down 
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upon him on account of Aminali, the daughter of 
the Blood-^nker^ and with them were twelve thou- 
sand horsemen. King Zoheir was therefore trou- 
bled in. his heart, and he kept it secret, for he 
foared that death and ruin were coming upon the 
tribe of Abs. At that moment also reached him 
the account of Amarah and Antar; and he was 
greatly alarmed that dissendons should arise amongst 
the tribes: so h^ mounted his horse and came 
. to them. As soon as King Zoheir arrived, they 
held back from the fray, and they presented them- 
selves, both Amarah and his brother, whilst all the 
people cried out unanimously — O great King, there 
is no security for us in your oountryj, unless you per- 
mit us to slay this diabolical black slave, Antar ; for 
he rebels and revolts, and no one but you can re- 
strain him. O my cousins, siud Zoheir, tell me what 
is the matter, what has Antar done ? 

Rebia came forward and told him that Amarah 
had demanded in marriage Ibla, the daughter of 
Malik, and what Antar had done to him. So the 
King knew that Antar had been ill-used, and that 
what they had told him about the marriage of Ibla 
was only to deceive him : but observing how many 
complained of Antar, he said, tell me what is your 
intention, or what shall I do to him. O King, said 
they, either kill him, or banish him from our coun- 
try, or send him back to tend the sheep and the 
camels. As to killing him, rephed the King, I cannot 
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submit to you, because he has eaten of our meat^ 
and our protection is on him ; and as to baniahing 
him or sending him back to tend the camels and 
the sheep, that does not depend Upon me — it is 
Shedad^s affair. 

So the King sent for Shedad; and when he 
came — these people are much exasperated against 
your son, said Zoheir, but you have the entire dis- 
posal of him, therefore dp with him ^^hatyou please, 
and I will be witness for you. I am quite bew3- 
dered and distressed about this business, replied 
Shedad, but my opinion is that he should return to 
the care of the sheep and the camels, and repent of 
his conduct. Call Antar here, cried Zoheir, and 
make the compact with him in my presence. Shedad 
called for Antar, and he came. Thou wicked slave,, 
said his master, it is my determination that thou re- 
turn to the care of the sheep and the camels, for I 
will not irritate the whole tribe, and submit to thee. 
I will not molest my brother Malik, and obey 
thee. 

When Antar heard his father's orders, the tears 
rushei f5rom his eyes, and he regretted greatly what 
had passed. Do, said Antar, what you please, for 
I am one of your servants, and a slave has only to 
obey his master, though he torment and afflict him 
every day of his life : and from this day will I nevar 
mount a horse, and will never be present in battle,, 
nor go anywhere but by your permission. And 
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King Zoheir and others witnessed for Aiitar, and 
for his promise ; and this flame that had blazed was 
extinguished ; and they all returned to their tents ; 
and his enemies, and those that envied him, ex- 
ulted over Antar, particularly the fan^ily of Zeead. 
And Now, my cousins, cried Zol^eir, prepare your 
warlike instruments this instant, to fight the tribe 
of Tey, for they are coming down upon us with 
twelve thousand horsemen, on account of Aminah, 
the daughter of the Blood-drinker, in order to re- 
lease her from slavery and indignity. They all 
assented, and separated to prepare immediately. 
But Antar was rejoiced and glad at hearing this 
intelligence, for he knew the tribe of Abs would 
be beaten and routed, and that they would be in 
want of him. So he went home and entered his 
mother^s apartment, and asked about Ibla. Ibia 
was with me just now, said she ; and she said, 
soothe the heart of my cousin Antar, and tell him 
from me that if my father even makes my grave my 
resting place, none but him do I desire, ncme but 
him will I choose." 

Antar s heart rejoiced and gladdened when he 
heard what Ibla had said of him. He staid at home 
that night, and the next day he took his brothers 
Jereer and Shiboob, and went to the pasture, driv- 
ing the cattle and the camels before him. 

And Kiilg Zoheir mounted his horse with all 
his warriors of the tribe of Abs, in number four 
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thousand, all armed and acooutered, and set out 
to meet the tribe of Tey, leaving m the tents 
for the protection of the property, three hun- 
dred horsemen, with the sons of Shas and Cais, and 
Rebia the son of Zeead. He traversed the d&^ 
serts : and the tribe of Abs remained in safety cme 
night ; the next day Antar conducted the cattle and 
camels to the pasture, and Shiboob and Jereer went 
out also with the cattle and the sheep, seeking the 
pastures- No sooner had they quitted the tents, 
but a dust arose that darkened the whole country^ 
It was a party of the ribe'of Tey, who had passed 
King Zoheir on the road, and reached the land of 
Sharebah hke a blazing flame. 

What is your counsel now ? O Ebereah, said Antar 
to Shiboob. If you Usten to my advice, said his bro- 
ther, to-day jou will obtain all you wish and desire^ 
and you will become the noblest of the tribe (^ Abs, 
and be admitted to the rank and consideration of 
of an Arab, and be reckoned one of the horsemen of 
Arabia, My opinion is, you should take the camek 
and the cattle, and ascend this eminence towards 
Mount Saadi ; I will bring you your horse and your 
armour : for I know that the tribe of Abs will be 
routed, and will stand in need of you ; and they will 
come to you, and will intreat you : but do not mount 
your horse, do not take part in the contest till your 
father admits you to his own rank, And acknow- 
ledges you as a son, and as a part of his heart, and 
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your uncle gives ym his daughter in marriage, and 
makes you a partner in his wealth — then descend 
and destroy your enemies and those that envy you ; 
antf thus, my brother, you will attmn the object of 
your wishes. 

Antar heard this advice of Shiboob ; and he drove 
away the cattle and the camels, and ascended the hill 
of Mount Saadi ; whilst Shiboob went and brought 
him his horse and his armour, and they all three 
sat down to watch the result of the contest between 
th^ tribes of Abs and Tey: but the Teyans at- 
tacked the pastures of the Absians, and carried off 
their camels and their cattle, with their shepherds ; 
and the whole country and vicinity were fiUed with 
them. Many of the hi^rdsmen returned ih flight, 
and, spread alarm among the tents, informing 
the Absians of the arrival of the Teyans, and of 
their attack upon them, and that their army was 
like the tempestuous sea. They were amazed, and 
confounded ; for they knew that King Zoheir must 
have missed them on the road. 

Shas called out to the warriors, and assembled 
the men. Come on, my cous'ms, cried he, behold the 
enemy,let us fight for our womenand our tents, and let 
us infuse fear and terror into their hearts, or they will 
cut in among ye, and nothing will secure us against 
the cup of death, but the blows with the sword. 
They all mounted, the men were encouraged, and 
rushed ign to the combat ; man opposed man, and 
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hero encountered heroes ; blood flowed and streamed^ 
Umbs were hewn ofF, and horrors were spread among 
them for an hour ; when iat length the noble Abnans 
were so hard pressed, that the Teyans overwhelmed 
them, for there were twelve thousand of these, and 
the Absians only three hundred. Shas and Relna 
and Amarah were wounded, and nearly dead. The 
Absians abandoned their property and families, and 
sought the wilds and the deserts, and the enemy 
took possession of their country and lands. 

Alas ! said Ibla^s father to Shedad, O my brother, 
where is thy son ? Let him come to us in such a 
dreadful day as this, and Uberate us from death and 
misery. We cannot raise our heads towards Antar, 
said Shedad ; but were he present, our condition 
would indeed be the reverse of this. Shedad raised 
his eyes towards the hill, and he saw Shibodb and 
Jereer and Antar seated on the ground and contem- 
plating the tribe of Abs, and their defeat. So he ran 
towards them, and his brother Malik followed him-^ 
Canst thou, in an hour Uke this, said Shedad, em- 
ploy thyself in tending the cattle and the camels f 
Behold ! the enemy have succeeded in their attempts, 
and have plundered our property and slain our horse- 
men, and have threatened to capture our women 
and our families. 

What dost wish me to do ? said Antar ; I am in- 
deed grieved at thy distress. O that I could rescue 
thee from destruction and defekt ; but I am a slavey 
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and am not capable of doing any thing, and am not 
worthy yourconsideration ; I am indeed a poor slave, 
and one who conducts cattle and camds to the pas- 
tures, and one employed in milking, and picking up 
wood, and tending cattle and sheep— am I not 
for this contemptible and despised ? And he quit- 
ted his father and his uncle Mahk where they stood, 
and went away from them. 

Shedad was vexed at his conduct. What means 
this indifference about us, said he ? What do you 
want of me ? Said Antar — Hast ever heard of any 
one asking protection and countenance from a slave ? 
And abandoning noble princes ? Mount, descend, 
and destroy the enemy, Antar! cried Shedad^ and I 
will grant thee all thy wishes and hopes, and I 
will raise thee to the rank and honour of an Arab. 
But what wiU be tliis rank and honour ? said Antar. 
I will, said Shedad, recognize, you as my son, and 
as a part of my heart O my nephew, descend and 
drive away the enemy fronl us ! exclaimed Malik, 
and I will acknowledge thee of our family. 

Whilst all this was going on between Antar, 
Shedad, and Malik, the Teyans attacked the tents, 
and plundered tlie property and goods, and captured 
the women and families, even the females of King 
Zoheir's family ; and his daughter Mootqeredah 
and his wife Temadhur were both taken prisoners; 
and they seized* lUa, and Shereeahi and Setneeah ; 
and dreadful iv^as the wailing of Ibla when they 
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threw down their dweUings to their very founda'- 
tions, and they left nothing worth a halter; for 
they were Arabs, and greedy of plunder, and only 
conquered for spoil; and there were men among 
them who loaded their horses, and loaded themselves 
with a good horse load besides; and in a short 
time they left the whole country a barren waste, 
driving away with them the females and the 
families, as they departed over the hills and the 
deserts. 

Malik, Ibla's father, looked towards the women, 
and seeing Ibla was a captive among the warriors, 
O my nephew, cried he to Antar, dost thou not see 
tljy beloved Ibla, and wilt thou not defend and 
protect her ? If I mount this instant^^ Malik, said 
Antar, and destroy this party, and release Ibla 
from her affliction, wilt thou give her to me in 
marriage H Yes, said Malik, by the Grod that 
created her and beautified her. And he extended ISs 
hand towards Antar, and swore by the Grod of 
mankind, and said. If thou dost liberate Ibla, she 
shall be thy wife for ever : and Shedad admitted his 
pretentions to honour and rank, and swore he would 
not deny him again, were the foe to tear his body 
to pieces. 

Shedad and Malik having finished speaking, and 
Antar having made them confirm their oaths, 
Shiboob brought him his horse Abjer. Now mount, 
O my brother, said he, for thou hast no more to say 
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to thy father and thy uncle— Put to the rout these 
hateful foes. Antar clad himself in armour, and 
encased himself in arms 'till he was like a tower, or 
a mass rent from the mountain's side. He rushed 
impetuously down from the height like a tremendous 
lion, his heart harder than stone, and his soul more 
buoyant than the waves of the sea when it roars. 
He shouted with a voice so loud that the whole 
country and vallies trembled at the shock — Ye 
ignoble dastards, I am Antar the son of Shedad ! 
and he thus spoke: 

" Soon shall ye behold my deeds this day with 

*' the foe in the field of spear-thrusts, and the battle 

" fire ; and my furious courage amongst the tribes ; 

'* so that in my sublimity, I will mount above the 

" Pisces. I plunge into the flames of war with the 

** cleaving scimitar, and I extirpate them with the 

" goring lance. I drive back the horses on their 

*/ haunches from the lofty seat of my thin-flanked 

" Abjer, and with the blade of my sword Dhami, 

at whose edge flow the waves of death over the 

enemy. This day will I exhibit my ardent soul 

" with my Indian sword, and I will meet the chests 

^' of the horse with my thrusts. I will establish the 

" market of war in its field on the top of my steed, 

^' in the protection of my country. My sword is 

^^ my father, and the spear in my hand is my father's 

" brother ; and I am the son of my day in the 

^* heights of the deserts." 
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He bent his head over Ute saddle-bow, and made 
hia attack. First, lie sought the horseman who had 
captured Ibia ; lie was id the rear, and liis assault 
was the assault of fate and desliny. He wished to, 
pierce him through the chest, but he feared thei 
point might toutli Ibla, and she be slain with himi! 
so he wheeled his horse on one side> and came upon 
his right like a feronons liou, and shouted out in a 
voice like thunder when it bellows, and pierced 
with his spear his right aide; the point issued out 
on his left, and he hurled him down dead, wel- 
tering in his blood. Ibia was terrified at the 
thrust of the spear, but she was unhurt. Antar 
dismounted and came to Ibia. " Fear not, thou 
light of my eyes, said he, thou shall behold thy 
Antar perform to day, deeds that shall be narrated 
and recorded.'' 

Again he rushed upon the enemy like an outra- 
geous lion ; and Shiboob attended him shooting h» 
arrows, with which he transfixed the hearts o£ the 
warriors. At the first attack he dispersed the 
troops from the tents, and in the second he laid bare 
the whole pimn. He poured down upon them aid 
he destroyed them, and overwhelmed them with 
f . shouts, and horror and death. He hewed off their 

I arms and their limbs, and put to flight both the 

I right and the left. And God prospered lilm in all 

L he did, so that he slew all he aimed at, and over- 

1^ threw all he touched. How numerous were the 
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heroes he ternfied ! and at his ^outs all the land 
trembled. 

Now the tribe of Abs distinguished his Toiee 
through the confusion and thick dust, and they said 
to one another," he has indeed routed them." They 
returned from the mountains and ravines, and joined 
the battle, and their hearts gained courage at the 
45ight of Antar, the lord of war. But when Shas 
saw how Antar moved amongst the enemy, and 
how he overwhelmed them in slaughter and destruc- v 
tion, his gall burst, and his hatred increased. He 
turned towards his brother Cais, and said — dost not 
behold the deeds of that foul Black, how he cuts 
down the enemy with his sword ? Verily, he has 
discomfited them, and dispersed them among the 
wilds and the plains, and his greatness will raise him 
above us all. But I wish, my brother, to take him 
unawares and kill him whilst he is engaged in the 
conflict, and make him drink of the cup of perdition, 
that we may be relieved from his foul influence; and 
' it will be said that the Teyans have slain him. 

What mean st thou, O Shas ! replied Cais ; does 
Antar deserve this of us, after having defended our 
wives and oiir families ? How can we be guilty of 
such an act ? Had it not been for Antar's sword, the 
enemy would not have left one of us alive — ^not one 
to tell the tale. My advice is that we should aid 
him in the conflict, and drive away from us these 
warriors^ or we shall become a common proverb. 
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CJals continued to make such representatians (a 
Shas, till he dissuaded him from his project. The 
whole tribe of Abs then collected together, and 
made one united eflFort against the enemy ; and 
men encountered men, and heroes heroes, blood 
flowed, limbs were hewn oflF, and the Absians 
exerted all their powers to join the lion warrior ; 
but it was impossible at that time, for Antar had 
plunged into the midst of the Teyans, on ac- 
count of their horseman whose name was Rebeeah, 
^vho was the leader of the troops. He was eminent 
for his bravery, and it was he who had wounded 
Shas, and had destroyed many Absians, and had 
dispersed them among the mountain sides. And 
Antar continued slaughtering, and searching him 
until he overtook him, and did not ^ve him time to 
turn or move his bridle, 'ere he struck him with 
Dhami upon his breast, dividing him down to the 
thong that encircled his back, and he tumbled over 
cut in twain. 

When the Blood-drinker saw Antar smite the 
warrior, he was terrijfied and confounded, and said 
to his troops about him, this is no mortal man ; all 
that have dared him, have drank of the cup of per- 
diHon. And as soon as he had released his daughter, 
he placed her behind him, and sought the wilds and 
the deserts, followed by the tribe of Tey and all the 
troops that had survived. And they fled to the 
mountains and the rocks, their standards reversed*. 
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But the tribe of Abs pursued and drove them 
before them full three pkrasangs from their country, 
and then returned for the dispersed horses and the 
ficattered property. And they went back to their . 
own tents, Antar at their head, like the flower of 
the Judas tree, thus exclaiming : 

" I have abused fortune, but how can she humi- 
** liate such as me ! I too that have a spirit would 
" cut down mountains. I am the warrior of whom 
*^ it is said, he tended the he and she camels of his 
" tribe. When I assaulted Kendeh and Tey, their 
^* hands brandishing the long spears, with armies, 
" that when I thought of them I imagined the 
*^ whole earth filled with men ; and as their hardy 
" steeds trampU'd our lands, whilst you might see 
*^' them talking and exulting, "'twas ihen their 
" steeds fled away horrified at me, and the redoubled 
*' thrusts that gored them as they sckight the fight. 
** The noble hero feels no fatigue ; him no challen- 
" ger need call to the combat. It was the slave 
'^ alone that drove back the horsemen whilst the 
" flame of battle was blazing, then speeded away 
" their tiroops in terror of my arm, — light they 
" fled, burthened though they had been. Crushing 
" were the stamps and tramplings on their necks, 
" and the horse shoes dashed and pounded their 
" skulls. How many warriors were laid low by my 
" sword, whilst they tore, in very rage, their handb 
^^ with their teeth. I rescued the maidens and 
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^^ virgins, and not one did I leave but bereft of 
^^ sense. Mine is a spirit for every enterprize, high 
*^ is my fame, exalted is my glory." 

These verses excited surprize and admiration 
among the chiefs, and they thanked him. But 
Malik, Ibla^s ^father, and Shas and Rebia, and the 
tribe of Zeead, cherished a flame in their hearts ; 
they thanked him in appearance, but in their soul 
their gall was burst. When they approached the 
tents the women came out to meet them, beating 
the cymbals, and the slaves brandishing their 
swords ; and Ibla stood in front of them like a full 
moon when it shines, as she cried out — May I ne^er 
lose thee, O thou defender of women, and destroyer 
of every foe and enemy. At these words, Antar's 
grief and anguish vanished, and he thought that 
in her presence he could slay a host of enemies. 
The warriors then went down to their tents, and 
no one but talked of Antar, how; he slew, and 
fought with the invaders ; and they passed a night 
of joy, glorying in the deeds of Antar the in- 
vincible hero. 

The next day arrived in haste King Zoheir with 
his companions, for he had heard that his foe had 
passed him on the road : he feared his family might 
be destroyed and cut oS ; and he could scarcely 
beUeve he should find his family safe from the 
treacheries of the times ; and as he approached the 
tents he saw dead bodies scattered about, brd^eo 
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scimitars and shattered spears, and his heart mis- 
gave him. But when he reached the tents, the 
chiefs came out to meet him : they saluted bim, 
and related what Antar had done. And when 
King Zoheir heard this of the great Antar, he 
said to his surrounding heroes — Verily by the 
faith of an Arab, we are glorified in Antar above 
all that inhabit the wilds. And Antar came out 
to meet him; the King approached him, and 
kissed him between the eyes — O Abqolfawaris, said 
he, we are unable to reward thee for this act, even 
were we to give thee all we possess in dominions and 
projperty. 

Then the warriors went to their tents, and the 
King to his own pavilion. And his wife, Temadhur, 
came up to him, and kissing his hands — ^^0 King, 
S£dd she, if you are wise and good, be kind to 
Antar ; for it is he that has protected your wife and 
children . Thus y^as his joy in the deeds of Antar 
augmented, and he slept at ease until the morning 
dawned, wheii^fae ordered the sheep and camds to 
be slain, and a feast to be prepared, and a magnifi- 
cient entertainment to be made ready for all the 
tribe of Abs and Adran. The most highly ho- 
noured were Antar and the horsemen of the tribe of 
Carad. After dinner they began conversing, and 
Shedad related to the King all his son Antar had 
done: how he himself having acknowledged his 
relationship and connexion, and his brother Malik 
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having promised him to Ibla, he mounted his horse 
and routed the enemy, and dispersed them amongst 
the wilds and the deserts. 

This struck to the heart of Shas, and his soul 
was filled with indignation and rage, and his whole 
frame was ready to burst. Shedad, said he, how 
could you take upon yourself to introduce Antar, 
the son of a slave, to our tribe, and admit him to 
our rank and our consequence? Now we shall 
become a shame amongst the Arabs to the end of 
lime, and they will say the tribe of Ahi has 
assodated itself with black slaves. 

O Shas, said Cms, give up this envious dispontion,. 
in which no one partakes with you. And Sang 
Zoheir turned also towards his son Shas, and 
rebuked him. O my lord, exclaimed Antar, stand- 
ing up, the heart of Prince Shas is not inclined 
towards me, I will therefore retire from you to 
another tribe. Tears flowed from the eyes of Antar, 
and King Zoheir and the tribe of Carad gazed at 
him- in astonishment ; when at length the filing 
arose, and having kissed Antar between the eyes, 
he thanked and praised him. Then turning 
towards the warriors of Abs, he cried out — " O ye 
tribes of Abs and Adnan, and all ye that are hoe 
assembled, ye all know the purity of my connexion 
and rank, and my father and my mother, yet let 
Antar be called as I am called, for he is, by the 
faith of an Arab, my cousin, the antidote to all my 
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sorrow and my grief, and he who honours him, 
honours me; and he who despises him, desfuses 
me, — and he cried out — Welcome, welcome to my 
cousin, thou rejiever of sorrow !" 

Among the first who succeeded Zohdr wm 
Prince Malik ; he sprang towards Antar, and 
embraced him and lussed him between the eyes; 
and he likewise cried out — Welcome, welcome to 
my cousin, the reliever of sorrow ! When the 
horsemen saw what Eing Zoheir and his son had 
done, thej could not avoid following the example ; 
so they sprang towards Antar and embraced him, 
and kissed him between the eyes, and admitted him 
to the honour and rank of an Arab, and all cried 
out— Welcome, welcome to my cousin ! But Shas 
was violendy enraged ; he was nearly bursting with 
pasaon ; he arose hastily and went to his tent. But 
the warriors sat down and b^;an talking and jesting, 
. anxiety and sorrow left them, and they were all joy 
and merriment ; they ate meat and drank wine till 
nig^t brought tta the darkness ; and at the temdna- 
tion of the feast the Eing clothed Antar in a robe 
worked with red gold, and girded on a trusty sword, 
and gave him a pke c^ Shata, and mounted lum 
m an Arab horse, and called him the Champion of 
the tribes of Abs and Adum. And Antar retiumed 
with his father and his uncles towards the tents, and 
his gloiy and honour were exalted amtHig all the 
horsemen; the warriors of the tribe of Carad 
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rejoioed, but his enemies and the envious i 
griCT'ed, particularly tlie family of Zeead. 

Aroarali tvent tioine, and liis re^et and affliclkK; 
increased ; he laid himself down at full length, aild' 
a fever and trembling attacked liim, and his knee* 
and legs p^ed him, and he was fearfully indis' 
posed. He sent for his brother llebia, and vepC 
before him ; O brother, said he, if Ibia esc^ 
me, I shall die of grief, and no one will know of 
my death. Amarah, said Rebia, verily you hare 
done a deed you ought not to have done. We 
must DOW con^der this slave as our equal. From 
the first, I never wished yon to interfere with 
Ibla, or connect yourself with the tribe of Carad ^ 
and now that this vile slave has liberated her &omi 
slavery we can do nothing with her, and cannot 
succeed, unless her father indeed be inclined 
towards you. To morrow I will go and see about 
your business, and if I find that he still wishes fiff' 
yoUj ^t may be accomplished : otherwise make yoift! 
heart easy, Amarah ; for if he mchnea towank: 
Antar on account of his courage, we will coqguU 
how to destroy him, and annihilate bis life ere be 
actually obtain her. 

Thus were his alarms and jealousies in parti^ 
lieved. He waited patiently till the next day, whea be! 
dressed himself in fine clothes, and perfumed him- 
self, and sent for Malik and Ills son Amroo, who 
attended him and complimented him ; £Cnd instautljr 
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Amarah arose and received them with all due 
courtesey. And Malik said to Amarah, what do 
you wish of us ? Most noble and excellent siiy I 
only invited you to day, he replied, that I might 
see whether your heart was pleased in marr^big 
that guarded pearl and concealed jewel to that 
black slave, that feeder of camels and sheep, whom 
the horsemen have preferred to their rank and 
condition. Thus will your daughter be disgraced 
amongst the noble Arabs. If indeed you do such 
a deed, it will be impossible for us to remain in 
this land. We only promised so to Antar, and 
only admitted him to our relationship and rank, 
said Malik, when he assisted us in the battle and 
conflict ; but we never thought he could escape safe 
out of those perils, and rout such armies. 

Well, said Amarah, to morrow when we repair 
to King Zoheir, and when we are in full assembly, 
I win demand your daughter ; do you assent and 
settle the amount of the dower, and when once the 
dower is decided on, neither King Zoheir or anyone 
else can say any thing to the contrary: and I promise 
you that the dower shall be a thousand he and she 
camels, lind a thousand head of sheep, and twenty 
WMshareeyi camels, and twenty horses of the noblest 
breed, and a hundred silk robes, and fifty satin 
garments i^pangled rich in gold, and twenty strings 
of the finest jewdis, and a huxidred skins of wine for 
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the imftrriage feast, and a hundred male, and ad 
many female slaves. 

Malik overjoyed, agreed to this proposal; 
Amarah too, flattered himself he should succeed 
in «liis expectations ; and soon after Malik and kis 
• son went home and tarried .there till the morning. 

• The next day King Zoheir was sitting in his tent, 
surrounded by the nobles of the tribe of Abs, when 
Amarah and the family of Zeead presented them- 
selves before him ; they had greatly enlarged their 
turbans, and seated themselves according to their 
rank on the left of the King, and Antar and the 
I Carad tribe were on the right, and the horsemen 

I took their places. Chief, said Amarah, turning 

I towards Malik, do you think my rank mean, or mj 

\ connexion low ? Are you not, said Malik, one erf 

I omr illustrious horsemen ? We are now in the pre- 

\ sence o£ King Zoheir, continued Amarah, and I 

I come to you as a suitor to your daughter, and I am 

solicitous for your favour ; therefore decide on tite 
marriage dower and donation, and demand even what 
the princes of the universe would fail in giving. 

All this passed, and Antar sat still and heard it 
and observed? and he was convinced his ui 
Malik favoured the Zeead family, and he feared 
if his uncle should decide on fixing the marriage 
donation with Amarah, and should confirm it, Ibia 
would pass out of his hands, and he would have na 
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UioTe to say — in viun he would reproach and reVile, 
Thus roused by the urgency of the moment, he 
stiurted up, and turning towards Amarah, excl^m* 
ed, "thou he goat of a man — thou refuse!— thou 
viU^ .' Dost thou .at such a time as this demand Ibla 
in marriage? — thou coward, did not I demand 
her when she was in Ai& midst of twelve thousfuid 
warriors, waving their boneM^eaving swords, and 
thou and thy brother were flying among the rocks 
and the wilds F I then descended — I exposed my life 
in her dangers, and liberated her from the man that 
had captured her ; hut, now that she is in the tent 
cf her father and mother, thou wouldst demaiyl 
her ! By the fsath of an illustrious Arab, thou 
dastard, if thou dost not give up thy pretentions to 
Ibla, I will bring down perdition upon thee, and I 
will curse thyreUtionH apd thy parents, and I will 
make the hour of thy wedding, an hour of evil tiding 
to thyself and thy posteri^ 1" 

Antar, siud Amroo, lUa is our daughter, and 
it is for us to command ; no prince or chief is 
empowered to oblige us to marry her to any one but 
whoE(t we choose and approve. ■• 

At these words the light became dark in his eyes 
—4^ hand hurried to his irre^stible Dhami — 
he sprang fnan the ground on the back of his 
Abjer, resolved to put Malik and his son Amroo to 
death, and Relna and Amarah too, and the whole 
family of Zeead ; and to carry off Ibla, and live 
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with her in the mountains ; but he thouj^t cfSkig 
Zoheir^s loudness, and how he had transfeired 
him from servitude to honour and freedom ; so he 
immediately changed his mind, and thus addressed 
the Absians : 

^^ When the family of Carad are ungrateful, and 
*^ the family of Zeead are violent in their acts, then 
^^ there is no blame or reproach to me, if I protect 
mine own honour and rights by arms or by stra- 
tagem. Is not fire kindled from a Zanad when the 
stone is rubbed against-the Zanad? Enjojmaent 
'^ is ever desired aftep absesice, and approximatioii 
^^ is wished for after separation. I have bejen mer- 
** dful to those who are not aware of the value of 
^^ my mercy, and my fnendship has not been pn>- 
" perly appreciated. But after this fiirbearance I 
*^ shall act in another manner, till the towns and 
" deserts shall flow with my blood, and my sword 
*' shall complain of fatigue in my hand, and toy 
*' joints shall murmur at the burthen of my bdt 
" Ye observed me well the day of Tey, and my 
^^ deeds with my Indian spear ; and had my laanoe 
" a tongue, it would tell ye of the spUtting of ribs 
in the battle. How many challengers called to 
me on the day of conflict, and hailed me, tikil 
*^ answered £ach antagonist. O family of Zeea^ 
ye have opposed a noble Uon that never flinches 
from the fight — artless in speech and deeds — ^with 
" a sword that cleaves heads and arms. Be on thy 
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" guard ihenj O Amroo, on thy guard against him. ^ 
• " Let not thine eyelids be weighed down with sleep. 
" But had I not a chief who commands me, hberal 
" in speech, and exalted in power, I would do 
" myself justice with my Bword, and soon would I 
" shew the difference hetween virtue and outriige." 
When Anlar had finished, the chiefs admired 
his eloquence : King Zoheir went up to hira, and 
made him dismount. May God never renounce 
thy month ! said he ; may no one ever harm thee, 
O thou protector of the trihcs ! And then turning 
towards Malik, Ibla's father, he said — How is it that 
you will not marry your daughter to a hero P You 
engaged her to him when lie liberated her from her 
perilous situation ! My lord, my daughter is iu 
my tent, a^id Malik, you may command her, and 
marry her to whom you please ; I will not oppose 
' your directions, and I will not swerve from your 
orders. Then said King Zoheir, Ib!a can belong 
to no one but our defender, the brave Antar. So 
they sat down and ate, and thus they remained till 
dark, when they went home, each to his tent. 
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CHAPTER V. 

Nuw then, said Amarali tu Rebia. when they hul 
retired, nov that .^tar hss vanquished me, ajid hn 
taken Ibia by forcp, I can no longer remain in tlui. 
country; I Duist go and roam nlraiil the wil 
and dL-serte. Oieer up, Amarah, uid Rebia, let 
still contrive the means to owthiow him, and 
make hiin driok of t}ie civp of deeiniction an 
death. Rebia left Amarah and went home, as 
sent tijr Malik and Aniruo, and when ihey * 
rived hr said mito Malik, pretend to be giNKl frieii 
with AiiiAr ; ajpear very kind to him, and do a 
prevent liis entering your tents. Sooth him wi 
gentle words, and when he romes to you, ask hi 
^Mut the dower for Ibla ; tlieu he will say — vrk 
do you wish ■* tell him you only demand a ibo 
sand -Vsafeer camels,, that your daughter may 
hersel!' in them abo*C tlic high and low. 

Know then, Malik, tlial these camels xte in 1 
possesion of Munzar son of Massema, the King 
the Arabs, and the liciiienanl of Nushirvan ; aad 
know that Anur in the grealness of hi: 
will go in KeuTch of iliem among the tribe of Shibw^. 
uid be will expose bi^ hfe to danger and death, and 



you will never see him agfun. Malik eagerly listened .* 
to his advice; and it happened on that daythat An- 
l»tar was out hunting: and when he returnt-d in the 
evening, his uncle gave him the kindest reception, 
and ordered a slave to take away what he had 
brought in ; he introduced him Into his house, and 
gave him meat to eat, ^d wine to drink, and he 
spent part of the night in his cotopany. Antar was 
much pleased at tliis reception and kind treatment, 
and thought that his wishes vnth respect to Ibla 
would be accomplished, for he knew not the plot 
^ncetved ag^st him. So they continued to shew 
these civilities to Antar, and he was in raptures 
in the enjoyment of Ibla'^ conversation for ten 
whole days. i 

On tlie night of the eleventh, Malilc was more 
than usually kind to him, and when the noble war- 
tiors had all separated for the night, and Shedad 
had gone home, and also Zakhmetulgiwad and the ' 
rest of the tribe of Carad : and no one remained 
but Antar, his uncle Malik, Amroo, and Shereeah, 
Malik's wife, and Ibla, their daughter, Malik plied 
Antar mth wine till he made him drunk, when he 
addressed him and said ; Tell me, I pray you, what 
you wish to be done for my daughter Ibla ; you 
have prohibited all suitors j and do you intend to 
take her by force without any marriage gift or 
dower, and will you bring disgrace upon us in 
every part of the world? That can never be, aaid 
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Antar, were I efento drink of the cup of death and 
oondemnodon. God forbid that this guaiAed peail 
and this concealed jewel should be thus sold to the 
highest bidder. I am oidy waiting otders — tell me 
what you demand, ask whatever you choose, that 
I may grant her what will give her reason to pride 
herself above the chiefs it£ the earth. Nephew, 
said Malik, I will not make you engage for what iis 
beyond your power, and I will not demand of you 
but what an Arab would demand; such as he and 
she camels. I ask of you dien a thousand Asafeer 
camels, that my daughter may boast of them ; foA 
in our tribe there are none; nor are there any like 
them in Cahtan. Then will you and I obtain aD 
our wishes and our desues, and we shall destroy our 
enemies and those that envy us, — ^this is all I ask 
of you, and then will I make your marriage feast 
out of my own property, and will give you what- 
ever may be required of my own he and she camds ; 
all our possessions shall be united, and we will livi^pi 
perpetual felicity. Malik continued talking vnth 
Antar in this manner till he gave way and consented; 
and he knew not that the camels were in the kingbi 
dom of Monzar, the Eng of the Princes of the 
Arabs, and the lieutenant of Chosroe Nushirvan, 
whose armies were innumerable. 

Uncle, sdd he, I will give you these camels 
loaded with the treasures of their masters ; but give 
me your hand, and betroth me to your daughter. 




and thus shew me the purity of your intentions. So 
Malik gave him his hand, and a fire blazed in his 
heart. Antac's joy was excessive, his bosom heaved, 
and he was all delight — he started on his feel — he 
took off his dothes, and put them on his uncle ; and 
Ibia saw Antar's arms, and smiled. What art thou 
smiling at, fairdamsel f said Antar. At those wounds, 
she replied, for w;re they on the body of any other 
person, he would have died, and dratik the cup of 
death and anmhilation : but thou art unhurt by 
them, Her words descended to his heart cooler 
tfaan the purest water, and he thus addressed her : 
" The pretty Ib!a laughed when she saw that I 
" was black, and that my ribs were scratched with 
** the spears, Do not laugh nor be astonished when 
** the horsemen and armies surround me. The 
** spear barb is like death in my hand, and on it are 
<' various figures traced in blood. I am indeed 
" surprised how any one caa see my form in the day 
"'of contests, and survive," 

He then departed to his motlier's lent, for he 
was restless, and the words of Ibla were as 
a blazing fire in his heart. He wakened his bro- 
ther Shiboob, and told him to get ready his horse 
Abjer — he did as he was bid ; Antar clothed him- 
self in armour, and stood like a tower. Where art 
tliou going ? said Shiboob, that I may shew thee 
the nearest roads. Well, s^d Antar, tell me the 
I nearest road to the land of Irak, for there are many 
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Arabs in that country, and their property and 
camels very abundant ; with them is my object, and 
what my unde has demanded. 

Shiboob trembled and was confounded at this 
inteUigence, for he knew the country. Why not 
stop till morning, said he, that thou mayst acqusunt 
£jng Zoheir and Prince Malik ? for they may per- 
haps be able to asnst thee in this affair. Return 
my brother, and expose not thy life to difiSculties 
and dangers. Away ! away ! cried Antar ; not a 
word ; none but the Creator of mankind can aid 
me ; I must destroy my accursed enemies. Mine 
be the dark and nightly course, after the man- 
ner of mighty heroes ; for if I travel by day they 
will lay plots against me. Shiboob was convinced 
he was right, and conducted him to the land of 
Irak. And they continued their way over the 
wilds and the deserts till the third hour, when 
on a sudden there arose 4 great dust, and there 
al^peared a troop of horsemen like eagles. As sfcxin 
as they saw Antar, they closed their vizors and 
waved their lances, and slackened their bridles and 
fixed their spears: and when they came near to him 
they cried out, down, down, from that steed, thou 
dastard, strip off those accoutrements of war and 
armour, or we annihilate thee ! whither art thou 
going over the plain ? Here we have remained in 
expectation of thee. As soon as Antar heard these 
lyprds, he shook his spear in his hand) rushed on> 




end roared like a lion, and darted towards them 
with a heart fearless of death and danger,— thus 



" Fortune insults me as if I were day and night 
" her foe, the enemy seti me in every peril, and 
" imagine I am unable to fight; but were they to 
" present to me the form of death itself as an anta- 
" gonist, I would imbrue its hands in the blood 
" of its own wounds." 

He attadted them, and his assault was like the 
assault of the most fuiious hon : he rushed upon 
their chief, when lo .' he let fall his vizor from his 
face and cried out, check thine arm, O Knight of 
the age ! sufficient is the mischief and danger, for 
I am thy friend Harith, son of King Zoheir. Antar 
threw doiAi his spear, dismounted, and ran towards 
hhn, and kissed his hand- 

Now Harith was an undaunted warrior, in the 
prime of youth, and eloquent in speech ; - he loved 
'Antar, and was much interested about him, hke 
his brother Malik; and the cause of his meeting 
Antar in the deserts was, that he had been invited 
to a feast by the tribe of Ghiflan, and was returning. 
He met Antar, and the above passed. And when 
he saw that death was hurrying from the ends of 
his fingers, and that destruction was stamped upon 
his spear, he let down his vizor, and Antar recog- 
nized him, and dismounted and saluted him. 

Why, my lord, said he, why hast thou acted thus ? 
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Thou hast endangered thine own life, and dioae 
thatwere withthee. Harith smiled, and was surprised 
at his humihty, after such proof of his superiority 
over him. God prosper thee, O Aljoolfawaris, said 
he, jewel of the multitude ! whither art tliou bound, 
and what great expedition hast thou imdertakea? 
He who wishes, replied Antar, that his nuptial 
cereinouy should be performed, mast expose his 
life to danger. Thou knowesl what dangers and 
what disgraces I have submitted to on account of 
my cousin Ibla, in order lliat her father might give 
her to me. He has demanded of me a marriage < 
dower, and a settlement, and I must biing what he 
requires from Irak. 

Terrified at Antar's words cried Harith, what 
is it thou soyst. Aboolfawaris ? For God's sake re- 
turn with me, trouble not tliyself about such matters, 
and do not banish thyself from amongst us ; out 
property is not so small ; and verily I am astonished 
how my father and brother could let tliee depaif 
alone. I told no one of my departure, said Antar ; 
My lord my uncle demands of me camels that wci 
have not, and ai-p not in our tribe, and I have en- 
gaged to prrjcure them, and I have said yes : and 
he thus continued. 

" Say not no, after thou hast said yes, for thou 
" wilt be clotheil in shame, and repent. Truly, no, 
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yes. 



s foul ; 



i base is the word, no after 



" yes. When thou wouldst have a friend, associate 
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<^ with a noble person, one who is chaste, modest, 
*^ and liberal ; and when he says no to a thing, do 
*^ thou also si^ no, and when thou sayest yes, let 
'* him also saj^yes." 

Harith was surprised at his eloquaiceand virtuous 
nund,^ and his admiration of him increased. If such is 
thy buttness, said he, I will accompany thee and 
assist thee in all thy difficulties. I cannot possibly 
consent to that, replied Antar ; return with thy war- 
riors to thiae own country. So Antar bade him 
farewell and departed over the wilds and deserts, and 
Harith and his people returned, praising Antar*s 
intrepidity and eloquence. Antar and Shiboob 
proceeded on their journey, Shiboob ever shewing 
the way, till evening conung on, they sought a pool 
of water "fhexe they might repose from their fa^ 
tigues, and at length they reached a tent pitched 
near a spring ; and behold there was an old Shiekh, 
with his back bent. They made towards him. 

*^ An old man was walking along the ground, 
'^ and his face almost touched his knees. So I said 
^^ to him, why art thou thus stooping ? He said, as 
^^ he waved his hands towards me, my youth is lost 
^^ somewhere on the ground, and I am stooping in 
" seardiof it^ 

He welcomed them, and brought them a cup of 
milk, cooled in the wind ; Antar took the milk an(l 
drank, and gave some to his brother, and came to 
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the door of the tent. The old Shiekh laid [nlIow» 
for them, and presented viands, receiving them in 
the most hospitable manner. And when they had 
finished eating, the Shiekh made bold to ask Anbir 
his adventures, and why he was traveling. So he 
related to him all that had passed with his imde 
Malik, and what he had demanded as a manisge 

May God disgrace and overthrow and destroy thy 
uncle, and not save him I escl^med the old man ; 
for his only object in making this demand of thee, 
is to annihilate and ruin thee. How is that, sad 
Antar, how ao ? Know, Aboolfawaris, replied he, 
that these Asafeer camels are only to be found 
among a triiie called the tribe of Shiban, and their 
chief is King Monzar, son of Massema, the lieute- 
nant of King Chosroe, whose armies are innumer- 
able, whose power is irresistible, and he rules all the 
Arabs of the wilds and the deserts ; and if tlxni 
wert to carry off these camels, who is able to prcv 
tect thee from King Monzar, or shelter thee ? My. 
advice is, that thou shouldest return home, and not 
expose thy life to dangers and death. 

Antar remained that night in the tent, and the 
next day mounted his Abjer, bade the Shiekh fare- 
well, and tlianked bim. Shiboob attended him by 
his side, and they sat out in quest of the land oF 
Hirah) and when they had advanced some distance^ 
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Antar thought of Ibia, and his abi^nce from 
her, luid what he had suffered for her, and thus 
spoke: 

" In the land of Shurebah are defiles and valleys ; 
" I have quitted them, and its inhabrtants live ia 
" my heart : fixed are they therein, and in my 
" eyes; and even when they are absent from me, 
" they dwell in the black of mine eye ; and when the 
" lightning fiashes from their land, I shed tears of 
" blood, and pass the night leagued with sleepless- 
" ncs3. The breeze of the fragrant plants makes 
" me remember the lusaous balmy airs of the 
" Zatool-irsad. Ibla, let thy visionary phantom 
" appear to me, and infuse soft slumbers over my 
" distracted heart ! Ibla, were it not for my love 
" of thee, I would not be with so few friends and so 
" many enemies ! I am departing, and the back of 
" my horse shall be my resting place j and my 
" aword and mail my pillow, till I trample down 
" the landa of Irak, and destroy their deserts and 
" their cities. When ibe market for the sale of 
" lives is established, and they cry out, and the 
" criers proclaim the goods, and I behold the troops 
*' stirring up the war-dust with the thrusts of spears 
" and sharp stimitars — theu will I disperse their 
" horsemen, and the foe shall be cut dowa deprived 
" of their hands. The eyes of the envious shall 
" -waXt^ i but the eyes of the pure and the faithful 
"shall sleep; and I wilU return with numerous 
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" AWeei camelc that my love shall procure 
" SMboob be my guide." 

As soon as he had finished, his tears QcnraA 
abundantly. They iravelied on till they reached 
the laud uf Hirah, where they saw populous towiu^ 
plains abounding in flowing slreaois, date trees 
warbling birds, and sweetly smelling flowers; aod 
the country appeared like a blessing to enliven the 
sorrowing heart ; and the camels were grazing, and 
straying about the land : and they were of various 
colours, like the flowers of a garden ; and there 
were she camels, and young camels, and slaves and 
attendants. And as soon as he saw them he was all 
anxiety, quite out of breath with eagerness. And 
he felt diat his uncle had sent him on this com- 
mis»on to insure his death and destruction, unless 
his intrepidity should guide him through, 

Ebe Recall, said he to Shiboob, I weU know that 
this is a land great in power, and in no region if 
there one to be compared to it. We have nothing 
fijT it but prudence and daring fortitude in danger^ 
and a timely submibsion to power, that we may oh-- 
tain what we are in search of, and return rejoicing 
and successful. Htisten tlien, son of my mother, and 
look after these Asafccr camels, and mark them, 
whilst I let my horse Abjer rest himself. Shiboob 
consented to what he directed, and leaving his 
bow and quiver, disguised liimself in the clothes of 
a slave and feigned himself ^ck. Thus he went 
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towards the pastures, where he saw the camels like 
young brides ; and when the slaves marked Shiboob, 
they sprang towards him, welcomed him, and made 
him sit down, iiid took out some of their provisions, 
and made him eat, asking him whence he came, and 
what had happened to him. 

I am a slave of the tribe of Zebeed, said he, and 
Shedad is my master's name ; and he is a stubborn 
cruel man, and had no compassion for his slaves, 
male or female. So I have run away and have left 
him, and my wish is to meet some one who will 
protect me from him. Remain with us as long as 
thou pleasest then, my cousin, siud the slaves 
pitying him, and be welcome ! and thy time shall 
pass pleasantly enough. 

Very thankfiil was he, and remained with them 
the rest ofthe day, and he told them all manner of 
hes and deceitful tales till he had marked out the 
Asafeer camels, and he saw they were the miracles 
of the age ; and when evening came on, the slaves 
and attendants drove away the camels, and sought 
their habitations and homes, and Shiboob went with 
them. But when they came nigh to the tents, it 
being now dark, he leparated from them and gave 
his feet to the wind, seeking the plain till he 
was in the presence of Antar, who sprang up to 
meet him, exclaiming — ^TeD me, O Ebe Reeah, 
what news hast thou ! Nothing, said Shiboob, but 
that we are in a dangerous ^position, and imder fate 
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and destiny, unless the Lord of Heaven 19 our 
defender and protector. ^ 

O Shiboob, said Antar, is it not well known that 
when a slave exposes his life to the abyss of danger^ 
lie is exalted to the height of glory ? They then 
concealed themselves till morning dawned, when 
Antar clad and incased himself in armour till he 
appeared like a tower, or a fragment rent from a 
mountain ; and he went forward till he reached the 
pastures, crouching along as a wolf after a sheep* 

And when it was day, the Asafeer camels were 
driven to graze, and behind every thousand she 
camels were ten slaves to attend them, that the 
males might not annoy them. The she camels 
ranged about grazing, and the slaves began to amuse 
themselves; for they were slaves of the King of 
the Arab chiefs, and knew not what it vas to be 
attacked. 

These are the Asafeer camels, said Shiboob, so 
make thy plan, and act as it seems best to thee. Aun 
on, said Antar, and occupy the road to Hirah, so that 
their cries be not raised againsi us, ere we be far 
away out of this country. As thou pleasest, brother, 
said Shiboob. And he moved along on tiptoe over 
the plain, till he came in the rear of the slaves, when 
he seated himself on his knees, and emptying his qui- 
ver of arrows before Ijim, waited their attack. As to 
Antar, he urged on Abjer, and plunged amongst 
the he and she camels, and cut off ^ thousand of the 



AsuTeer camels with his spear, cryiDg out to the 
slaves — Ye base bom, drive away these camels, and 
on before me ! or my sword will be stiuned with 
jour blood. 

Wlien the slaves heardAntar, they were terrified 
at his enormous bulk and ^gantic sha[>e, and the 
rolling of his eyes, and the weight of his arms. 
They drove the camels before him, and goaded them 
on with the points of their spears, and they fled 
away before them li' e eagles. And thus they pro- 
ceeded till about the third hour, when behold a 
great dust arose and darkened the land ; and when 
it dispersed there appeared a party of Arabs of the 
tribe of Zakhm and Juzam, about twelve thousand 
horsemen ; ^ hardy warriors, armed with sharp 
swords and long spears, screaming out— Whither 
are ye going, ye dastards— hence is there no escape 
out of this land I 

Now the cause of the arrival of this troop ol 
horsemen was as follows — The slaves that had es- 
caped from Antar and Shiboob sought their homes 
and habitations, and it happened that they encoun- 
tered the train and equipage of Monzar on a hunting 
jiartj, attended by his warriors and his Iroops; who, 
turning towards his son Numan— Speed your horse 
on a little, my son, said he, and bring me intelligence 
of these shepherds. Now Numan was his eldest 
son. So Numan directed his horse towards the 
slaves, and enquired whither they came, Prince, 
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snd die Aepberds, a fabck Kni^t, mooDlEd oo a 
Mack steed, and whose voice is the roar of a Boo, 
darted down upon us and seized a thousand <if die 
Asafeer camdsy aod cavried them off. 

No* sooner had Numan heard diis account of die 
sbe|4ierds, dian he cried out to the men and the 
warriors that aooompanied him, and slackening his 
horse^s bridle^ galloped after Antar, and twdre 
thousand in number were the lion heroes that fij- 
lowed hiuL And they halted not till they overtook 
Antar, as we mentioned, and cried out as we 
described. 

When Antar saw them, he smiled, for battle was 
his joy and delight. O ! thou black bom, said 
he to Shiboob, I want thee to guard the ^nnplffj, 
whilst r shew thee a day of horrors among these 
miscreants. He then turned the camds into a 
mountain cave, and received -the warriors as the 
parched-up e^rtfa receives the first of the rain ; and 
he penetrated through the thick dust with blows 
irresistible and never failing. Whatever he struck, 
he slew, and wherever he thrust, he hurled down ; 
and for one hour he overwhelmed them in death 
and perdition ; and the foremost shrunk back upon 
the rear, crying out at him from a distance, for no 
one dared to approach the spot where he was. As 
to Shiboob, the slaves betrayed him, and refused to 
drive on the camek. 

But when Numan saw that his troops and men 
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fell back, and perceived how Antar was handling 
thent in the combat, his mind and senses were 
greatly agitated, and he cried out to them — May 
God disgrace you among the Arabs ! — are yon 
reduced to this by a single black slave, a mean, 
paltry herdsman ? The horsemen took courage, and 
poured down upon Antar from all sides, but Autar 
continually slaughtered them, always gaining upon 
them, never flinching, though their numbers we're 
immense. Thus was he in the midst of dangers, when 
lo ! his horse stumbled, and throwing him on the 
ground, rushed from out the thick dust and tumult, 
his saddle unoccupied by his master Antar. Shi- 
boob thought he was killed and trampled to death ! 
tlie tears flowed from his eyes, he gave his feet to 
the winds, and he sought the wide desert, whilst 
the slaves and shepherds cried out to the horsemen 
and warriors, who pursued Shiboob from all 
quarters ; and they were seventy in number, all 
" after Shiboob, who depended on the power of his 
muscles. The horses were straining themselves to 
catch him, but they could not pass him, or come 
up with him, from the grey dawn of day till the 
sun became tinged with yellow. But when evening 
came on, woe and dismay fell upon him, and just 
as he was convinced of his ruin and death, he 
■ reached a cavern in the hollow of a mountain, and 
' nearitstooda swarthy youth tendingsheep; before 
. faim was a fire blazing; and he was Siting down 
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preparing his dinner, and hb sheep were graidi^V 
in front of him. As soon as Shiboob saw hiia, hel 
made towards liim, O young man, he cried, h^ I 
me — I put myself under tliy proleclion, for I a 
B stranger, and I am exposed to peril and c 
in this land. I am nearly dead, and my enemiea J 
have already slain my brother. Yes, by thy fathOt ' 
■aid the youth (for his heart had compassion < 
bim.) I will indeed protect thee, and I will not I 
deliver thee up till I am myself slain. Enter them 
cavern, and consider thyself secure from the deceits 1 
of the wicked. 

Shiboob entered the cave, wTiere he bad scarcely i 
concealed himself, when the horsemen also arrived, I 
fleet as eagles, shouting aloud — Boy, son of i 
thousand horned cuckold, bring out to us that 
devil who has slain our horsemen, and staggered 
our senses, that we may tear his body in peices 
with the points of the spear, and hack him with the 
blades of our scimitars. God curse him wlio gave 
him birtli .' how strong are his muscles ! 

O Arabs, said llie shepherd, grant him to me, I 
[way ye, and accept of my guarantee for him, fw I 
have protected him, knowing nothing about you ; he 
is under my security and protection. Thine is not 
wid never shall be any protection, cried they, so 
bring him out, or we will slay thee together with 
him ; for his brother has destroyed three thousand 
of our twned horsemen ; he is indeed a very devil, 
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and we have experienced from him what we never 
even saw from the Genii," 

When the peasant heard them he was fearfiilly 
alarmed, for were he to oppose them, they would 
soon destroy him. Arabs, said he, do but remove 
about seventy paces from the cavern door, that I 
may enter and bring him out of my protection. 
Do so, said they ; and they retired from the cavern, 
and the shepherd entered, and perceived Shiboob 
trembKng for his Ufe. You have heard, young 
man, said the shepherd, what has passed between 
me and these men. My vows have been over- 
rided, and I have exposed myself to death and 
annihilation. I can do nothing towards your 
escape, but at the hazard of my own life ; yet will 
I not Ibrfeit my protection. Had I but ten horse- 
men of the tribe of Asad, they should not approach 
you, no not one of them ; but I am &]oae in thb 
wilderness and desert. So throw off your clotheS) 
and put on mine ; take these provisions and this 
wallet, sling it over your shoulder, and with my 
staff in your hand, hasten out of the cavern, and 
drive away the sheep, and when you come up to 
thcnii say — Arabs, I wentintothecave,in order to 
bring him out, but he will not stir, so come along, and 
I will shew him to you — they will dismount and enter 
the cavern, and then do you look after yourself. 

■ Thk ii one of the rerj few puiagei which occur thronghoul thja 
work, contgjimig any alluuoii lo superoaturtl ageals. 
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Shiboob tlianked him from his hearl for his kintt 
assistance: he slung on the wallet, and took the staffht 
his hand, and went out nf thecavcrji,3ud the darknew 
of night concealed him from the eyes of observers 
and when he came up to them he spoke to them aft 
the shepherd had directed him : they immediatdjc 
dismounted and went towards the cavern j but 
Shiboob gave his feet to the wind, and traversed th* 
rocky crags until he Was far off among the wilds and 
the deserts : and thus he secured his life from death 
and destruction, and sought rehef from the content> 
of the wallet. 

In the mean lime the Shibaiiians entered the 
cave, and dragged out the shepherd, thinkiMg it 
was Shiboob ; ihey looked at him by the light of 
the fire, and thoy saw it was the shepherd dressed 
in Shiboob's clothes ; for he had preferred to expose 
his hfe to death and lorture, rather than discredit, 
his protection. Why hast thou done this deed, cried ' 
they, and given up thy life to death and perditicffl 
for the sake of a stranger ? 

Arabs, replied the shepherd, he sought my pro 
tection, and I protected him. You cauie in sparck 
of him ; you would itot accept my proposal, and I 
was not able to drive you away. But if I have 
enraged you, kill me at once, and I shall have 
rescued him by the sacrifice o( my life and existence, 
and shall not have forfeited my word, or broken mv 
faith. Moreover between you and me, there is n» 
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blood or revenge. I haye indeed fdlen into your 
power ; but if you will have the kindness to release 
me, I will thank you in every part of the world, other- 
wise do as you list, and decide as you judge best. 

The Shibanians were astonished,' and they could 
not find it in their hearts to kill him. He indeed re- 
joiced in his friendly act, and the preservation of his 
duty ; so they let him go, and returned vexed and 
dispirited. As to Shiboob, as soon as he was safe, 
he travelled on till morning, passing over plains and 
deserts ; but what was most grievous to him was the 
thought of returning to the tribe of Abs, and the tri- 
umph of his foes and the envious ; particularly the 
family of Zeead, and the ruffian Amarah, and Shas 
and Rebia; then he wept for his brother Antar, in 
these verses. 

" O Knight of the Horse, why, alas, has the steed 
to mourn thee ? why, alas, has the barb of the 
spear to announce thy death in waiUngs ? O that 
" the day had never been, that I saw thee felled to 
" the earth, cut down — stretched out — and the 
" points of the lances aimed at thee ! Could the 
" vicissitudes of fortune accept of any ransom, oh ! 
" I would have redeemed thee from the calamities 
" of fortune ! Thine uncle has in his wiles and 
" frauds made thee drink of the cup. But may 
'* thy cup-bearer, O son of my mother, ne'er taste 
" of the moisture of dew ! and thy cousin will 
mourn thee^ and she belongs to thy foe^ whose 
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slave thou wouldst never consent to be. O 
Knight of the Horse, I have no strength of nund 
— I have not a heart ihat can ever feel consolation 
for thee in my sorrows ! and the war-steed 
amongst the troopers as he neighs will turn 
towards ihee, mourning for thee, like a childless 
woman in despair.'' 

When Shiboob had finished these verses, he went 
on passing over deserts and wilds, seeking the tribe 
of Abs and Adoan, whilst his tears flowed in streams. 
But OS t<i Antar, when his horse stumbled beneath 
him, he started on his legs, he brandished his 
sword in his right, and supported his shield on his 
iert, and he made towards the warriors — he slew 
them till he made mounds of dead, he overwhelmed 
them with his shouts, bellowing out — " Ihla, by 
thine eyes, will I slay this day these horsemen !" 
and he rushed upon them like a furious lion, till the 4 
blood flowed from all ports of his body And in the 
thickest of the battle he happened to step on n skull, 
and his feet slipping from imder him, he Cell down 
at his full length. And they gave him not time to rise 
ere they hound fast his shoulders, his arms, and his 
ribs and his feet, and brought him before Numan. 

He was all astonishment at the horror of his 
make, at the immensity of his stature, and 1 
a^tation of his eyes. Numan ordered them to tie 
him across the back of his horse and convey him to 
the King, that he might do what he thought preper 
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with him. They obeyed liis oi-dcrs, and bound 
him on the back of Abjer, and they all returned to 
the land of Hirah. At the moment of their arrival, 
King Monzar returned from hunting. When, 
behold there appeared against them a lion of the 
lions of Khifan. Now the wild beasts of Khifan 
were proverbial ; and he came upon them with a 
loud roar, and the fierce warriors attacked him. 
Numan presented Antar to Iiis father, and when he 
lool<ed at him, he was terrified and confounded. 

What Arab art thou ? aaid he. My lord, replied 
Antar, I am of the tribe of tlie noble Aba. One of 
its warriors, demanded Monzar, or one of its 
slaves .' " Nobility, my lord, said Antar, amongst 
liberal men, is the thrust of the spear, the blow of 
the sword, and patience beneath the batde dust, I 
am the physician of the tribe of Abs when they are 
1^ sickness, their protector in disgrace, the defender 
of their wives when they are in trouble, and their 
horseman when they are in glory, and their sword 
when they rush to arms." 

Monzar was astonished at his fluency pf speech, 
his magnanimity and his intrepidity, for he was 
then in the dishonourable state of a prisoner, and 
force had overpowered him. What urged thee to 
this violence on my property, added Monzar, and 
seizure of my camels.^ My lord, said Antar, the 
tyranny of my uncle obliged me to this act : for I 
'was brought iip with hia daughter, and I had 
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ju^ised my life in her service. And when he sa\r 
me demand her in marriage, he asked of me as ■■ 
marriage dower, a thousand Asaleer camels. X 
was ignorant, and knew nothing about them 
I consented to his demand, and set out in quest of 
■ them; I have outraged you, and am consequentlj 
reduced to this miserable state. 

Hast thou then, said Monzar, with all this f<K- 
titude and eloquence, and propriety of manneri) 
exposed thy life to the sea of death, and endangered 
thine existence for the sake of an Arab girl ? " Yes, 
my lord, said Antar ; it is love that emboldens man 
to encounter dangers and horrors ; and no 
excusable but he who tastes the bitterness of absence 
after the sweetness of enjoyment ; and there is no 
peril to be apprehended, but from a look frran 
beneath the comer of a veil ; and what niisfortune 
can drive man to his destruction, but a woman w^ 



is the root and branch of it ! 
eyesj and sighs burst from h 
thus exclaimed : 
" The eyelashi 



" Then tears filled hit' 
J sorrowing heart, asfac' 
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of the songstress from 
comer of the veil, are more cutting than tbi 
of the cleaving scimitars ; and when they woi 
the brave are humbled, and the comers of their 
eyes are flooded with tears. May God cause Eny 
uncle to drink of the draught of death at my 
band ! may his hand be withered, and his fingers 
palfded ! for how could he drive one like me ti> 
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" destruction by his arts, and make my hopes 
" depend on the completion of his avaricious pro- 
*' jects. Truly Ibia, on the day of departure, bade 
" me adieu, and said I shoidd never return, 
" hghtnings ! waft my salutation to her, and to all 
" the places and pastures where she dwells, O ye 
" dwellers in the forests of Tamari&ks, if I die, 
" mourn for me when my eyes are plucked out by 
" the hungry fowls of the air. O ye steeds, 
" mourn foi' a Knight wlio could eng^ige the lions 
"of death in the field of battle. Alas, I am an 
" outcast, and In sorrow, I am humbled into 
" galling fetters, fetters that cut to my soul." 

When i\n;ar had finished, Monzar was surprized 
at his eloquence and fortitude, and strength of mind 
and virtue. Now Monzar himself was one of the 
most eloquent of Arabs, and he was convinced that 
»Anlar was sincere in hia grief ; but he knew 
not the story of his life- Whilst Antar and Monzar 
were conversing, behold the people ran away from 
their presence. On inquiring what was the mat- 
ter, O victorious and irresistible monarch, thev 
exclmmed, a savage lion has appeared among us, 
is destroying the horsemen, and dispersing the 
brave heroes. Spears make no impression on his 
carcase, and no one dares to attack him. Assauh 
him, cried the King, liefore he takes refuge in the 
forest, and cuts ofi* the road of the travellers, and 
renders the ways unsafe, and we therefore be dis- 
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honoured. As soon as Antar heard this, his afflic- 
tions were relieved. Tell your people to exposeme 
to this lion, said he to the King, and if he should 
destroy me, you will be amply revenged, and your 
dishonour be cleared up: for I have slaughtered 
your troops, and destroyed your warriors; but 
should I slay th'e lion, reward me as I deserve, and 
do not refuse me justice. The Kin^ ordered the 
cords to be loosened : the guards came up lo him 
and untied his hands, and were aliout to untie his 
feet also ; but he cried out, Loosen only my hands, 
leave my feet bound as they are, that there may be 
no retreat from the lion. He grasped his sword and" 
hb shield, and jumping along in his fetters, he thus 
exclainied. 

" Come on, thou dog of the forests and the hills !" 
" this day at my hand will I make thee drink of 
" death. Soon wilt thou meet a Enight, a lioa«< 
" warrior, a chief tried in battle. then, attack 
" not one like me, for I am a chosen hero. Attack 
"the horsemen, thou dog of the waste, but whither 
" wilt thou escape from me this day ? Take this 
" from my cleaving sword, that deals sorrows, deaths 
" and pestilence from the slave of a tribe, that bravei 
" death and woe, and never fails." 

Monzar was much astonished at his address to the 
lion, and he advanced with his attendants, to brfiold 
what Antar might do. And when they came near 
him, they perceived it was an immense lion, of the 




size of a camel, with broad nostrils and long claws, 
his face was wide, and ghastly was his form ; his 
strength swelling ; he grinned with his teeth clenched 
like a vice, and the corners of his jaws were like 
grappling irons. When the lion beheld Antar in 
his fetters, he crouched to tlie ground, and extended, 
himself out ; his mane bristled up ; he made a 
spring at Imhi : and as he approached, Antar met 
him with his sword, which entered by his forehead, 
and penetrated through him, issuing out at the ex- 
tremity of his back bone, O by Abs and Adnan ! 
cried Antar, I will ever be the lover of Ibla. And 
the hon fell down, cut in twain, and cleft into two 
equal portions ; for the spring of the lion, and the 
force of the arm of the glorious warrior, just mei. 
Then, wiping his sword on the lion, he thus spoke. 
" Wilt thou e'er know, O Ibla, the perils I 
" have encountered in the land of Irak ? My uncle 
" has beguiled me with his hypocrisy and arli^ce, 
" and has acted- barbarously towards me in demand- 
" ing the marriage dower. I plunged myself into a 
" sea of deaths, and repaired to Irak, without frienils. 
" I drove away the camels and the shepherds 
" single handed ; and I was returning home burn- 
*' ing with the flame of anxious love. I quilted them 
" not till there arose behind me the dust of the hoofs 
*' of the high mettled steeds. I encountered on 
" every side the war dust, and illumined it wilJi 
" my thin bladed faulchion, whilst the horsemtin 



^ 



J 



" clamaurcd beneath it, so thai I thought the thuQ- 
" der had let loose its uproars. As I retired, I 
" found that my uncle had deceived me with lua 
" frauds and stratagems. But I did not fail liQ 
" my horse w-as exhausted, and faiiltered in the 
" charge, and the crush of combats. Theu I di»-- 
*' mounted and drove away whole armies with my ■ 
" sword, as I would have driven away the camels. . 
" I ru^ed upon the horsemen that fiercely scoured' 
" the plain, piercing chests and eye balls ; but at 
" the close of the day I was wearied and made 
" captive ; for my elbows and my legs were depriv- 
*' ed of all strength. They dragged me to a noble 
" prince, high and magnificent— May his 'glory 
" endure ! 'i'hen fOo, I engaged a lion, fierce in 
" the onset, and harsh of heart, with a face like - 
" the circumference of a shield, whose eve balli 
" flashed (ire like hot coals, I rushed at him with 
" my sword. I met him in my fetters, so that Moi 
" zar might bestow on me what might gratify n^ 
" uncle, and favor me with the desired camels.'" 

Monzar heard him, and beheld his acts. Th» 
is verily a miracle of the time, and the wonder of 
the age* and world, said he to his attendants ; his 
intrepidity and eloquence and perseverance 
enough to conbund the universe ; with him I will 
effect with Chosroe what is the object of my wishes 
and I will establish the superiority of the Arab» 
over the Persians. 
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Now Moiizar was an intelligent man, and very 
regular in the administration ofjuslice, and prudent 
in policy. For this i-eason Chosroe had appointed 
him King over the Arabs ; and when he was present 
in the palace of Chosroe, he enjoyed superior digni- 
ties, and he was never stiled but as King of the Arabs. 
And Chosroe used to treat him as* a friend, and to 
eat and drink with him ; and when they were busy 
iu conversation, Monzar used to describe to him the 
peculiarities of Mecca and the sacred shrine, and 
their glory over the DeeUmites and the Persians, 
and used to recite to him the verses of the eloquent 
men. And Chosroe, in his impartiality, was pleased 
with him, and enjoyed his society, and loved to dig- 
nify him with presents of gold and silver, for the 
Chosroes of Persia were renowned for their love of 
justice and impartiality, and abhorred oppression and 
violence, ruling mankind with hberality and gene- 
roMty. He had over his head a beU of red gold, 
and a chain attached to it on the outside of tlie pa- 
lace ; and whenever he touched the bell, the atten- 
dants went out and complainants entered his 
presence ; and he decided such matters himself. 

Now it happened that Monzar, previous to An- 
tar's falling into his hands, had vished Modayin, 
and presented himself to Choaroe, and staid with 
him some days, and he was honored with a rich 
robe and various presents. One of the officers 
envied him, and when he was alone with the Kiiig, 
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he ventured to say. Why do you so honour, O SJag^ 
this wild Bedoween, this worshipper of stone, « 
raiae his dignity so high ? Whether he is j 
or [H>esen(, he is a poor despicable wretch ; for 
the Arabs are but shepherds, and worshippers 
images; there is no reh^on and no faith amo^ 
them, and they ftre only ennobled by theft i 
cunning, and robberies and rogueries. 

This officer thus became jealous of the hoatum 
enjoyed by Monzar, and liis heart was estntnge^ 
from him. And he was one of the warriors < 
Deelim, and was a leader of twentv thousand Per- 
sians, and he was called Khosrewan, the son of Jor-^ 
ham. He was always talking contemptously of th^ 
Arabs, repealing falsehoods of them, till at last he 
effected a change in the heart of the just King. 

If, O King, said he, as he ended the conversatioi^- 
thou a(t de^roiis of thoroughly understanding thii 
man wltem thou hast appointed over the Aral% 
and of having a proof of his ignorance and i 
breeding, ask him to come and eat meat and dates] 
order the servants to give hini dates from whi<j|> 
the stones are not extracted, and to place befo» 
you dates ready stoned ; and let there be instead' 
of stones, almonds, sugar plumbs, and skinned nuts^ 
and see what he will do. Chosroe complied, and 
invited Monzar to eat meat and dates ; 
ordered the servants to do as Ehosrewan had recom- 
mended. So after dinner, the servants produced 
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r tte plates of dates. Chosroe and the Peraans ale 
I* away and snallowed them, for there were no stones 
to throw aside. Monzar looked at them, and 
thought within himself — Most certainly to day 
is a festival with them, for they are worshippers 
of fire ; so I must eat like them, and must fashion 
[ my manners to theirs. So Monzar ate, and swa]- 
I lowed the stones ; but one sadly puzzled him, so the 
attendants burst put into a loud laugli; and Chosroe 
also laughed. And Monzar was abashed at their 
pleasantry. May your glory last for ever, O King, 
<jf the world, said he. But the wrath and indigna- 
tion of Monzar increased. What makes your attend- 
iants laugh ? said he. You have eaten dates and 
swallowed the stones, ssdd Chosroe ; 'tis for that 
we are lau^iing at you. I, O King, said Monzar, 
imitated you and your companions, and I ate as you 
ate, for I perceived you eating the dates and swal- 
lowing the stones, and I wished to do as you had 
done. Our dates, said Chosroe, are without stones ; 
and instead of stones there are almonds and sugar 
plums and peeled nuts, so that iwe eat them 
without trouble or annoyance. Why, said Monzar, 
did you not give me some of what you eat yourself? 
Still I am your guest. Yet this is a proof that I am 
an object of ridicule to you, and you have only in- 
vited me that you and your companions might 
e:ipose me. But I am still at all times your stave, 
and indebted to your bounty for whatever you have 
thought proper to do unto me. 
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He renuuned some time longer with Chosroej and 
then returned to the land of Hirah, having asked 
permission to revisit his family and native countrj. 
And when he reached his capital, he wrote letters 
to the tribes of Wayil and Bekir and Jelhema, and 
he said in the letters— Attack Motlayin, plimder 
the people and the inhabitants, lay waste the villages, 
and put to the sword the merchants of Persia, and 
plunder the property of Deelem. Be afr^d &f no 
man should any oppose you ; but slaughter them 
and seize their property, and plunder them. 

W.ien these letters, in which tlie whole drcum- 
Stancf was described reached the diiFerent tribes, 
they wen^ gi'eatly incensed, and sent Sewid the aon 
of Ami] to plund^ the inliabitants. And Handala 
ransacked the stores and granaries, and s^zed the 
property of the travellers ; and Harith the son of 
Joghem plundered the lands of Zilah, sparing ■ 
neither high nor low. After this, confusion and., 
rebellion rose up in the villages, and the whole ■ 
country dreaded the Arabs. Many of the Persiaiw. 
were beheaded, and the Persian merchants cried 
out from all quarters against Chosroe. The day rf - 
judgment seemed to have come upon him, and he, 
was overwhelmed with shame. He desired hii 
minister Mubidan to write to Monzar an account 
of all that had passed, and that he should punigh 
he Arab tribes, or he would disperse them among ■ 
the plains and the deserts. 

So the minister wrote to Monzar a letter, ia 
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whidi he said " To him, whom we recognise as 
King of the Arabs ! Truly the heart of the just 
King is greatly irritated against you, on account of 
the depredations committed by the Arabs on his 
subjects. You must slay the rebels and offenders, 
and chastise those that have oppressed the weak, if 
you are obedient to the Persian government, and 
attend to the orders of the imperial monarch ; and 
peace be with you from the protecting fire r He 
folded up the letter and sealed it and sent it to 
Monzar, and when it reached him he opened it and 
read it, and wrote in answer to it these words : 

** To him whom we recognise as the just King ! 
Truly my character is despised amongst the Arabs, 
my reputation is on the decline, my authority 
amongst them is weakened, and my honour is 
considerably discredited, since they heard what you 
did to me about eating the dates. My power is at 
an end, because they think I am an object of ridicule 
with you ; so they have thierefore renounced their 
allegiance to me, and have separated themselves 
firom my dominion. Such are the acts they have 
comnutted, and they will not obey my commands. 
You must look after your own country, and Inind 
your own administration.^ 

When Chosroe received this answer, he read it, 
and understood its contents. Verily, said he, these 
vagabond Arabs have a design upon me, and this 
dog of dogs would trample upon me. But if I do 
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iiot d^ade and humble him, I aui not the King of 
the age. 

Who, King of the age, said the satrap 
Khosrewan, the original cause pf all this trouble, 
this Monzar, that you should trouble yourself 
about him ? By your life, I am abb to take him 
prisoner, I will slay hia horsemen, and will destroy 
his allies. I will bring him and his children to you, 
all bound with cords ; and if you order me, I will 
kill them all, and will bring you his aona and his 
daughters, and most costly plunder. 

Khosrewan, said Chosroe, you are the only 
person for this expedition, for it is all your 
doing; so prepare, and march with the troopa 
under your command; and if you conquer the King 
of the Arabs, kill him not, but bring him to me a 
prisoner, that I may disgrace him and punish liijn, 
and let him feel his own situation ; unci afterwards 
I will grant him his life, Khosrewan accordingly 
made his preparations in three days, and set out 
with twenty thousand horsemen, armed with 
gilded shields and cieaving swords ; and Khosrewan 
was at their head, like a lion. 

But King Monzar, as soon as he observed 
Antai's blow at the lion, and remarked his elo- 
quence and his poetry, felt assured that he was a 
distinguished hero and warrior, and lie tliou^it it 
wiser to spare his life, and not put him to death : but 
for the enda of jiutice he determined to keep htm a, 
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prisoner. So he detained him in custody ; saying, by 
the faith of an Arab, I will not proceed to extremi- 
ties with respect to this black warrior, for his equal 
is not to be found in the whole world. Guard this 
horseman, said he to his sons, until an answer 
reach us to our letter from the Persian King; 
and we will then persuade him that it is this wretch 
who has plundered the cities and killed his subjects, 
and who has excited against us the Arab hordes. 
This will give a strong colour to our excuses in all 
points, and thus we shall gain our objects upon our 
enemies. So Antar remained AVith the King impri- 
soned and chained ; and Monzar entered Hirah 
and awaited the answer. 

It was about the beginning of the day when 
Monzar mounted his horse and rode out to inhale 
the news; when lo ! a dust from the direction of 
Persia appeared, and the whole country was 
blackened and darkened, and from beneath it came 
forth Persian horsemen, and the armies of Deeleip. 
Take your implements oF war, cried Monzar, ply 
the blow and the thrust, and protect the families 
and the women, or eternal will be your disgrace ; 
for truly the offences against propriety in conversa- 
tion, and the blunders of the tongue are the 
calamities of man. And he sent for all the clans of 
the tribe of Shiban, and all the Arab hordes ; and 
the Persian troops gave them no rest, but poised 
their spears, and grasped then: swords. The two 
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jHirties met, and attacked ; blood abimdantly 
flowed, eyes were fixed, and were scared. Khosre- 
wan adviDced: he assailed ihe tribes of Aratna^ 
and his lieart was overjoyed ; lie daahetl towards^ 
the statiilard of Monzar ; he overset them, and he 
destroyed tlie horsemen, and annihilated them. 

Now Monzar had encountered the Peraiaos with 
only twelve thousand men, ami the evening did not 
close before four thous^md of them were slaughtered, 
and the remainder returned, seeking safety in 
iliglit ; the Persians pursuing them until the shades 
of night aurroimded them; when the Persians 
dismounting to repose themselves, Khosrewan also 
halted and shouted aloud ; and when they had 
pitched their tenta and lighted their fires, he 
ordered his satraps and generals to surround the 
whole city of Hirah, and to guard the roads and 
highways. 

But Monzar, who entered Hirah routed and 
discomfited, gnawed his hands from shame, and was 
quite bewildered and beside himself. He sat down 
attended by his three sons, Numan, Aswad, and 
Amroo ; and whilst they were consulting and 
debating, in rushed a slave— O my lord, cried he, 
that Absian warrior who is in my custody, when he' 
heard the uproar in the morning, aslted me what 
was the matter? V\'e informed him what had 
happened ; then, s^d he, Conduct me to your King, 
that I may point out to him the means of destroying 
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his enemies, even were they as numerous as the 
sand of the desert. Produce him, said Monzar, let 
us hear what he has to say, and let us release him 
from his fetters. But Antar was that day thinking 
of his cousin, and of hU expedition to procure her 
dower, and to seize the Asafeer camels, and Mb 
falling into captivity, and his failure. Then, aa he 
sighed from his overcharged heart, he tliua 
recited : 

" Tell Zoheir and Malik of me, tell Ibla of ms 
" in unvarnished language, that I seized the 
" camels flaunting over the plains, and that I felled 
" down the armies on the day of terrors ; say 
" that I was marching away with the property and 
" the beautous camels, when the stern faced horse- 
" men of Sakhm forced them from me. My steed 
" hurled me on tlie batde field, and betrayed me, 
" and subjected me to the thrusts of every ahteld- 
" armed hero. Then I retired as a hostage, in 
" ehiuns : and I have merited them ; and I moved 
*' along in them, hke one overwhelmed with con- 
" fusion. Had it not been for the assault of the 
" hon among them, and their cry to me — ^Aid us, 
" O Antar ! when I met him, fettered as I wa8 — 
*' ihey never would have acknowledged that I was 
" the slayer of amiifiii. When the furious beast 
" flew at me, I feared not. My sword cleaved the 
" body of the lion, and I forced it out through his 
' thighs in an instant, and I wiped it on his akin. 
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*^ They Jiave cast me into a sea of deaths, anxious 
*' for my destruction, but I tumbled him down like 
^^ one precipitated from a mountain's height."^ 

We have told King Monzar, said the attendant 
as he entered Antar^s prison ; he now demands you, 
in order to hear your proposal. Antar got up and 
went with them into the presence of the King, who 
ordered the fetters to be taken off from his feet, and 
the cords to be cut that bound his hands. Then 
he aghed, and thus spoke. 

^^ May Grod for^ve me that my soul is hardened,. 
^^ for my uncle beguiled me and exposed me to 
^^ perils, and in his vile artifices I^as cast me into an 
^^ abyss of fire, whose flames encompass me. I am 
" become tortured of heart, fettered, my fingers and 
^' hands bound round my neck. Few are there like 
" me in the day of the wood-entangled spears, when 
*' heroes contend in the fierce charge : O King of 
*' the world, thy sea is expansive as the glittering 
^^ sword among men and daemons. When the 
" warriors charge — then expose me to them and 
** try my assault — my battle among them. Be 
" thou victorious, with Antar*s aid, and convert, my 
" lord, thy fears into security. Protect but my rear 
^' with a thousand lion heroes, and thou shalt view 
" the wonders of my sword and my spear. Thou 
^^ shalt see a lion driving away the horsemen with 
^^ a scimitar that surpasses the lightning^s flash in 
" brilliancy. Grant me the dower for my beloved 
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^^ Ibla, of the thousand camels, that have exdted 
me to this enterprize. O Ibla, fear not the foe 
on my accM^unt, when they crowd about me, and 
" the war horses charge : for death is but my own 
** form— my own qualities, and there is no pros- 
" perity but what is attached to my bridle. I am 
" the youth that fells the horsemen in my strength 
-r^a youth whose equal exists not on earth. O 
breezes ! I implore ye by the pillars at Mecca, by 
Zemzem — ^by the sacred plains and Mesdelifa, — 
" when ye pass the land of Sheerebah, waft my 
^^ salutation to Zoheir and his royal sons, *and say 
** to the sorrowing Shiboob, hast thou forgotten my 
** faith — renounced my vows ? for thou art my 
" foster brother, my stay, my support when my 
" friends betray me and persecute me — O Shiboob, 
" haste then, my brother, haste that thou inayst see 
" what I have suffered, and what has befallen me 
" — that thou mayst see a battle that will make 
" thee forget the past, and that thou mayst see, O 
" Shiboob, the boundless height of my glory. 
" For my ambition soars above the Pleiades, and 
" my fortunate star sparkles with brilliant rays.*" 

The King was exceedingly surprised at Antar's ' 
bursts of poetry and strength of mind ; and he was 
convinced of victory with his sword and spear. O 
Absian, said he, what is this I have heard of you to 
day, when you hear^ the shouts and the attack of 
the enemy ? Truly, my lord, replied Antar, my 



gall was nearly bureling when I heard that you had 
been obliged to fly from these cauldrons of dogBJ 
this disgrace can never be erased I'rom the Arabft 
What can men do, said Monzar, when double thdr 
numbers attack them ? and they are overwhelmed 
by those who do not fear their carnage ? Man^ 
said Antar, must patiently re^st, and drink of 
he cup of death as he drinks ihe purest water, and 
not fly or run away. I am now in your power, and 
I demand of you the marriage dower of Ibia, 
my uncle's daughter; restore me my sword, my 
cuirass, my arms, and my horse, and give me a 
thousand men to defend my rear ; and you shall see 
what my courage aiid force will effect against your 
foes. 

By the virtue of the Koaba, said Monzar, 
Absian, if you perform what you state, and destroy 
this army — all my property, my he and she camels 
are all at your disposal. Not one of us shall 
remain behind the tent wall, but we will exert our 
utmost energies ag^nst the foe, and we will strike 
with our swords, and thrust with our spears. And 
he ordered his horse and his arms and his cuirass to 
be restored. And early on the morrow, a loud shout 
arose from amongst the Persians, eager to plunder 
the property and capture the women and Ihe chil- 
dren ; but the Arabs went forth against them, and at 
their head was Antar, tlie hero of conquest ; and he 
cried out — Your hopes have failed, you cauldron 
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of dogs, you shall this day see Antar perform what 
nations shall record. Then he cried, O by thy 
eyes, O Ibla, and thus repeated : 

" On the (lay of battle exquisite is the carnage. — 
Come forth then against me, ye men of abomina- 
tion — in me ye shall meet a Knight whose blow 
" strikes life dead. I am the Antar of horsemen in 
the contest, that makes armies and warriors drink 
of ignominy, a draught from his hand with the 
polished sword that glides through the neck, in 
" the battle field. Soon* will I plunge into the war 
" dust till I encounter Khosrewan, and make him 
drink of the cup of death ; I will make him taste 
from my sword a draught, after which he shall 
never taste of pure water. Ye shall see the horse 
*' scattered o'er the wastes — the Himyarite chiefs 
^^ shall be bound on their saddles. I am the lion, 
** foremost in war, and mine arm is the horror of 
** warriors. Mine is honour and good fortune and 
*^ glory, and my star is high above the brilliant 
" Arcturus." 

He then received the attack of the horse as the 
parched up ground the first of the rain ; and his 
thrusts were the thrusts that blinded vision, and 
a][ualled fate and destiny. He overthrew heroes 
and destroyed warriors, and in an hour blood was 
flowing and streaming, and bowels were ripped open. 
When the Persians observed these dreadful deeds, 
they advanced from all quarters. The voice of 
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Antar was like the thunder'^s peal, and his thrusts 
more rapid than the flash of the lightning ; and the 
iVrab warriors, encouraged at his steadiness, fek 
convinanl of victcMy after defeat ; but as soon as 
the Persians saw these descending misfortunes, their 
hearts regretted what had passed, and the land and 
the region appeared too confined f<»r them. The 
whole country was blackened in their eyes, their 
avidity was frustrated in the capture of the sons and 
daughters. 

Affairs continued in this position till mid-day, 
and they toiled in the battle fiercer than a blaze of 
fire. And when the heat oppressed the warriors, 
the Persians gave way, and sought refuge in their 
tents, and gave a loose to their despair. Many 
were the horses deprived of their riders. Their 
chief, Khosrewan, stood under the standards, and 
the delay seemed tedious, for he was expecting that 
his companions would return with the captives and 
the spoil ; when, lo ! they indeed returned, but 
in flight. O my lord, they cried in reply to his 
questions, the Arabs have vanquished us — we have 
seen a prodigy among them — and if you do not 
come down upon that chosen horseman, not a head 
or tail of us will survive ; for he fails not where he 
aims ; he succeeds in whatever he undertakes ; and 
if he attacks a whole troop, he disperses it; if he 
assaults a horseman, he overthrows him, and his 
voice is like a crash of thunder ; the moment a man 
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liears it a universal ague seizes him ; anJ he is like 
a lion when he assaults, and he drives away the 
warriors before him like a flock of sheep. 

As Khosrewan beard this he was greatly enraged, 
and fire flashed from his eyes. Whence comes this 
horseman, lie exclaimed, to this country ? and to 
what Arabs is he related ? Then starting from 
beneath the standards he sought the place ot" 
slaughter, and the scene of attack In his hand 
he bore a long mace with which he assailed the 
troops ; he dived through the dust, and the 
heroes trembled at bis mace, as the dust roUed 
over his horse. 

Now Monzar was directing his sons to move be- 
yond the precincts of Hirah, when the form of 
victory and triumph appeared to him in the odour 
of that black lion. He sat down in his tent, and 
seated Antar by him, for he was dearer to him than 
all his family and relations; he congratulated him, 
and gnve him to eat, and there was no end to his 
attentions and kindness ; and as lie engaged to him 
every I'avour, he said, if I knew your heart would 
be gratified by remaining with me, I would send a 
messenger to your King, and would offer him my 
friendship, and I would direct him to take Ibia 
from her father, and send her to us, whether be 
will or not. But I fear you will not allow me to 
do, what your heart would not sanction. 

I cannot possibly remain here, replied Antar ; 



every day appears a tliousaud years to me ; but I 
swear by all your munificence towards nie, were e' 
my heart to burst with the fierceness of my love 
and passion, I will not quit this country till I 
have atcomplished your wishes in destroying yout 
foul enemies : to-morrow, by the grace of God, ] 
will rout their array. To-morrow I will go out to 
the field of battle; I will challenge Khosrewan; 
and I will invite him to terminate the affair, and if 
he engages me, I will make him drink of the 
cup of death ; and afterwards I will put to flight 
these troops of horse over the plains and 
deserts. When they had finished eating and 
drinking, and their conversation about the battle 
and the contest, they retired to rest and sleep. As 
soon as the morning dawned with a smile, the 
horsemen rushed on anxious fur the figlit and the 
conflict ; and as Khosrewan was preparing to 
proceed to the field, lo ! from the Arab army there: 
came forth a man between the two ninks, and stood, 
conspicuous amidst the two armies, and both partial 
gazed at him. He was like a strong balllemenii 
quite immersed in steel ; in his hand was a sparkling 
blade, and he had a long spear slung over him, and 
under him was a steed of the colour of golc^ 
indefatigable in labour, as an Arab poet has 
described. 

" Praise a yellow steed of the colour of gold, for 
"■ he is of the horses noblest In pedigree ; his rider 
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" shall ouUtrip every warrior in the beauty of his 
" shape and paces. He may be in the evening at 
" Tekmet, and in the morning at Aleppo." 

And he gallopped over the plain to and fro, and 
he disclosed a countenance like that of a Ghoul ; 
tlie warriors and heroes marked him : and lo I it 
was the illustrious chieftain and intrepid warrior, 
Aboolfawaris, Antar the son of Shedad; and he 
came forth to put an end to the Persian contest, 
and to slay their general ; and thus return to his 
family and country with wealth and riches. He 
dashed into the centre of the army ; he disdmned 
the common herd, and would not condescend to 
challenge them. He burst on the right, and dis- 
comfited it i and slew threescore and ten — he 
rushed on to the left, and forced it in confusion on 
the right i he returned again to the centre, seeking 
carnage and bloodshed. He was mounted on a 
mare, for his horse Abjer, wounded the day before, 
was still unfit for the day of encounter. And when 
he was in the centre, between the two armies — he 
thus spoke, 

" Relieve my ptuns — ease my sorrows. Sally 
" forth, aye, every lion warrior. Taste a draught 
" at the edge of my sword, more bitter than the 
" cupB of Absynth. When death appears in the 
" crowded ranks, then clutllenge me to the meet- 
*' ing of armies. Ye Peraans, I heed ye not, I 
" heed ye not. Where is he who wishes to fight 
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*' me, and wants to make me drink the liquor of 
^^ death. Bring him forth, let him see what he 
^' will meet from my spear under the shades of the 
'* war-dust. I swear, O Ibla, he i^ll eat of death. 
By thy teeth, luscious to the kiss, and by thine 
eyes, and all the pan^ of their enchantment, and 
" their \ beauty, were thy nightly visionary form 
not to appear to me, never should I taste of 
sleep. O thou my hope ! O may the western 
" breeze tell thee of my ardent wish to return 
^^bome. May it waft thee my salutation, when 
*^ the sparkling dawn bursts the veil of night. 
May Grod mcnsten thy nights, and bedew thee 
with his rain-charged clouds. May peace dwdl 
with thee as long as the western and northern 
" breeze shall blow." 

When Antar had finished^-behold Ehosrewan — 
he appeared on the plain, and he was mounted o« 
a long tailed steed, marked with the new moon on 
his forehead, and on his body was a strong coat of 
mail well knit together, the workmanship of David ; 
and armed with an imperial casque and a ^ttering 
sword ; and under his thighs were four small darts, 
each like a blazing flame. And when he came 
forth on the field of battle he roared aloud, and con- 
temptuously of the Arabs. Antar assailed him : high 
arose the dust about them, so that they were hid 
from the sight They exhibited most extraordinary 
prowess ; the}^ separated, they clung to each other. 
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now they sported, now they were in earnest ; they 
gave and took, tliey were close, lliey were apart, 
until it was mid-day, and both had severely toiled. 
But whenever Khosrewan attempted to assail Aotar 
and strike him with his mace, he ever found him 
vigilant and on his guard, and aware of his intent. 
So he darted away from him in order to gallop over 
'he field, and would exhibit all his manoeuvres and 
stratagems; but Antiu* kept him employed, and 
wearied him, and prevented his executing his de- 
signs, so tliat.tbe chieftain's wrath became intense. 
He snatched up one of his darts, and shook it and 
hurled it at him — it flew from his hand like tlie 
blinding lightning, or desceading fate. Antar stood 
firm, and when it came near him, he met it, anil 
dexterously turning it off by liis sliield, it boiuidcd 
away, and fell upon the ground far off. Khosrewaii 
snatched out a second dart and levelled it at him ; 
but Antar sprang out of its way, and it passed 
liarmless. He aimed a third ; but Antar rendered it 
fruitless by hb dexterity and his persevering activity- 
He hurled the fourth, but it shared the same fate 
as the others. 

When Khosrewan saw how Autar bad parried 
tlie darts, his indignation was extreme. Again he 
took up his mace, and lie roared even as a lion roars 
— then stretching himself out with it, lie hurled it, 
backing it with a howl that made the plains and 
the alt rebellow. Antar threw away bis spear 
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and met the mace and caught it with his right 
hand in the air ; then, aiming it at Khosrewan, he 
cried out, take that, thou son of a two thousand 
homed cuckold ! I am the lover o( Ibla, and am 
alone— the Fhosnix of the world. Khosrewan saw 
him grasp the mace in the wr, and was horrified, 
for his strength and force were exhausted. He re- 
treated, and attempted to fly from his antagonist, for 
he was now convinced of his destruction. He moved 
round his shield between his shoulders ; but he fdt 
that his fate was nigh at hand, for the mace fell 
upon his shield more forcible than the stone of a 
sling ; furiously it rattled on the Peraan chief, and 
hurled him off his saddle to the distance of twelve 
cubiti, and broke his ribs and snapped his spine. 

Every warrior was intensely agitated at this sur- 
prizing deed ; and when the Persians saw it they 
were btwildered ; ihey rushed upon Antar, agonized 
as they were at this calamity, and exposed thdr 
lives to certain death. The Arabs received them' 
with undaunted courage at the points of thar 
spears; and their spirit was exhilarated by the acts 
of Antar. The two armies assailed, and the earth 
was pounded under the trampling of the horses. 
The horsemen and ibe elans encountered, clouds 
of dust thickiiit'd over their heads. And their 
fury incnased, till they were like the waves a[ 
the boisterous ocean. Spears penetrated through 
hearts and wuats, heads were fiying off, blood was 



boiling, cowards were scored, the (xiurageoua full of 
fire; the King of Death circled round the cup of 
mortality;' and the commands of the Most High 
were executed upiin them.*' 

Antar, the ferocious lion, felt his heart assuaged 
in the midst of slaughter, and in the concussion of 
heroes and warriors. He exhibited terrors amidst 
the concourse of lieroes, and scattered whole armies 
over the plains and the mountains. King Mon- 
zar cried out aloud to his troops, and they ex- 
posed themselves to the enemy : roused afresh was 
the flame of war ; it fiercely raged, and its sparks 
flashed ; the dust blackened the whole land, so tliat 
both earth ami heaven were veiled. The ground 
tottered under the hoofs of the noble steeds, until 
the sweat even moistened their entrails. Blood 
flowed from the throats of the chiefs. Antar strewed 
the brave on the eartli, and souls compl^ned of 
their sufferings to him who knows the secrets of the 
world. Heads were hewn from the branches of their 
bodies ; and the Fer^ans saw in the deeds of Antar 
that day, what terrified them, and magnified their 
liorror. They fell back in flight upon the plains in 
agony at their dispersion and discomfiture, and 
complaining of what had befallen their nobles and 
their chiefs- The Arabs in their rear drove ihem 
on to their fate, and truly thor desires and wishes 
were aecompUshed. As they exulted in the reaiiza- 
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tioii of tlieir hopes and expectations, they crowded 
round Antar to thank and prtiise him, and he' 
stood hefore them hke one immersed in a sea of. 
blood. Then as he recollected the horrors he hat 
suiTered, these verses boiled in his heart, and he 
thus exclaimed : — 

" Ask, O Absian maid, my spear and my sv 
" what they did on the day of the battle of the Per* 
" siana. I steeped them, whilst the spear gored 
" through the horse, in the blood of the foe mixed 
" with bitter Absynth. I dispersed the army that; 
" bellowed out their thnnders, and beneath it flashed 
" the hghtning of their swords, mounted as I waa 
" on a noble Arab charger, that flies when the 
" sword blades crash in the fight ; he neighs for joy 
" whilst the spears are directed at him, that vibrate 
" like speckled serpents. I urged him into the 
"of deaths; he snorted, and plunged into 
, " tempestuously roaring waves. How many horsu 
" men, Ibla, atthe edge of my faulcliion have tor 
" their hands with their teeth in repentance '. but 
" felled them down on the battle plain, that the w3S 
" beasts and eagles and hovering vultures migfat 
" drink of their blood. I must love the tribe (^ 
" Abs, were they even to shed my blood unra 
" venged, — >such is my love for thee, thou daught 
" of noble chiefs .' I will endure the burthen tA 
■" grievances, and sorrows, and captivity, and shew 
" that I am a warrior and the son of a warrion' 
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" May the peace of God be with thee, Ibla — soon 
" will I come to thee with my trophies! " 

Antar having finished these verses, the chiefs and 
the warriiirs were astonished at his eloquence, and 
they repaired with the spoil and plunder to the pre- 
sence of King Monzar, who started up to meet 
Antar, kissed him between the eyes, and could only 
congratulate him on his safety, for he was con- 
founded at such instances of his bravery, Horseman 
of the day, he cried, protector of Abs and Adnan ! 
all that the Persians have left this day be thine, O 
Knight of the time and age ! for thou hast earned it 
by thy sword and thy spear. Thou hast brought 
peace and comfort to the Arabs. Let this plunder 
be a grant from me to thee, together with the Asa- 
feer camels ; and moreover, out of mine own will I 
bestow immense wealth on thee ; but I cannot per- 
mit thee to wed the daughter of thy uncle any 
where but here with me in this land, and I will ftdfil 
■ all thy wishes and thy desires; for I am resolved 
to send letters to the tribes, and to assemble the 
bordes from the waters and the springs, and make 
ready for war against the just King. 

O my lord, expel that thought from your mind, 
cried Antar, for by the life of the eyes of Ihla, to 
me the strongest of oaths, I alone will stand thee 
in stead of the whole race of Arabs — never will I 
cease from the blows of my Indian sword till I have 
not left in your presence one of your enemies alive. 
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not a cuckold of them. Morcovei; ^tis my intention 
to put you in possession of the throne of Nushirvan. 
Monzar expressed his thanks, for he knew he could 
perform what he promised, from what he had ob- 
served of his intrepidity in the black rolling dust. 

Thus they entered Hirah, and rejoiced in their 
victory and triumph ; and Antar went to the habi- 
tation that was prepared for him. Monzar retired 
to rest ; but he was greatly disquieted, and feared 
Chosroe and his stratagems. 



CHAPTER VI. 

On the next day when Monzar was seated on the 
throne of his kingdom, and the horsemen of his clan 

, were around him, they consulted and deliberated, 
and they were unanimous that the Arabs should be 
written to, and precautions be taken agmnst Nushir- 
Van, And when they bad come to this resolution, 
an attendant entered, and kissing the ground, said 
— O King, excellent tidings for you in the arrival 
of your Vizier Amroo, the son of Neefeela ! Now this 
vizier was one of the oldest men of tlie age, for he 
was four hundred years old , he was well versed in 
history, and acquainted with every event, and he was 
one of the wise men who had predicted the mission 
of Mohammed the seal of Prophets and delegates ; 
and he generally resided at Mecca, expecting his 
^pearance, that he might be directed by his light- 
When Monzar heard of his arrival, hewas rejoiced 
and delighted at the good news, In a short lime he 
presented himself, and saluted him. Monzar sprang 

. up to meet him, congratulated him, and saluted 
him. O Chief, said he, you are come just at the 
very moment you are required, for I am over- 
whelmed with anxiety ; and for its removal I depend 



first on God, and then on you. I am quite discern- 
solale at the state of my affairs, and I have repented 
of what I have dime, and I wish for you, O Vizier, 
to bear some of my burthens. 

And when he hod informed him of all that had 
[>as5ed between him and Chosroe — You have in- 
deed acted wrong, King, said Amroo, in thii 
business ; verily as soon as I beard the news, I catae 
as Gist as I could from the land of Mecca and the , 
sacred shrine, fearful lest your country should be 
laid waste, and the Arab chiefs destroyed by the 
hands of the worshippers of fire, and you would 
be thus involved in disgrace and in misery. Indeed^ 
I have recomoiended to you a tliousand times 
not to make the fire-worsliippera your eneinie% 
until you should hear that Mecca is illuminated 
with the light and appearance of tlie chosen Prophet 
to be sent from Adnan, for then will the temples of 
fire be extinguished, and the palan^ be rent : bal 
now you have only to liend to error, and lake tare 
to obey the orders of this monarch, even should he 
outrage you. For you have slain his satrap aiK^ 
cut up his horsemen; so beware ol' bis deceits. 
Moderation is now most advisable; rcnoimce wrilins 
to the /Vrabs, but have patience till I go to Mo- 
dayin, and observe its inhnbitiinta, and mark lh« 
state of affiurs. I will ^i^t their minister, Mubidan, 
and reqiicst him to g^ve up this point, and direct 
him to avert from us the ill-will of Nushtn-an. 
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Your advice is most judicious, said Monzar ; act, 
O Vizier, as it seems fit to you ; I will oppose nothing 
you say. So Amroo went to repose himself; and 
then Monzar reported to him the deeds of Antar, 
how he had slain Ehosrewan, and destroyed an 
army of twenty thousand horse, and had f^ven vic- 
tory to the Arab warriors after their defeat and 
flight; the Vizier was astonished at Antar 's acts, 
and intrepidity, so superior were they to any thing 
hitherto known in deserts or towns. 

On the third day the Vizier Amroo mounted his 
horse and repaired to Modayin, having Krst recom- 
mended Monitar to treat Antar with atlention and 
kindness, and lo prevent him from returning to his 
own country. He traversed the deserts and culti- 
vated places till he reached Modayin, when he 
presented himself to Muhidan, the Cazi of the 
worshippers of fire, without ceremony and without 
permission. Mubidan rose up in haste to meet him, 
andrecedved him with the highest honour anddistinc- 
tion ; he made him sit by him, and spoke to him in 
the most friendly manner, saying, — What has 
induced you to visit me ? What has made you 
trouble yourelf about me .'' I was not at hand when 
these events look place, said the Vizier, and I was 
not present at these occurrences; I was at Mecca, 
and in those parts ; but as soon as the news reached 
me, and 1 heard how King Monzar had eaten the 
dates with the etones, I was convinced that troubles. 
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would arise between them. I came at full speed, 
for I feared some great disaster, and I wished to 
settle the business ere I died. But I did not arrive 
till all was over ; so I have hurried to you, in order 
to arrange matters, fearing that Ihese human « 
derations would bring about unnecessarily disagree- 
able cull sequences. Therefore, O Chief, be benevolent 
as long as kindness is in your power, and be not 
revengeful on account of a difference in religicm. 

Mubidan was pleased i'rom his heart, and the 
flame of his anger was extinguished. O Amroo, 
said lie, before you arrived, I had resolved to arrange 
this business : the army has returned routed, and 
its chief has been slain ; but I have not reported 
this drcunistance to the just King, fearful that blood 
would be shed, and men be slaughtered. I have 
also my anxiety about events which have lately oc- 
curred, and I with to relieve the heart of the King 
of some of his burthens ; for governments sicken 
aa men sicken, and they have no other physician 
but their Viziers ; and these are acquainted with the 
evils and the remedies. 

What is it, cried Amroo, that has troubled the 
heart of the just King; for he is the ruler of all the 
tribes ! You know that the Emperor of Greece, 
answered Mubidan, has always been accustomed to 
send to Chosroe avast (juantity of goods, and precious 
stones and metals and jewels, and mate and female 
European slaves, and other objects, in short, that the 




tongue f^s in describing. At this present time a Gre- 
cian chief is come with the treasure, and in his suite 
are five hundred horsemen of his nation, and ten 
priests, and five monks; he presented himself before 
Chosroein his palace.and spoke to him by an interpre- 
ter saying — O mighty King, I ani indeed come with 
the wealth and jewels and rich presents, such as fire 
cannot consume, and beautiful virgins and slaves ; 
but I must make one siipulntion with you, viz. that 
I will not deliver them to you, unless you have 
a horseman that can vanquish me in the field of 
battle. 

Nowthe cause of the arrival of this Chief, continued 
]Sfubidan,and of his appearance before Chosroe, was 
this extraordinary circumstance. — He had quitted 
the Isles of the Sea, in order to visit the holy shrine 
at Jerusalem, and the fountain of peace ; and when 
liis pilgrimage was terminated, he heard a good re- 
port of the cities of Syria, so he repjured thither, 
and redded there some time ; and one day being in 
the presence of Harith, in the course, he exhibited 
his horsemanship and intrepidity, far superior to 
the other horsemen. Hai-itb having remarked his 
extraordinary prowess, sent for him and presented 
him with a robe, and exalted him in rank above the 
nobles of bis court, accommodaied him in a house 
suitable to his station, and supplied him with pro- 
visions. 

And Harith for a long time engaged him against 



the warriors, and he overcame every antagonist in 
force and ability, and ia course of time he conquered 
all the armies of Syria, wlio acknowledged his intrepi- 
dity and superiority, and yielded to him the highest 
honours, so that Haritb greatly rejoiced in him; and 
he said, this is indeed the sword of Jesus ; and he 
resolved to present him to tlie Roman Emperor. 
So he wrote to the Emperor, and mentioned what 
feats this Chief had performed. Keep him with 
you, said he in his letter, and present his re- 
turning to the Isles of the Sea, in order that you 
may obtain, through him, what you wish and dedre 
from the Arabs and the worshippers of fire ; and 
he sent his letter hy a meisenger. 

On the next day Harith dispatched the Chief with 
a party of his attendants to wait on the Emperor- 
The messenger travelled with the letter till he 
reached Antioch, and being admitted to the pre- 
sence, he delivered him the letter, which he took 
and read, and having understood its secret meaning, 
was rejoiced in the Chief. He even went out to meet 
him with all the nobles of his court, and ministers 
of the kingdom. So when the Chief reached the 
suburbs, he was greatly surprised, as were all his 
companions, for he thought this meeting of the Em- 
peror was accidental, not being aware of the letter 
Harith had sent forward. The Chief dismounted 
and crossing his face before he spoke, kissed the 
earth in the presence of the Emperor, who, mucb 



surprised at the courtesy of lus manners, de^red 
him to remount his horse, and taldng him by his ads^ 
they all returned together to Antioch, every one 
gazing on the Chiefjand astonished at his gigantic 
shape anii stature, till they arrived at the city, 
when alt their anxiety and trouble being at an end, 
every one returned home. And there Iwing no one 
present, the Emperor sat down, and made the 
Chief do so likewise by his side, and invited him 
to tell his adventures, and offered him riches and 



most beneficent monarch, sdd the Chief, I left 
not my country in search of wealth, but the reason , 
of my departure was to seek the reward of virtue 
snd meritorious acts. I have reached your pre- 
sence, and my wish is to exhibit my prowess before 
the inhabitants of this land, that I may attain the 
object of my desires. The Emperor showed the 
warrior every possible attention. 

Now the name of this Chief was Badhramoot ; he 
remained three days as the Emperor's guest, on the 
third he appeared on the plain, and the horsemen 
come out against him ; but they retreated from before 
himinshame and disgrace, and hercmained galloping 
about like a d^mon. For tliree days he continually 
exhibited himself on the course, till he had marked 
all the troops of the Emperor in the combat ; and 
when the Emperor perceived his superior skill, he 
was much surprised, and wished to detain him with 
him, that he might, through him, be victoriousover 
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liis enemies ; and amongst other things he thought i 
<if manying htm to his daughter, and of sharing with I 
him hia dominions. 

One day Badhramoot came to the Emp( 
and found him sitting down, and all his treasurer 
before him ; he was selecting the best metals and 
jewels, and was putting them in cups, and was 
sealing them up, and was packing them up in. 
boxes, and was preparing them tor a Iiin^ journey 
by land. Badhramoot was much agiLited and sur- 
prised at this. To whom do you intend sending 
this treasure ? he aslced. To Chosroc Nushirvan, 
the lord of the crown and palui-e, replied tlie Em- 
peror, for lie is the King of Persia and Deelem, and 
the ruler of nations. O miinarch, ihls King, is 
he not of the religion of Jesus tlie son of Mary ? 
the chief asked. He is the great King, he replied, 
and he worships fire ; and he has annics and allin 
whose numbers are incalculable, and on this account 
I send him tiibute, and keep him ^way Grom my j 
own country. 

At these words the light became darkness iu 
Badhramoot's eyes. By your existence, O King, 
said he, I cannot allow any one to adore aught but 
ihc Messiah, in this world. We must wage a sa- 
cred war, and have a cruMtde against the inhabitants 
of that land and those cities. How can you sub- 
mit to this disgrace and indignity, anil humbfe 
yourself to a worshipper of fire ; you wlw are the 
£mper(»'ofdie religion oflhe Cross, and the Priest^s 
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govD ? I swear by him who withdrew a dead body 
irom the earth, and breathed into clay, and there 
came forth birds and beasts, I will not permit you to 
send these goods and presents, unless I go also 
against tlios^ people, and iight them with the sword's 
edge. 1 will engage ihe armies of Chosroe, and 
exert my strength against them ; if I am slain, then 
you may stand ^^ your covenant. 

Rid US of this affair, exclaimed the Emperor ; 
avert and withdraw from us the supremacy of 
Chosroe and his armies ; but do not open upon us a 
gate which we shall not be able to close : and if you 

, wish to make a journey fo the land of the King, go 
with these presents, and when you are in his pre- 
sence, tell him your own story— examine the extent 
of his dominion, and his horsemen, and the number 
of his troops, and his aUies. Ask him to let you 
fight his bold warriora — whatever you desire, he 
will grant you ; and when you have engaged the 
horsemen and succeeded in your attempt, then in- 
form me, that I may shew you what I can do. But 
i£ you find that his power is too great, conjure him 
90 spare this land and realm. 

Badhramoot agreed to this proposal, and he depart* 
ed with the presents, and he arrived at Modayin, 
his heart free from fear. He went to Chosroe and 
presented his letter, and said through an interpreter, 
O most glorious King, you know that Kings will 

I not submit to tribute until they have been van- 



quislied in battle. I am now come with all lbi» 
property as presents to you ; but I wish to av^ 
this disgrace from the Christians, and I will enfptga 
your warriors in your presence. If they slay me in 
the combat, my hlood is rightfully your's ; but if I 
am superior to all your heroes and combatants, then 
relieve us from tribute, and do not expose mankind 
to difficulties and hardships, for in all religions it a 
tyranny and oppression to shed blood. 

All this being interpreted to Chosroe, his anger 
and indignation, though considerably excited, were 
softened by the mildness of (he Chifeftain'a represen- 
tations. He pondered the subject some time, and 
then, being convinced that be had ouly made a 
reasonable demand, he turned towards his satraps 
and said— Take this Chieftain, and conduct him to 
a mansion suitable to his rank^ with his suite, and 
provide them with every thing to eat and drink) 
that we may comply with his requests; let tiw- 
property be left with him, that we may iUcewuft' 
fulfil his intenUon ; to-morrow we will go to thai 
plain to view the combat of the horsemen, and wa' 
will not receive the presents but on your terms, 

_Accordingly the satraps conducted the Chi^uid 
his suite to a spacious mansion, and left oil thd 
property witli them. The next day the armies 
mounted and repaired to the plain, and all being 
assembled, Chosroe mounted his horse, surrounded . 
by the standards and en^gns; and when the 
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tVFo parties were drawn up, the Chief cnnie forward 
like a huge camel, his priests and monks attending 
him ; he urged on his horse into the field of conten- 
tion, and the bra,ve heroes were rushing upon him 
from all sides ; but Chosroe issued orders to his 
people tlial tiiey should draw lots, and thus pro- 
ceed in rotation against him, and whoever shoidd 
conquer him should receive all the presents he 
brought with him. 

When the combatants heard this, they retired 
from the scene of combat and drew lots, and the lot 
fell upon the first of the generals named Shirkan, 
son of Tirkan. He sallied out against the Chief; 
but the Grecian warrior waiting till he came close 
.to him, drew his foot out of his stirrup, struck him 
on the breast with his foot, and hurled him on the 
aground. The whole body of horsemen were 
confounded, and their limbs trembled within them. 
Again they drew lots, and tire lot fell upon a 
sturdy warrior, one of the worshippers of fire : he 
{ought with various arms, and he was indetaligable 
in the combat; he rushed at him armed with a 
mace, roaring like a lion ; he opened wide his arm 
as he came near to him, and endeavoured to strike 
him and knock him down ; but the Chief struck 
him. with the but-end of his spear, and dashed him 
tb> the earth ; he had already drawn out the Iwrb 
^om his spear; and there was not a combatant that 

Se forward but be stretched him on the ground: 
i 
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and litifore the close of ihe day be had vanquiobcd 
a hundred valiant narriors. Then Chosroe senc 
for him, and received him kindly, and f^ve him 
a robe. By the burning of fire and its flames, Mid 
he, you have earned all this property from tboe 
v-ile miscreants. 

Chosroe then returned, and he was gtettifi 
enroled with his own troops; hut the Chieftut' 
was rejoiced, and he reposed that night in secuii^. 
The next day he returned to tlie contest, anil 
Nushirvan also mounted his horse, and the co^1bil^^ 
was the same as the first day ; and the Grecioa 
quitted not the scene of action dll lie had overcome 
more than a hundred warriors, many with their rifa* 
broken, suffering the pangs of death and perditionj 
And Chosroe was exceedingly wrath with his troopa.- 

Thus continued the Chief to engage the heroes 
of Persia for fiOcen days, and he excelled them all ;• 
and the armies of Chosroe were disgraced. Ib> 
affliction he paaI^ed the night, and he rose up tD* 
grief and gloom. Matters were in this situational 
when lo ! Mubidan entered. O Vizier, cried Cho»>i 
roe, wateh over us in this important affair ; bcljolcti 
what is befalling us with respect to ihis cxperW 
raced Greek, for verily, he will tear our empire m 
pieces with his intrepidity ; and we are unable (0 
rid ourselves of his power. I wish to write to» 
Kbosrewaa, to oomc to us with liis horsemeit, 
Hgun3t this Grecian deviL 



263 

Hefrain from 8uch espressions, O King, siud 
Mubidan, for you may still accumplish your wish, 
and degrade and hold in contempt this Chieftain, 
and the afKiir terminate to your glory and success. 
How can that be ? aaid the King, and what do you 
propose ? My opinion is, said he, that you write 
to your Lieutenant, King Monzar, the ruler of the 
Arabs, under whose command are all the tribes, and 
order him to send you a few of his slaves, and they 
will subjugate for you this obstinate Chief, and will 
accomplish what you covet and desire; for the 
Arab horsemen are the horsemen of victory and 
conquest ; they only are brought up in plains and 
locks, in battle and slaughter ; in such emergencies 
the horsemen of Hijaz are most renowned; but our 
horsemen, O King of the worlJ, are only &med for 
magnificent entertainments. 

. The King laughed, and said — How can this be 
brought about, Mubidan ? Monzar is irritated ag^nst 
us by wliQt has happened between me and him, 
iiwing to the satrap Khosrewan, who is now gone 
against him with bis troops and forces, and I have 
no intelligence of him. Live for ever, King of 
the world, said Mubidan ; but for your Satrap, the 
fire has received his soul, and its smoke and its 
flames have consumed him. His army is returning 
routed and beaten. I have kept this circumslance 
f. secret from you, but now the fire has made me 
Jiink it proper to disclose it to you. 
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O Vizier, said Choaroe, greatly distressed — In tiii* 
extremity, what is yowr plan ; how can I pos^Ujp 
send lo Monznr, now that he has rent in pieces 
honour, and slain a satrap of my government ? 

O King, said the Vizier, the honor of your 
pire is in his hands— he alone can save it; for h^ 
possesses a warrior of the race of Adnan, who would 
encounter every horseman and hero yoii posseot 
Then informing him of all that conceme<i Antd^ 
from beginning to end — It would, in my opining, 
be ri^t, added he, to send to King Monzar a toM 
and presents, and direct him to produce before yoB 
this lion horseman, for he will surely destroy joA 
Chief, and will remove this distress and affliction 
from your heart. But, said Choaroe, I fear Monzar 
will not obey my orders, and he will suppose 
dismav has stricken ub. 

Be assured, O great King, said Mubidan, thatj 
Monzar is terrified at your wrath and your Vf 
geanee, and just now his Vizier Amrop, the 
Nefeelah, came to me, and asked me to inferc< 
with you, and request you would pass 
he has done, and forgive his improper 
Well, said Chosroe, do what you think proper 
perhaps the difficulty may be removed. Order 
horseman into our presence, and promise him 
our part all manner of riches. So Mubidan dtf-' 
parted, and having acqumnted the Vizier Amro^^S 
with what had occurred on this unportant pointy f 
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he de^red him to write to Monzor, and tell him 
what had passed, ordering him to bring Antai into 
the presence of the King at Modavin. 

The Vizier wrote ihc letter, as follows—" To 
him whoii) we acknowledge as King Monzar, Kng 
of the Arabs, Ruler of the tribes Lakhm and 
Juzam and Shihan ! Know, O King, that the busi- 
ness on which I came has been effected, and all your 
projects are accomplished. Moreover, I have pro- 
mised Chosrop, the monarch of the world, that 
Antar shall overcome this Grecian Chief, and shall 
relieve his heart from his present distress and afflio- 
tion ; come therefore hither without delay, and be 
there no other answer to this letter but placing your 
foot in the stirrup."- He folded and sealed the let- 
ter, and dispatched it under the wings of a bird, and 
they remained expecting the result. But the Chief, 
as soon as the day dawned, sent some of his peo- 
ple and horsemen to demiuid of Chosroe permis- 
to go out to the plain that he might again engage 
in his presence his armies and hia warriors. So 
Chosroe mounted, and all his pet pie and horse- 
men also came forth : and the Greek overpowered 
the heroes of Persia, who combatted with liim ewen 
to tlie close of the day, when they returned ; and 
the p^ry and honoiO' of die Persians were tar- 

Thenext day the two parties mounted and were 
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drawu up in order ; and the Grecian fought, unl 
galloped, and charged, and sought tnr the combfc 
ants and antagonists, when I"' a horsotnan froni 
Deetem, Baliram by name, the son of Johram, en- 
gaged him, and he was a warrior rapid as a bunung 
flanie, and he fought Ktth different sorts of arms 
indefatigable in « ar. He was the son of the uncle of 
that Khoarewan whom Antar had slain, Aiitar, the 
destroyer of horeem^ ! On that day iie fought <m 
the plain, and he wore a DaviHatn (-uiras<;, solid 
and firm, that blunted the javelin's point, and in 
hia hand he bore a pike with which he gave the 
blow of death. He was aIbo girt with a cleaving 
faulchion, and under his thighs were four short.' 
javelins. He ussaulled the Chief with all his fkaxi^. 
and engaged with him in the combat. < 

Their engagement at first was sport and plaj> 
but it ended in impetuosity and fury. They 
continued iheir labours and exertions till mid.daT,j 
and the Greek having experienced Baliram'a mi^it 
and strength, at length put forth all his powers and 
ener^es in the contest; and ihe pike of the Cliicf 
was without a barb, as he bad agreed on in the 
presence of Chosroe Niishirvan. But be stretched 
his band over the pommel of his saddle, and plucked 
out a barb hke the tongue of a set pent, and 
fastened it on the end of hifi pike, and rushed 
upon Bahram in his rage ; he e: 
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towards his chest, and he gave a loud shout; but 
Bahrain struck it with his sword and clipped it 
dF. The Greek threw away his pike, and drew 
ibrth his sword from the scabbard, and they 
engaged with their sabres till both were near par- 
taking of the draught of death. Then the ranks 
closed upon them, and the Deelemites rejoiced in 
their warrior, and their expectations were raised 
high. The warriors ceased not the battle and the 
contest till the end of the day, when they separated 
unhurt; and neither had marked his adversary. 
So they retired, and each related to his companions 
the circumstances of the conflict. Chosroe sent for 
Bahram and gave him a robe. 

Early next day Chosroe mounted, attended by 
the Persians, and Turcomans, and Deelemites, drawn 
up in ranks on the plain of battle. The Grecian 
Chief came with all his suite, and charged and 
galloped over the plain. Bahram came down upon 
him, and they dashed at each other and charged to 
and fro, and ranged over the plain, extending their 
kmg spears till every eye was sickened : then they 
commenced the battle, and continued till sun-set, 
when they again separated unhurt. But Chosroe 
was greatly distressed, and he ordered the Ma^ to 
make a circuit of the fire in his presence, and to 
throw aloe of Comorin into it, praiwng the unity of 
the adored King: so they did as he ordered. And 
the Chief performed the same ceremony, and hisi 
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priests and monks recited the Gospel, and mariud 
themselves ivitfa the Cross, and both parties reposed, 
in blasphemy and heresy. 

The next day at dawn the horsemen wore ready 
fimr the contest, when lo ! a dust arose and ob^cund 
the land ; and there appeared coming forth a 
hundred horsemen, all sturdy Arabs, armed witli 
long spears and sharp swords, mounted on noble 
coursers. King Monzar headed them, and by hn 
ade was Antar. The Vizier and Mubidan went 
out to meet them with a party of satraps and 
horsemen, and the troops on all sides crowded to 
look at them. Alubidan related to Antar all that 
had passed between the Grecian and Bahram. 

O Vizier, said the lion Antar, assure the just 
King, whose beneficence and liberaUty are well? 
known, that I will encounter this Grecian, and 
Bahram, and all the warriors of Persia, Turkistan 
and Deelem, and will not leave a man in Modayin. 
Mubidun smiled, for he was convinced he could 
execute what he s^d, observing the immensity o£ 
his bulk, and the horror of bis form, and the roll* 
ing of his eyes, and the muscular powers of hi* 
arms. 

Horseman of the age, said he, should you not 
execute your engagement, and not slay this hero (rf 
the Cross ? — If I do not fulfil my agreement, cried 
Antar, drag me by my feet through the temple of 
fire, and make a sacrifice of me. Mubidan smiled. 



uid he introduced him to the officers of Government 
who wore golden bracelets on their arms, and af- 
terwards to those who wore crowns on their heads. 
King Monzar dismounted, and all his horsemen, and 
then entered the apartments of the Nobles, and the 
' Viziers, and Satraps, and Grandees, and DignilarieB- 
Antar was in amazement at what he saw, and the 
people also stared and gazed at him ; and this con- 
tinued till thev came before Chosroe. Monzar 
stepped forward and saluted liim, and prayed 
for a continuande of his glory and power. Then 
Antar too paid his homage, and thus spoke: 

" May Grod avert from thee the evils of fortune, 
" and maysC thou live secure fi-om calamities ! 
'^ May thy star be ever biilhant in progressive 
" prosperity, and increase in glory ! May thy 
" sword be ever sharp, and cleave the necks of 
'■ thy foes, thou King of the age ! May tliy 
*' renown be ever celebrated in every land, for thou 
" art just and beneficent. So mayst thou ever hve 
*' a Sovereign in glory, as long as the dove pours 
" forth its plaintive note." 

Chosroe was stonished at Antar's eloquence, and 
was confounded at the height of his person, and 
his prodigious form, and the rolling of his eyes, 
and the strength of his arms. O King of the 
world, said Mubidan, this is he who has slain vour 
satrap Khosrewan, and destroyed his army of 
twenty thousand bndles, and he is come now to 
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take away the life of thti Greek, and to rentoir 
every grief and sorrow from your heart, and ao 
doubt he will slay all thai are wilh him. Should 
this be the case, said the Monarch, we »iU pardon 
his fault, and ennoble him with gifts- Lt't them 
repose : treat them with all kindness and hospitality. 
And he sent for King Monzar, and gave him a robe. 
King of the Arabs, said he, the ern>r was mine 
at first, and hi^ who raised this rebellion amongst 
you ; but the fire has destroyed liini in your pre- 
sence. The heart of Monzar was delighted at tiiese 
words, and his joy was great. 

And when Mubidan wished to pitch tents for 
tliem that they might repose till the next day — 
By the Holy Shrine, cxelaimetl Antar, I will not 
eat meat with you, or drink wine with you, un6l I 
have slain this foul-raced Greek, and made him 
dritik the cup of death : for he has moved the heart 
of thcjust King. So he prepared his arms and 
his cuirass, and sprang from the giwund on tJie 
back of his horse. Mubidan informed Chosroe of 
what Aniar had said, and he went forth with all 
. his Viziers, Satraps, Princes and Deputies, to see the 
result of the combat between tlic two warriors, 

Mubidan alsd repaired to the Gredan Chief, and 
sfud — Know that Chosroe has in his justice acted 
towards you with the greatest impartiality, and he 
lias loaded you with favours, and he tuts only found 
amongst his people, Bahram, that can contend with 
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you ; and the King observes even his inferiority. 
But as he'doea not wish that his reputation should 
be lost, his Vicegerent over the Arabs is arrived 
this day, and witii him a warrior selected from 
the heroes of Arabia, who says he will meet you 
and make your companions and comrades groan for 
you. So prepare ; and if you kill him or overcome 
him, return to your master with all the property 
you have brought with you. 

Badhramoot was overjoyed at this ; his bosom 
swelled, and he was in extasy, and he said— Let 
Choaroe order out this angry horseman — this day 
will I haste against him, and make him drink the 
cup of disgrace. And Mubidan added — Let the 
persons of your faith bear witness for you. Antar 
understood not what they were saying— Prepare for 
battle, he cried ; and immediately the Greek let go 
the bridle, and assailed Antar the son of Shedad. 
Autar was like a furious lion, as he thus spoke : 

*' This day I will aid King Monzar, and I will 
*' exhibit my powers and ray prowess before 
" Chosroe ; I will break down the support of Greece 
" from its foundations, and I will sever Badhra- 
" moot's head with my scimitar. I will exterminate 
'" every lion hero with my sword : let him vaunt, 
" let him boast, let him scoff. Is it not known 
" that my power is sublime on high !— Is it not 
" among the stars in the vicinity of Jupiter ? I 
" am he whose might is uncontroulable in batde. 
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" I am of the race of Abs, the valiant lion of. 
" the cavern. If thou art Badhramoot, I am 
•' coUed Antar among men. It was ensy for me tb 
" vanquish the armies of Chosroe in the contest 
" and Boim will I overthrow Caesar's self with my 
" spear. Hear the words of an intrepid lion, resiv 
"lute, undaunted, ail-conquering. I am he of 
"whom warriors can bear witness in the combat 
" under the turbid battle-dust. My sword is iny 
" companion in the night-shades, as are also my 
" Abjcr, and my lance and my spear in tlie conflicts. 
" Night is my complexion, but day is my emblem; 
" the sun is unquestionably the mirror of my deeds. 
" This day thou shall feel llie truth of what I 
" have said : and I wiU prove tiiat I am the PhtEoix 
" of the age.'"' 

Then Antar rushed down upon the Grecian hke 
a cloud, and the Greek met him like a blazing Sie- 
They eiigsgi'd like two lions ; they maddened at 
each other hke two camels, and tliey dashed, 
ogtunst each other like two mountains, so that they 
frightened every eye with their deeds, A dust 
rose over them that hid them from the sight for 
two hours. The Greek perceived in Antar some- 
thing beyond his caparity, and a sea where there 
was no rest : he was terrified and agitated, and ex* 
claimed— by the Messiah and his disciples .' this 
biscuit is not of the same leaven — this is the hour 
of contention ; and now is the time for struggle and 




exertioii. So he shouted and roared at Antor and 
attacked him with hia spike-pointed spear, and dealt 
him a furious thrust ; but Antar eluded it by a 
dexterous movement, and struck him with the heel 
of his lance under the arm, and made him totter on 
the back of his horse ; and he almost hurled him on 
the ground : but Badramoot with infinite intrejndity, 
sat firni on his horse's back, and gallopped to tbe 
further part of the plain. Antar waited patiently till 
he had recovered, and his spirit was renewed, when 
he returned upon him like a ferocious lion, and 
recommenced the conflict. 

King Monzar was highly gratified at the deeds 
of Antar, and felt convinced that he was only spar- 
ing him, and dallying with him, and tliat had lie 
wished to kill him, he would have done it. But 
the Monarch was perfectly astonislied at Antar's 
courage; and turning to his attendants, said to 
them — By the essence of fire, this is indeed horse- 
manship and intrepidity. Never have I remarked 
such but in an Arab ! And he advanced towards 
the field of battle tliat he might observe what pas- 
sed between these dreadful combatants, and that 
he might see how the affair would terminate. 

Now Bahram, when he perceived that Antar was 
superior to himself in strength, and was mightier than 
the Greek in the conflict, felt assured that he would 
obtun the promised reward ; so he was seized with 
the disease of envy, which preyed in flames upon 
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his heart and his body, particularly when he heard 
that Antar liad slain the son of his unde ; then he 
resolved to l)ctray Antar, and make him drink <^ 
the cup of perdition. So he waited till both were 
involved in dust, when he drew from under his 
thigh a dart more deadly than the misfortunes of 
the age ; and when he eame near Antar, he raised 
his arm and aimed at him the blow of a powerful 
hero. It started from his hand like a spark of fire; 
but Antar was quick of mind, and his eyes were 
continually turning to the right and to the left, for 
he was amongst a nation that were not of his own 
race, and that put him on his guard, and he instantly 
perceived Bahram as he aimed his dart at him ; and 
then casting away his spear out of his hand, he caught 
the dart in the air with his heaven-endowed force 
and strength, and rushing at the Greek, and shout- 
ing at him with a paralysing voice, he struck him 
with that very dart in the chest, and it issued out 
quivering like a flame through his back ; then nheeU 
ing roimd Abjer, like a frightful lion he turned down 
upon Bahram ; but Chosroe, terrified lest Antar 
should slay Bahram, cried out to his attendants — 
Keep off Antar from Bahram, or he will kill him, 
and pour down annihilation upon him. So the 
warriors and the satraps hastened after the dreadful 
Antar, and conducted him to Chosroe, and as the 
foam burst from his lips, and his eye-balls flashed ' 
fire, he dismounted from Abjer, and thus spoke : 
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' May God perpetuate thy glory and happiness. 
" and mayst thou ever live in eternal bibs! O 
" thou King mighty in power, and the source of 
" justice on every occasion ! I have left Badrali- 
" moot prostrate on the sands — wallowing in blood. 
" At the thrust of my spear he fell dead, and his 
" flesh is the prey of the fowls of the mr. 1 left 
** the gore spouting out from him like the stream 
"on the day of the copious rmo. I am the 
" terrible warrior ; renowned is my name, and I 
" protect my friend from every peril. Should 
" Cnssar himself oppose thee, O King, and come 
" against thee with his countless host, I will leave 
*' him dead with his companions. True and unvar- 
" nished is this promise. O King, suhlimc in 
" honours — illustrious and happy, thou art now 
" firm refuge^ and my stay in every crisis. Be 
" kind then, and grant me leave to go to my 
" family, and to prepare for my departure : for my 
" anxiety, and my passion for the noble-minded, 
" brilliant-faced Ibla are intense. Hail for ever — 
" bo at peace — live in everlasting prosperity, sur- 
" rounded by joys and pleasures !" 

Chosroc again marvelled at his eloquence, and 
clothed him with an imperial robe, and presented 
him five Arab horses, with saddles of burnished gold, 
studded with [)earls and jewels. He then addressed 
Mubidan, and said — Deliver to this warrior all 
that came with the Gre^, irhether merchandize or 



beautiful maidens ; and he knew no bounds to his 
generosity, adding— Bring iiim to me to-morrow that 
I may exalt him with favours, and that I may make 
him one of our Viceroys of the age. Do ye want any 
thing further ? cried he to the companions of the 
Greek ? Does any one wish for the combat and the 
conflict ? If so, let him hasten to the field of battle. 

No more talk we of war and contention, said 
they all ; we only came to this country with the 
Chief to be witnesses of this event and conflict ; 
«nd verily, O King of the age, we have experienced 
every justice from you. So they departed, and 
turned away their steeds, and traversed the pluns 
and deserts, hardly crediting tlieir eflcape. 

Chosroe repaired to his palace, and Mubidan had 
charge of Antar's affairs : he conducted him and 
Monzar to the house of the Greek Chief, where 
were the treasures and the presents. He opened 
itll'the trunks, and presented to Aboolfawaris all the 
peark and the jewels and the precious stones. 
Antar rejoiced and smiled, and exclaimed — O what 
)0y ! where are thine eyes, O Ibia? but by the 
faith of an Arab there is not in all the treasures of the' 
King, one atom of her, no not one grain. And as 
he regarded the maidens of Greece and of Europe 
and tlie Cophtian slave girls, his joy was increased, 
and he blessed the termination of his expedition ; 
and he kissed Mubidan's breast and beard, and he 
pruised him in these words ; 
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Thou hast granted me favours, and I must 

publish my gratitude; thou hast accomplished 

I ^^ my every wish for happiness. I will thank thee 

'^ as long as I live, and if I die, my bones in didr 

" grave shall praise thee." 

Mubidan was truly gratified at Antar'^s praises. 
Renowned hero, said he, we do not mean that you 
should be content with this small giftj for this 
is not our property. .You shall soon behold our 
ben^eficence; this is the wealth and these the 
jewels, the blue-eyed (Grreek, whom you killed and 
made to drink of the cup of death and disgrace, 
brought with him. ' But we would not have 
consigned this most precious property, and these 
maidens who resemble the constellations, but to one 
who should vanquish and debase him: and verily, 
you are the irresistible one, that has done tl^t, and 
the property becomes your property, and you have 
obtained it by your actions. He then ordered the 
slaves to spread carpets in a splendid mansion, and 
to arrange the vases and ewers ; and they did as 
they were ordered ; they laid out the dinner tables 
before Monzar and Antar and their companions. 
And when Antar observed the variety of delicious 
meats, of muttcHi and pigeons and thrushes, and 
. the quantity of doves, and the profusion of sweat- 
meats, he turned towards Monzar, and said — My 
lord, are these various viands their usual victuals? 
are they at all times accustomed to such luscious 
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things ? for I iee here do camel's fledi. What art 
ihou talking of? cried Monaar ; think no njow of 
the inhabiinnts of ihe wilds and destrtK, and thotf 
that drink camels milk night and day ; liabituitt 
thyself to the inhabitants uf towns and cities, (at 
thou must live in the vicinity of great Kingfc 
So Aniar ate till he was satisfiet.) ; the glasM* 
passed round, and they killed the jovial houn ill 
mirth and mernincnt : and when the female slave* 
knew they were the property of Antar, they c 
to offer tlicir service, and whenever he got up or 
ut down, they Burroundcd him : but he would not 
take the least notice of them, for no one but Ibla 
was in his heart. 

O Aboolfawaris, said Monzar, thou dost not 
delight in, or seem to look on thy slaves with 
pleasure; or fctl sensible of ihy high dignity. He- 
move all painful reflections, or thoughts of thine 
own country, for ihoti liast risen to the rank cf 
princes; and were the Chieftains of thy natioi 
see thee, how they would envy thee ! Antar heard 
this ; he sighed from his sorrowing heart, and tears 
flowed from his eyes. O my lord, said he, I swear 
by your existence, all tJiis grandeur has no value, 
no charm in my ejA; lo%'c of my native land 
is the fixed passion of my soul, and he thut 
c(H)tinued: 

" The fresh breeze comes in the mom, and wheo 
" it blow* on cue with its refreshing essence, i( ■> 
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** more grateful to me than ^11 which my power has 
^^ obtamed in nightly depredations— than all my 
** p-operty and wealth. The realms of Chosroe I 
*^ would not covet, were the phantom of my love to 
** vanish from my sight. May the showers of rain 
" ever bedew the lands and mounds of Sheerebah ! 
^* lands, where the brilliancy of the veiled full 
moons may be seen in the obscurity of their sable 
ringlets — where my heart chases among them, a 
*^ damsel whose eyes are painted with antimony, 
** more lovely than the Houri. Thou mayst see 
*^ in her teeth a liquor when she smiles, where the 
** wine cup is studded with pearls. The fawn has 
^ borrowed the magic of her eye, and it is the haa 
^^ of the earth that chases its prey for her beauty. 
Lovely maid — delicately formed— -beauteous— en- 
chanting ! and at her charms is the brightness of 
the moon abashed. .0 Ibla, the anguish of 
absence is in my heart — thou mayst see the shafls 
of death driven through my souL O Ibla, did 
not thy visionary form visit me by night, I should 
pass the night in sorrows and restlessness. O 
Ibla, how many calamities have I endured and 
^^ have plunged into them with my highly tempered 
^^ &ulchion, whilst the charging steeds and uiv- 
** daunted warriors dive into the ever perilous 
** ocean of death.*' 

Monzar was greatly surprised at Antar*s fluency 
of speech, and the force of his love and pasnon, and 
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he began conversing with him about what occu- 
pied his mind ; and thus they continued till it 
dark, and sleep came upon them. So they passed 
the night there. In the morning came Mubidan to 
them, accompanied by a troop of slaves. He com- 
plimented them, and enquired about their night's 
rest, and how they were pleased. Mount your 
horses, he continued, to go and compliment Chosroe, 
for he is prepared to. go out huniing and amuse him- 
self. As to me, said Antar, I have no other desire 
hut speedily to return to my family and my coun try, 
that my friends and companions may see rac, and 
the Asafecr camels I have with me as a mamage 
dower for my uncle's daughter. 

Mubidan smiled at these words, and knew his 
wish and object. O Aboolfawaris, s^d he, your ex- 
pectations shall be gratified with respect to the Asa- 
feer camels, alt laden, and many others besides; and 
you shall not return to your native land, "ere you re- 
ceive them all piled up with burthens. Antar express- 
ed his thanks, and with Monzar mounted, and they 
all accompanied Mubidan, till on perceiving Nushir- 
van,theyinstantly dismounted. Antar presented him- 
self, and attempted to kiss Chosroe's feet in the stir. 
rup, but the King not only prevented him, but stoop- 
ed towards him and kissed him between the eyes ; 
and never had Nushirvan conferred such a mark of 
disOnction on any one but Antar, the destroyer of 
heroes, on account of his having vanquished the 
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Greek warrior, and having removed distress and 
affliction from his mind. He ordered some noble 
Arab horses to be brought before Antar ; and the 
satraps delivered to him some of the finest bi'eed, all 
glittering with housings of burnished gold. Antar 
mounted, and Chosroe kept him by his side and 
treated him as a companion, and conversed with 
him, and .enquired about his night's rest, and his 
love for his tribe and friends. They continued 
their ride till they reached the hunting spot ; but 
no one entered that place except Nushirvan, when 
he wished to hunt and amuse himself; and gijards 
were stationed over it on all sides, fearful that any 
one should enter ; and as it was filled in all quar- 
ters and directions, the wild beasts and deer ran 
away from before them; and as the horsemen 
advanced, the birds took to flight from every part ; 
the warriors gallopped and the heroes raced their 
steeds, and they spread abroad in all directions. 

When Antar observed this sport, he urged on his 
horse with the other riders, and pursued a herd of 
deer with great eagerness, and at length overtook 
them; he gallopped among them, and stretched 
many of them on the plain, and he was much amu- 
sed and pleased. But whilst he was thus occupied, 
behold an horseman pounced down upon him like 
an eagle, and as he came up to him, he opened wide 
his arm, and stretching himself out, struck Antar a 
violent blow ; it fell between his shoulders } it stag- 
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gered him, and almost laid him prostnle ; but he 
recovered himself; he was however tottering fram 
the back of his horse, when— Take that, ihou Hed- 
jaz dog ! cned the villain ; and if tliou hast Wf ■ 
breath of life in thee, come on and figlit, inr I i 
slay thee, thou vile black, as thou siewest my 
an Khosrewon, and the Greek, and made them djiiilc< 
<^ the cup of death and disgrace ; and lliou haat 
obtained possession of all that property and tboae 
beauteous slaves, and thou art exalted in the pre* 
aencc of Chosroe. 

Now this horseman was Bohram, tlie Chief ot 
Deelem. He conceived o^iinst Antor a deadly hatred 
and envy, which eonsumed his heart nnd his body; 
and when Choaroe ordered him not to get into anjr 
disputes with Antnr, warning him against his 
perior powers, fiuhram went to his own |>copIe^ 
and said lo them— If this slave depart in safety with 
all his spoil and plunder, our honour will be debased 
among the tiibes of the Cross and the Priestl* 
gown, and no one will have any respect for us. 
From that time he indulged lo such a degree fait 
envy against Antar, that he watched him till he 
thus caught him ulone in the hunt, and traitorously 
assailed him. But he knew not that Aranr wasi 
warrior, fixed as the mountain's routs; iiud as he 
still saw him firmly seated on his horse, he grasped 
his sword and advanced at him ; but Antar, recovcsr- 
ing from the violence of the blow, wheeled rouod bi» 
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Jiorse and waited till he recognised liis foe : then he 
sought him as a bird of prey the weakest dove, and 
his assault was the assault of the fiercest lion ! and 
thus he addressed him : 

" The Almighty has exposed thee to a Hon 
warrior, that thou mayest fall subdued by my 
sword, O thou, sprung from the worshippers of the 
^^ sunbeams, and from those who adore the blazing 
" flames. Fate will repay thee, for it has devoted 
thee to the fight with me, and to the horrors of 
my strength Despair ; all thy hopes are frus- 
^* trated, founded on the crush of thy mace and the 
'* warrior-yell. Thou art indeed Kke the moth, 
^^ that when it sees the flame, imagines its safety is 
'^ in its destruction. Stand firm then to the spear« 
** thrust of him whose force thou hast soughtl 
^^ Thou wouldst insult a lion, powerful in every 
** combat. Take then the spear-thrust from the 
*^ hand of one to whom the daemons of the desert 
*^ have bowed in submission, and from whom they 
** implore the aid of God.'' 

Then he came down on him like a cloud, and he 
aimed a slight thrust at him with the heel of 
his spear, and broke his ribs, and threw him from 
the back of his horse the distance of two spear's 
lengths. The warriors of Deelem beheld the deed, 
and thought he was dead and in a state of annihi* 
lation ; and they all rushed down upon Antar^crymg 
at him in their various dialects. But he met them 



like a flash oflightningiond he began driving at theitf 
and repulsing them — his eye-balls tiirne<l red, they 
appeared like crimson blood -he grasped his never 
failing Dliami in his hand, resolied not tii leave a 
Deelemite alive. Just then came u]) Chosroe with 
his visiers and satraps, and they cried out to the 
Deelemites in Persian, for they had heard what 
Bohram had done ; and the Heeleniites withdrew 
from the combat, saying, this blaek slave haa 
brought disgrace upon us, and has slain our Chief 
'Tis false, said Mnbidan, ye foul wretches ol" Deelem, 
your Chief is the aggressor ; but he ought in duty 
to have treated him kindly, and have waited on 
him himself, for he has done for us what no human 
being could do, and if he has slain your Chief, he 
is not to blame. 

Mubidan then requested Antar to advance, whff 
related all that had passed between him and Boh- 
ram ; and Chosroe believed his words, for he 
aware of the folly of his servant. He then ordered 
his satraps to seize the Deelemites, and bring them 
before him to strike off their heads. They sc 
them all, and pinioned their shoulders and bound 
their arms. But Antar, seeing Bohram's atlendanfa 
thus disgraced, dismounted from Abjcr, and ad- 
vanced towards the great King, and kissing the 
earth before him, begged him to pardon them, 
saying, O my lord ; pardon is becoming in you, and 
most suitable for such as you — here I kiss your. 
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noble hands, praying you to for^ve them this 
crime, for to-morrow I intend to return home : my 
objects and wishes with respect to you are accom- 
plished, and I do not wish to be mentioned after 
my departure, but ((at virtuous deeds ; and let it 
not be said of me, I went unto a tribe, and left it 
in disgrace, and clothed with shame. 

Chosroe admired Antar's benevolence and gene- 
rosity of soul; he granted his request, and released 
the Deelemites: At mid-day he returned from the 
hunt, and repaired to a. garden unequalled in any 
city of the world, and in it was collected all that 
the lip or the tongue can covet. It was a superb 
palace, like a fairy pavilion — ninety cubits in 
length, and seventy cubits wide, built of marble 
and red cornelian ; in the centre was a fountain 
iilled with rose water and purest musk, in the 
middle of it was a column of emerald, and on its 
summit a hawk of burnished gold ; its eyes were 
topazes and its beak jasper ; round it were various 
birds, scattering from their bills upon Cliosroe and 
all that were present, musk and ambergris. The 
w^ble edifice was scented with perfumes, and the 
ceilings of the palace glittered with gold and silver. 
It was one of the wonders of the period, and the 
miracle of the age. ^Vhen Antar entered, hig 
mind was bewildered at the pictures and colours be 
saw, and he thus expressed himself. 

" A Palace — greetings and peace be on it — Tnne 
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" lias spread its beauties over it. A Palnce— ih 
" roots of cities might etand beneath its roof. 
" it are tlie directions for the paths of i 
" Strong arc its columns, gikied are its walls] 
" mankind may glorj in its magnificence. 
" its gales have jewels and pure unalloyed gcii 
" disposed their honours ; there is nothing furt 
" to be desired. On it arc the wonders of i 
" gpedcs of miracle ; the seniles are bewildered b 
** describing it ; beautifully perfect is every elegaa 
" device : nothing can exceed its excellence. And the 
" King shines above all Kings in his acts and hii 
" justice — May days and years endure for him !" 
At the upper end of the gardens tliere wi 
raised for Chosroc, a throne of burnished gold an 
pillars of green emerald, and pedestals of silver thit 
sent forth refulgent rays in the darkest night 
Round it were stools of ivory and ebony inlaid n 
brilliant gold. Chosrue sealed himself on tfa 
tlirone, and ordered Monzar and Antar to »t b 
him: thus exalting him high above all that wta 
present. The attendants and suite also sat dowaf 
every one took his place ; and they were no s 
arranged than the dinner tables were 8er\'cd witk 
various dainties, and a profusion of fruits and 
Eweatmcats. Chosroc advanced, and all that « 
present, and partook of the repast. But Antar^ 
eyes were in confusion. He sat donn on bis kneet, 
and bared his arms, chucking the things into hia 
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mouth, but never moved his jaws : he gorged him- 
self like an hungry Arab, and roared like a wild 
beast, to the great amazement of Chosroe, who 
supplied him with every variety that was before 
him : and Antar devoured them, as he asked Mon- 
zar the name of each. So they brought him meats 
of all kinds till he had crammed his stomach ; then 
raising his head up he thus spoke : 

Hail, O King, whose bounties, in his age, stand 
in lieu of the rain. O thou, the Kiblah* of 
petitioners — O crown of glory — O full moon of 
** this period — O thou planet Saturn. O thou 
** whose seat is raised above Pisces — O thou the 
*^ refuge of all that sorrow — thy station is on high 
** far above the world— it is a rain-cloud that 
** bestows its showers on mankind. When he fights, 
** all the world fear his assaults, as if a lion 
** were by his side. He is the seat of justice in his 
** age — liberality and equity reign in his realms. 
** O ye dwellers in the land of Abs, I have received 
*^ from Chosroe and his munificence, what cannot be 
** described or enumerated — no day can suffice to 
** detail an account of such goodness. The King 
** has attained the heights of virtue by his glory ; 
*^ and happiness dwells in his palace. With him I 
*^ am firmly established in honour^ and in his 
" gardens I have beheld a fountain whose waters 
abound like his favors, and the Hberality of his 

* The point to which the Arabs turned their faces in prayer. 
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" palm. Hia garden cMDtaiiis every flower of evwy 
" species, and brilliant are their charms. The birds 
" in every note sing as if they wcjre praising hia 
" bounties to iis. He is a King ! whenever } 
" charges tn the day of battli', the lions of the wi 
" are astonished at his greatness, Victory is among: 
"his companions, and glory and honour are his- 
"fiiends. Amongst nations then will I speak my 
" gratitude for his favours, and I will engage the 
" horsemen on his ade,"" 

When Antar had delighted the Eng by his elo- 
quence, the slaves presented him the wine, and 
they poured him out wine that was like fire, and re- 
sembled the rosy cheeks of a mistress, till the liquor 
played with his wits, and refreshed all the pleasures 
he had enjoyed. Antar looked upon this jovial 
feast as a dream : for bis heart and soul were at 
home, and all his desires centered in Ibla. After 
some time Chosroe addressed him, and asked him. 
questions, and joked and laughed wilh him, 
quiring about his country and its habitations. Antat 
related all that had passed with his uncle Malik and 
the tribe of Abs and so forth ; and when the King 
■was certain that his affection for Ibla was unshaken, 
and that his loi'e could not possibly admit of increase} 

I am truly surprised, O Absian, said he, at your 

forbearance and your reserve, your grievances being 
of sufli a nature. my lord, said Antar, I sweaz 
by the existence of your' munificence, that is un- 
bpunded, and tlie liberality of your hands, that can 



never be forgotten, I am a dead man among the 
living ! O Aboolfawaris, added Monzar, abandon 
the expressions of ignorant Arabs, and recollect that 
you are in a place, where decorum and dvilty are ex- 
pected. Fill your glass and drink, and listen to the 
voice of the songstress who would soothe the afflicted; 
and enjoy the happy hours. Ah ! said Antar, how 
delightful would be all you say, were my heart at 
ease, and thus he exclaimed. 

" Wine cannot calm my heart, sickness will not 
" quit my body — my eyelids are ever sore — tears 
" ever stream in torrents from them. The song- 
" stress would soothe ray heart with her voice; but 
'^my love-sick heart loathes it. The remembrances 
" of Ibla draw off my mind from her song, and I 
" would say to my friend, this is all a dream. In 
*' the land of Hedjaz are the tents of my tribe, and 
" to meet them agmn is forbidden me. Amongst 
" the tents of that people is a plump-hipped damsel 
" that never removes her v«l, and under her veil 
" are eyes that inspire Euckness, and the pupils of 
" her eyes strike with disease. Between her lips is 
** the purest musk, and camphor diluted with wine. 
** My love and madness are dear to me, for to him 
" who loves, sweet is the pang of love, daughter 
"of Malik, let my foes triumph in my absence; 
"letlJiem watch or sleep. But in my journey I 
" have encountered events that would turn children 
'' gi^y ™ their cradles. Pleasuses have succeeded 
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" to diiRculties, and I have met a monarch whom 
" no words can describe — a King to whom all the 
" creation is a elave, and to whom fortune is a 
" sal, whose hand distributes bounties, so that I 
" know not whether it is the sea or a cloud. The 
" sun has invested him with a crown, bo that the' 
" world need not fear darkness. The stars are hia 
'* jewels, in which there is a moon brilliant and lun^ 
** nous, as at its full. Mankind is corporeal, and he 
" is spiritual. Let every joint and every member 
"laud his name. Live for ever. Prince of the 
" horsemen, long as the dove pours its plaintive 
" note, live for ever !" 

Chosroe was greatly pleased and surprised at 
these verses, for he was himself eloquent in the 
Arabian dialect. Were I to give you my kin^ 
O Absian, said he, it would be a small gift in com- 
jiarison with your deserts, for what I can grant a 
but transitory, like all other things ; but your com- 
mendations will endure for ages. Obhge me, and 
demand of me what may gratify you, that I may at 
any rate make you some compensation for your 
praises. Indeed, said Autar, I have fallen by your 
bounty into a sea tliat has neither length nor breadth, 
and I shall not return but with what will raise my 
glory amongst my countrymen ; but I really do wish 
my uncle's daughter, Ihia, had on her head a tiara 
like this, for it would set her off finely ; but I knotr 
it is very ill-bred in me to make such a request. 
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Chosroe laughed and smiled at Antar's remark ; 
he spoke to one of his satraps, who rose up, and 
in a short time returned, and with him were four 
slaves be<aring a canopy of silver ; on the top of it 
was a hawk formed of burnished gold^ its eyes were 
of topazes and its feet emeralds. This canopy, 
Aboolfawaris, shall serve your unde^s daughter to 
&t in on the night of her marriage with you, and in 
this tiara shall she be wedded to you; and he took 
the tiara from his head, and untying his girdle and 
mantle and his coronet, he laid them down in the 
pavilion, desiring Antar to accept them all. Antar 
advanced towards the King, kissed his hands, and 
thus addressed him : 

King of the universe, I thank thee for the 
vast gifts thou hast bestowed upon me ; thou hast 
granted me favors I cannot bear ; thou art the 
^^ most beneficent of all that tread the earth ! thou 
^^ art the man to whom all Bangs bow in the day of 
*^ battle ; every Arab and every Persian, But thy 
** slave still lives in the agony he endures from his 
<* love, his weakness, and his passion. He lives far 
** from his friends, for whom he thirsts ; and languish- 
** ing for Ibla, he Uves restless in torments.'' 

The Sang's astonishment increased. Absian, said 
he, oblige me by demanding what more you want ; 
I request of you, said Antar, the renewal of the ap- 
pointment of King Monzar. I will do it, Antar, 
smd Chosroe 5 and he directed it to be written 
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ttioughout tile imperial dominious, that Mof 
should not be removed from his government of Mai 
sema, and had he even a blind daughter, she ahouU 
be the ruler thereof. IIa*e you uny other want* 
said he, delivering the letter to Antiir. I have n 
other wish, said Antsr, but to return to my countl] 
and home. 

Whentliosc that envied and haled ^ntar i 
the Persians, on account of" tiie presents and honouit 
ho had received, saw this, they conspired to destroy 
him, and carry off his property. Now Chosnii 
had a famous wrestler, called Roatam, and he wai 
celebrated for his pugilistic skill through various 
realms and cities. Antar's enemies went to him io 
order to instigate him against Antar, saying— Know, 
most expert of men, that this insignificant worth- 
less black slave has received Chosroe's tiara, and it 
mcnse wealth, and is reluming with it to his 01 
country. Rostani isprang up like a Hon, and p 
scnting himself to the King without asking pe^ 
mission, kissed the ground — great King, said 
he, if" you have any consideration for nie, let not 1 
slave of the desert be more dignified than I am. Yoit 
have made him oae of your associates. I am tbrf 
pugilist of your throne, and therefore let not thaf 
head be raised above me, 

Antar heard and saw, but underatood not 1 
was pasang. Rostam, said Choarue, abandon tlnC 
cnviouE disposition, or thou wilt dJr of anguish. I 
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wish, said Rostam, he would present himself before 
you, and then I will prove to you he is not wOTthy 
your esteem. I will slay him with tiiis mace, and 
will unite him to the irilies of And ami Themood. 
On hearing this the King was greatly vexed. 
Do you comprehend, said he to Antar, what he 
says, Aboolfawaris ? I have not understood what he 
said, but I can perceive that he is very jealous, and 
that his head is like the head of a camel, said Antar, 
Let me hear what he wants, that I may comply with 
his request. This man is my wrestler, said Chosroe, 
and is come to try his strength with you in wrestling, 
and prove your powers in the comlwit.' Is he not 
one of your warriors, asked Antar, and tiiose with 
him are they not your men ? Yes, said Chosroe. 
I forbade his interference with you, but he will not 
be dissuaded. Well, said Antar, I cannot allow my 
arm to be extended to his injury, and my heart 
will not allow me to hurt him on account of your 
bounty and favour, and great kindness towards me ; 
not that this unwillingness on my part originates 
in fear, or iu any inferiority to him ; but that the 
Arabs should hear of me, and accuse me of mak- 
ing troubles and dissensions; nor that the noble 
Arabs may say of me that Antar, the son of Shedad, 
presented himself to Chosroe, and partook of his 
food, and then slew his subjects in his presence, 
Aboolfawaris, s^d the King, much agitated. If you 
wrestle with him, will you kill him? Yes, sad 
U 



Antar, for he oaly seeks to wrestle wilh me, that he 
may destroy me ; and you know, Sing, that 
wrestling is one species of warfare ; and justice anc 
propriety are required in it ! and if one antagoniati 
prevails over the other antagonist, he abuses anc 
reviles him, but should his antagonist be angry a 
him, he kills him. 

Lislen to me, said Chosroe to Roslaro ; do no 
provoke this man. I fear for you, lest he overxxnne 
you, and if you do not liehave properly to him, he 
will tear out yourhfe from between your ribs I 
must wre&tle with hvn, said Roslam ; if he kills me, 
let my bluod and property be his, and esteemed 
duly won among these warriors. Strip off your 
clothes then, said Chosroe, his countenance inflamed 
with wrath, and prepare for the combat. I will tdl 
him that he may engage with you, and that your 
blood will be fairly his. So Rostam took off hk 
garments, and was stripped from his shoulders, that 
were harder than a rock, and his twisted arms t 
like columns. 

Arise Aboolfawaris, said the King, and v 
with him, and if he plays the fool with you, slay 
him, and hasten his death, and mind not the conse* 
quencesl you are not answerable for his blood. 

Antar sprang on his legs, and threw about his arms 
and twisted bis skirts about his waistband ; and a> 
he was about to be^, Aboolfawaris, said Chosroe, 
you have not stripped, or put on the short breeches, 
as every pugilist does. By your existence, King \ 
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of the age, replied Antar, I never in my life wrestled 
with short breeches, and never will I wrestle bnt in 
the clothes of a horseman. Chosroe was greatly 
troubled. By the burning of fire, he exclaimed, 
Never, in the course of my lift-, have I seen a man 
wrestle aa a horseman, without breeches. To day, 
said Antar, you shall see what I will do with Ros- 
tam in the presence of these warriors. 

Antar went up to Rostam. Bostam bent himself 
like an arch, and appeared like a burning fiame. He 
rushed upon Antar with all his force, for he looked 
on him as a commoti man, and he did not know that 
Antar, even in his youth, used to wrestle with he 
and she camels in the plains and the rocks. They 
grasped each other with their hands, they butted with 
iheir heads, they asiaulted with their whole might, 
like two lions or two elephants. Then Rostam 
stretched out his hand at Antar's waistband, and 
clung to it, and attempted to lifl him up in his arms, 
but he found him like a stone fixed in a tower, and 
he tottered before him. Then he repented of what 
he had done, and of having provoked Antar. He 
slackened his hold, and he ran round him for an hour, 
'm the presence of Chosroe and his attendants. He 
then sprang behind him, and thrust his headljetween 
his legs, and attempted to raise him on the hack of 
his neck, and to dash him on the ground ; but Antar 
knew wliat were his intentions and his secret designs ; 
eo he closed his knees on Rostam''s neck, and almost 




mscie he eje-balls sMrt from their sockets, and nesT' 
ly deprived him of life. Rostaui was terrifieil, mi 
^i^ied to escape from between hie legs, tnit he could 
not ; every altcmpt failed ;' Antar was like a Mock 
of sttme growing on a desert or a mountain. AnUt 
dieted Iiim by hi.s breeches, and clung lo him, tnd 
ijigeil him up in his hands like a sjwrrow in the 
claws ofa binl uf prey, and walked awavwith him 
among the niultitude, wishing; tu wrestle quietlj 
before (he King. But Rostam, when he saw hit 
life was iji Antar's hands, liki? a young child was 
djasbed anil mortiiiid before the warriors and sa- 
traps, and the great King. He clenched his tist, and 
Mruck Antar on the ear. Antar soon recovered 
from the blow — he returned to the threshold of the 
palacr, and dashed him on the ground, and smashed 
turn to uloms. Then presenting himself to Chosroe 
be thus spoke. 

f^ Death has resolved he should die slain, aod 

IDuld be subdued and disgraced by mc. Curse* 

k his hnnds [ It was bia arrogant folly thai 

btcd out the road by which he should be 

royed. Had thy eyes beheld my deitls in 

t combat, where the spears tears the bands of 

Uncors, thou Wrtuldst have feared for the 

Itinclion of his days when he outraged me in 

I lengthened action. O King, who hasm- 

ivta'y glory, listen to my story and tlie 

SDunt d" my honours. He aougfat i 
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'^ way to increase his fame by his deeds ; so I left 
** him after that reduced to infamy. Truly he 
^* hastened the time of his own fate, and his destiny 
^' was at my disposal God ordained his death fbr 
** his acts, and determined it should be executed by 
" my hand. Hail, then, O King ! live for ever in 
*^ protected happiness that may never fail thee.'' 

Then was Nushirvan quite confounded at his 
powers. O King, said Antar, I swear by the two 
eyes of Ibla (to me the most sacred of oaths), that 
when I raised him on my hands, my only intention 
was to bring him before )'ou and wrestle in your 
presence : but as he transgressed the fair laws of 
battle, there was nothing for him but death. 
Chosroe believed what he said, and ordered Bos- 
tam's property to be confiscated, and to be trans- 
ferred to Antar, and he gave him a written 
assignment of his possessions and fiefs. 

And when the day was spent, Monzar hemmed 
the signal for rising: Antar got up, and asked 
Chosroe's permission to commence his journey: 
the order being given for his being supplied with 
the finest steeds, and all their golden accoutrements 
and rich housings. They went to the house that 
was set apart for them ; where Antar found treasiures 
of wealth, and horses and mules, and he and she 
camels, and other goods no words can tell. Antar 
asked whence they came : Aboolfawaris, said Monzar, 
this is the property of Rostam : and they reposed 
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till monung ; when Mubidan came and compli- 
mented them, and as he was going with tliem to 
Nu&birvan, I wish, niy lord, said Antar to the 
Vizier, that you would introduce me to the tcinplea 
of fire.* 
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